Minutes of Public nuisance by dog hearing, March 2, 2012
CITY OF CALHOUN
PUBLIC NUISANCE BY DOG HEARING
DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM
109 SOUTH KING ST
MARCH 2, 2012 10:00 A.M.

MINUTES
Present:
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem, Presiding Officer


Paul Worley, City Clerk


George Govignon, Attorney



James Williams, Animal Control

Also:

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt


Mr. and Mrs. Williams
1. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards called the hearing to order and thanked everyone in attendance.

2. Attorney Govignon reviewed the City’s Public nuisance by dog ordinance, Sec. 14-1 and 14-47.  He then swore in everyone present who wished to testify.
3. Mr. James Williams with the City of Calhoun Animal Control stated that he received a complaint from Mrs. Wyatt of 110 Summerfield Court on 1/12/12, 1/16/12, and 1/27/12.  The complaints referred to her neighbor’s dog barking and waking her family up in the early morning hours.  J.J. is a large Doberman owned by Mr. and Mrs. Williams who live at 112 Summerfield Drive.  Mr. Williams stated that he checked with other neighbors and did not find anyone else with a complaint against J.J. The neighbors Mr. Williams talked to stated that the biggest problem with dogs in their neighborhood was coming from the adjoining County properties.  Mr. Williams stated that they have responded to dogs roaming Summerfield and the adjoining Parks Place subdivision, but have had a hard time catching them.  Mr. Williams stated that J.J. was always inside the house when he has been at the residence, but did not think that the dog was dangerous.  Mr. Williams stated that both parties where easy to talk to and cooperative. 
4. Mrs. Wyatt addressed Mayor Pro Tem Edwards and stated that her main problem is being woken up in the early morning hours.  Mrs. Wyatt stated that they have been woken up at 5:00 am, and her baby was woken up as well.  Mrs. Wyatt also stated that her sister-in-law lives with them and has also been woken up during the early morning hours.  Mrs. Wyatt also stated that her stepfather is also staying with them.  Mrs. Wyatt stated that their bedroom windows were right beside the neighbor’s fence and believed this is why no other neighbors were complaining about the dog.  Mrs. Wyatt showed a video of the dog barking to Mr. Edwards.  Mrs. Wyatt’s sister-in-law, Ms. Wyatt, stated that the Williams’ dog had escaped from his fence and chased after her dog.  Ms. Wyatt also stated her frustration of being woken up during the early morning hours.
5. Mrs. Williams addressed Mayor Pro Tem Edwards and stated that her dog has not been outside before 7:00 am.  Mrs. Williams stated that she lets her dog out at 7:00 am every morning for 10 to 20 minutes and then brings him back in before she leaves to go to work.  Mrs. Williams stated that if there are a lot of other dogs out and barking in the neighborhood she will bring J.J. back in.  Mrs. Williams stated that there are a lot of other dogs in the neighborhood that roam and bark during the early morning hours.  Mrs. Williams stated that they let him out in the evenings between 6:00 pm and 10:00 pm.  Mrs. Williams stated that they have lived in this neighborhood for 10 years and have not had any complaints until the Wyatts moved in.  Mrs. Williams submitted letters from her adjoining neighbors that stated that they have no problem with the Williams’ dog.  Mr. Williams stated that they both go to work and cannot let the dog out later than they do, and that they have put a discipline collar on J.J. to help train him.  Mr. Williams stated that they plan on planting shrubs around his fence to create more of a privacy buffer.  Mr. Williams stated that there are several neighbors with dogs around them that bark.  The Williams have owned J.J. for 4 years.
6. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards stated that he will take the testimonies under consideration and will make a ruling with 5 days of the hearing. 
7. There were no further comments and the public nuisance hearing was closed at approximately 10:40 am.
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