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CITY OF CALHOUN

SPECIAL CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING
109 SOUTH KING STEET
JULY 20, 2016, 6:00 P.M.
MINUTES

PRESENT: 
James F. Palmer, Mayor



David Hammond, Mayor Pro Tem 


Matt Barton, Councilman


Jackie Palazzolo, Councilwoman


Al Edwards, Councilman

ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator


Paul Worley, City Clerk


George Govignon, City Attorney


Garry Moss, Police Chief


Brandi Owczarz, Calhoun Times
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
2. Mayor Palmer opened the discussion concerning the Calhoun Police Station.  Administrator Peterson discussed options that had been emailed out a few days prior to the meeting.
3. Mr. Peterson discussed the population growth of Calhoun.  Also, there have been conversations about the purchase of real estate that does not need to be made public yet.  Police Chief Garry Moss discussed the needs of the Police Department.  Calhoun’s daytime population is around 55,000 and nighttime population is around 35,000.  The PD has an average of 14 employees at the PD in the daytime and about 7 at night.  There are 8 employees at the CID Division at the Airport.  There are about 7 employees in the Special Operations building.  Chief Moss discussed the challenges of moving the evidence room and said it would cost about $20,000 to build a new one.  Also, a new camera server is scheduled to be installed on August 2nd at the PD.  All moving costs would be around $50,000 estimated.
4. Mayor Palmer discussed options for renovating the current PD and look into purchasing an additional parcel.  This would keep the PD in Downtown Calhoun.
5. Councilman Barton stated he had done some research and many PD’s in other communities are not in Downtown areas, so that isn’t absolutely necessary.  Also, if the City purchases more property in Downtown that takes the property off of the tax digest and hampers the vibrancy of downtown.  There is already a lot of government owned property in Downtown Calhoun.
6. Mayor Pro Tem Hammond discussed the needs of a growing and diverse community.  He would like to see whatever is done to be a long term fix for the overall needs of the Police Department.

7. Any further discussions would involve the purchase of real estate and it was decided that an executive session at the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting on July 25, 2016 might be necessary.

8. Mayor Pro Tem Hammond made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Barton with all voting aye, motion approved.

Approved:





Submitted:

___________________________            
         _____________________________
James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Paul Worley, City Clerk
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