STATEMENT OF COUNCILMAN RON WOODS

January 8, 2001

As you know, I'm in the residential development and management business.  My son-in-law, Greg Bonner, also owns and operates a residential and commercial construction business.  My professional background is in finance, accounting, and management.  Several years ago, I received my license to appraise real estate in Georgia.  After I left the carpet industry 5 years ago, the natural path for me was to go into the residential construction business.  I enjoy this line of work because of the challenges, opportunities, and the satisfaction of helping families realize a home of their choice. Calhoun has been good to me and my family and that's the reason I have served on various boards, authorities, committees, and this council over the years.  I truly believe that a person has an obligation to give their time, energy, and knowledge back to the community.  Calhoun was selected as a City of Excellence last year.  This award recognizes our citizens, the business people, the teachers, our children, and all those who came before us who truly made Calhoun a City of Excellence.  I would never tarnish our City of Excellence in any way, form, or fashion.  It has been my greatest honor and privilege to serve as a councilman for the city of Calhoun.  I want everyone to know that my votes on zoning matters, land use policy, and building issues always came from my heart and was based on what I thought was in the best interest of Calhoun.  It's said that perception is reality.  So with that in mind, I don't want a hint, appearance, or slightest suggestion that my family or myself would benefit from any issue which comes before this Council.  So tonight and in the future, I will abstain from voting on any zoning matter, land use decision, and building issue that relates to the business that I'm in or my family is involved in.  And further, and this is probably the hardest for me, I will not give an opinion, idea, thought, or reflection on any of these matters unless I'm asked to do so by the Mayor or another council person.  So if you see me over here fidgeting with a piece of duct tape across my mouth, you’ll know the reason.  Seriously, the credibility of this mayor-and-council form of government is much more important than any vote that Ron Woods could ever make. 

On January 12, 1852, 149 years ago this week, the Georgia General Assembly designated a 600 yard circle to be known as corporate Calhoun.  And the location where we are tonight, known as the Oothcalooga Depot, was the center of that circle.  As we begin this new century, the future of Calhoun has never been brighter.  I truly believe there are no limits to the good things, which will continue to grow out of this original 600 yard circle for the City of Calhoun.

