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CALHOUN RECREATION DEPARTMENT
9-10 BOYS MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 2026
RULES & REGULATIONS

I. PURPOSE

The Calhoun Recreation Department 9-10 Boys Minor League Baseball Program is organized to provide a recreational activity for the participants. The program is designed for the following purposes:

1. To aid in the physical development through fun and exercise.

2. To teach the basic fundamental skills of the game of baseball.

3. To aid in the social development through good sportsmanship and moral character with adult guidance.

4. To teach good attitudes and discipline to the youth participants.

II. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

A. Governing Rules

The Calhoun Recreation Department 9-10 Boys Minor League Baseball will be governed by the local league rules and current GRPA Athletic Manual.

B. Coaching Requirements

1. A person of high moral character, who is respected in the community.

2. A coach should have a basic knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of baseball.

3. A coach should never incite players or parents by criticizing an official.

4. A coach should never use profanity, use tobacco in any form during any activity with the players, and shall not use alcoholic beverages before or during activities with the players.

5. A coach should never be overly concerned with winning but should be more concerned that each child has a fun and learning experience and learns the fundamentals of the sport.

6. A coach is expected to be present at all practice sessions, games and meetings or have an approved assistant present.

7. A coach should try to keep each player actively interested and participating through the season.

8. It is the responsibility of the coach to be knowledgeable of all rules governing the sport that they are coaching.

9. All coaches must have a current background check on file with the Calhoun Recreation Department.

10. A coach should be certified by the National Youth Sports Coaches Association (NYSCA). For certification go to www.nays.org/nyscaonlineclinic. 

III. PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

A. Age control date for baseball is September 1st of the current year.

B. Participants must attend school in the Calhoun City or Gordon County School System and/or live in Gordon County.

C. Each participant must have insurance, whether private or through the Recreation Department.

D. Playing ineligible players shall result in the forfeiture of all games in which illegal players participated. Any coach that allows an illegal player to participate will be suspended from coaching for the remainder of the season and for a one year time period.

E. Any player suspended or absent from school should not be allowed to participate in a Calhoun Recreation Department activity during the period of suspension or absenteeism.

IV. GENERAL RULES

A. Team rosters shall consist of no more than 14 players. Players will not be added to a roster unless a team drops below the recommended number of players and there are players on the waiting list at the Calhoun Recreation Department.

B. A team may start a game with eight (8) players.

C. Anyone intentionally running over a player or blocking the baseline will be put out of the game. If a fielder has the ball before the runner reaches the base, then the runner must slide or concede the out.

D. No one shall harass the umpires or the players!

E. Unsportsmanlike conduct will result in a one-game suspension. The player cannot finish the present game nor participate in the following game.


V. EQUIPMENT

A. All players must be in complete uniform (hat, shirt, socks and white baseball pants. NO STEEL CLEATS! Failure to wear any of the uniform or any other color will disqualify the player for the game or until the player meets uniform requirements.
B.     THE BAT SHALL BE UNALTERED (NOT SOFTBALL)   WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: ALL NON-WOOD BATS, MUST POSSES A “CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE” USA BASEBALL CERTIFICATION STAMP. THIS WILL INCLUDE 2 1/4, AND 2 5/8.
C.   All batters must wear head gear until time at bat is completed, including running bases. Anyone intentionally removing helmets while running will be called out.


VI. REGULATION GAME

A. First games will start promptly at scheduled time. There will be a one hour thirty minute time limit on all games.

B. A regulation game in Minor League will be 6 innings. If a game is tied after regulation play, the game will go to international tie breaker.

C. Run Rule: 15 runs after 3 innings, 12 runs after 4 innings, and 8 runs after 5 innings

D. All players on the bench must play at least 2 complete innings in the field if the game goes the full 6 innings. All players must be in the game at the beginning of the 4th inning. Opposing coaches and umpires will check teams at the beginning of the 4th inning.

VII. PITCHING RULES

A. [bookmark: _GoBack]The maximum number of pitches that can be thrown in a game is 85 pitches. EXCEPTION: If the pitch limit is reached during an at-bat, the pitcher may continue to pitch until that at-bat is complete. A pitcher who throws 30 or less pitches in a day requires no rest period. A pitcher who throws between 31-60 pitches in a day requires one (1) calendar day of rest. A pitcher who throws 61-85 pitches in a day requires two (2) calendar days of rest. If a pitcher pitches less than 31 pitches in game one, they are eligible to pitch in game two but the pitch count will be a cumulative total for the day. If a pitcher throws 31 or more pitches in a game and is removed from the mound they are not eligible to return to the mound in the same game or until their required rest period is observed.


VIII. OFFENSE

A. All  PLAYERS MUST  BAT. THERE WILL BE A FIVE (5) RUN LIMIT PER INNING.THE NO CATCH UP RULE WILL BE IN AFFECT

B. All players, with the exception of the on-deck batter, must remain in the dug-out during the game. Failure to do so will result in the batter being called out. 

C. Courtesy runners may be used for pitcher and catcher, last scheduled batter.

D. BASE STEALING RULES:

1. A base runner is required to stay in contact with the base until the pitched ball has reached home plate. At this point in the flight of the pitched ball, the runner is permitted to advance at his own risk of being thrown out.
2. The runner is automatically called out for leaving the base before the pitched ball reaches home plate. The ball is dead and all subsequent action on the pitched ball is canceled. All runners must return to base held at time of pitch.
3. Three strikes constitute an out, and a batter is not allowed to run if the catcher misses or drops the third strike. Other runners may advance at their own risk of being thrown out.
4. Headfirst slides are not allowed when facemasks are worn. The penalty for a headfirst slide shall be an out if a facemask is worn. A dive back to a base on a pick off or base overrun is not considered a head-first slide. Runners in rundown situation may not slide headfirst.


IX. DEFENSE

A. Each team will be allowed four (4) outfielders.

B. The infield fly rule is in effect.


X. MISCELLANEOUS

A. All protest must be logged immediately after the infraction and before play has resumed. (Protest for misinterpretation of rules only!)

B. Each team will be responsible for cleaning their dug-out after each game.

C. The Calhoun Recreation Department reserves the right to act upon any matter not covered in the above rules.
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