
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Clerk’s Office 

2025 Council Candidates,  

Thank you for your interest in Calhoun city government. The City of Calhoun is governed by a Mayor 
and four (4) Council members. The Mayor and Council members are elected by a majority vote of 
the votes cast for each position by the electors of the city at large. The city elections are nonpartisan; 
i.e. candidates do not run as members of a particular political party, and their individual party 
affiliations are not relevant to their positions in city government. Elected officials serve for terms of 
four (4) years and until their respective successors are elected and sworn in. The Mayor and City 
Council determine policies, enact legislation and provide political leadership in the community. Two 
work sessions and two council meetings are generally held each month on the second and fourth 
Monday at 12 Noon and 7:00 PM respectively. 
 
Please review the materials provided for qualifying to run for office in the November 4, 2025 General 
Municipal Election. This November, municipal voters will elect two Council seats (Posts 3 and 4). As 
the City Clerk of Calhoun, I am the Qualifying Officer for the City and will be the person to receive 
your Notice of Candidacy and Declaration of Intent to Receive Campaign Contributions. Qualifying 
shall be conducted in the Office of the City Clerk (Georgia Election Code 21-2-132), 226 South Wall 
Street, Calhoun, Georgia 30701. Qualifying will begin on Monday, August 18, 2025 and will end on 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025. The hours of qualifying each day will begin at 8:30 AM, with a break 
for lunch from 12:30PM to 1:30PM, and end at 4:30 PM each day. The qualifying fee for the office 
of Mayor is $540.00 and City Council is $252.00, which is 3% of the total gross salary of the preceding 
year. To be eligible for election or appointment as a Councilmember, a person, at the time of 
election or appointment, must: (1) have attained the age of twenty-one (21) years; (2) have 
resided in the limits of the city for 12 months immediately preceding the date of election or 
appointment and must continue to reside [in] such residence during the term of office; (3) be a 
qualified elector of the city; and (4) meet any other requirements as may be established by general 
state law. 
 
Certain documents are required to be filed with the Georgia Government Transparency and 
Campaign Finance Commission, or GGTCFC (formerly known as the State Ethics Commission). Their 
website address is http://www.ethics.ga.gov. Candidates should familiarize themselves with all 
forms, publications and the requirements of candidacy for public office. Failure to adhere to the 
policies and filings as required by the GGTCFC may result in monetary fines. The Commission also 
offers candidate information which may be found at this link: Candidate Information: Local – Georgia 
Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission (ga.gov). 

http://www.ethics.ga.gov/
https://ethics.ga.gov/candidate-information-local/
https://ethics.ga.gov/candidate-information-local/


 

 
 Items to complete and return to the City DURING the qualifying period: 
•     Notice of Candidacy.  
• Declaration of Intention to Accept Campaign Contributions (Form DOI). Incumbents are not 

required to complete this form. An unsuccessful candidate can file a Final Report & Termination 
Statement within 10 days after the general election, as long as they are not in office, have no 
campaign debt, and a zero net balance. You are responsible to meet all filing requirements until 
the Final Report & Termination Statement is filed. 

• Personal Financial Disclosure Report. Candidates and Incumbents are required to complete this 
form. 

• Payment of Qualifying fee shall be made by cash or check. A “bounced” check from a candidate 
disqualifies the candidate from qualifying for the office unless an error was made by bank, credit 
union, or other financial institution and notification of error was received by the election 
superintendent within two weeks after the deadline for qualifying. 

• If you meet the requirements and plan to file the Affidavit of Exemption you may submit this form 
during qualifying. Otherwise, the affidavit is due the day after the election. 

 
Useful Links:  

• The 2025 abbreviated calendar may be accessed here: 
• https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/2025%20Elections%20Calendar.pdf 
• City of Calhoun Code of Ethics 

https://library.municode.com/ga/calhoun/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2A
D_ARTVIICOET 

• A map of the City of Calhoun city limit boundaries may be accessed here: 
http://calhoungis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8cd25366bf0740a3bec
b43f42d838f68  

• Information from Ethics Commission on training may be accessed here: 
Training Schedules for the State Ethics Commission of Georgia (ga.gov) 

 
• GMA Newly Elected Officials Training Date  

 https://www.gacities.com/newly-elected-officials-institute 
 

• Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission – 
www.ethics.ga.gov 

o Personal Financial Disclosure Report – Due annually anytime between Jan 1 
and July 1 unless election year and should be filed within 15 days of qualifying.  

o Declaration of Intent (DOI) – File with local filing officer before accepting 
campaign funds.  

o Exemption Affidavit Not To Exceed $2,500 – File with local filing officer if 
candidate does not plan to spend or receive over $2500 in campaign funds; OR  

o Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report– File with local filing officer according 
to the schedule if spending or receiving more than $2500 in election cycle.  

o Campaign Committee Registration– Filed with Ethics Commission directly by 
candidate.  

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/2025%20Elections%20Calendar.pdf
https://library.municode.com/ga/calhoun/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTVIICOET
https://library.municode.com/ga/calhoun/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTVIICOET
http://calhoungis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8cd25366bf0740a3becb43f42d838f68
http://calhoungis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8cd25366bf0740a3becb43f42d838f68
https://media.ethics.ga.gov/training/trainingSCHD.aspx
https://www.gacities.com/newly-elected-officials-institute
http://www.ethics.ga.gov/
http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2014-PFD-Personal-Financial-Disclosure-Statement_writable.pdf
https://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2020_FormDOI-rev-2.12.2020-LOCAL.pdf
http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Candidate-Affidavit_writable.pdf
http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2014_CCDRv5_writable.pdf
https://efile.ethics.ga.gov/#/index


 

o Two Business Day Report of Contributions Received– Upload to Ethics 
Commission within 10 days of report due date.  

o Termination Statement– File within 10 days of dissolution of a campaign. 
Upload to Ethics Commission website.  

o Ethics Rules 
 

Once qualifying closes, all candidate names and the Post they are seeking will be posted on the City 
website. Please be aware that newspapers will generally request this information and publish it as 
well. All information provided on your disclosure reports are open record and subject to disclosure 
under the Georgia Open Records Act.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions at 706-602-5501 or snelson@calnet-ga.net. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon Nelson, MMC, GRMP 
City Clerk/Qualifying Officer 
City of Calhoun 

http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2014_TBD-Two-Business-Days-Report-of-Contributions-Received_writable.pdf
http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2014_FRTS-Final-Report-and-Termination-Statement_writable.pdf
http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020.02.03-Current-Rules-of-Commission-with-Amendments.pdf
mailto:snelson@calnet-ga.net

