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CITY OF CALHOUN

SPECIAL CALLED CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
700 WEST LINE STREET

MARCH 23, 2013, 10:00 A.M.
MINUTES

PRESENT: 
James F. Palmer, Mayor



Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem



George Crowley, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator


Paul Worley, City Clerk


Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager


George Govignon, City Attorney



Michele Taylor, Calhoun Schools Superintendent



Don Hood, Calhoun Schools Finance Director



Add Layson, Industrial Development Authority Board member



Bill Thompson, Attorney for Industrial Development Authority



Aaron Mann, Calhoun Times
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
2. Mayor Palmer led the discussion concerning the Freeport Inventory tax.  Mayor Palmer reviewed materials discussing the financial impact, particularly to the local school systems.
3. Bill Thompson gave a presentation concerning the Industrial Development Authorities (IDA) efforts to recruit new industries and retain existing industries.  Many of the surrounding communities have significantly increased their Freeport exemption, which gives industries a break on their inventories that are taxed.  Councilman Hammond asked about the Energy Excise tax.  Mr. Thompson stated that Freeport and the Energy Excise tax are the first two topics discussed when new prospects approach the IDA about a potential project.  The communities with higher Freeport exemptions seem to be getting the projects instead of Calhoun/Gordon County.
4. Add Layson stated that he has worked in industry and been on the IDA for many years.  Mr. Layson stated that the community needs to be competitive with surrounding communities to provide jobs and economic activity.

5. Don Hood and Michele Taylor discussed the challenges faced by the school system due to continued budget cuts from the state and also local revenue decline during the recession.  Mr. Hood discussed how Freeport affects the school’s budget and how it has affected surrounding school system budgets.
6. The Mayor and Council discussed the possibility of implementing a schedule of increasing the Freeport exemption, but it would take further discussions to make any decisions.

7. The Mayor and Council also discussed 2011 SPLOST projects.  The Peters Street project was discussed and a 2005 SPLOST project was discussed that pertained to fire station #4.

8. The work session was adjourned and no official action was taken during the work session.  

Approved:





Submitted:

___________________________            
         _____________________________
James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Paul Worley, City Clerk
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