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CITY OF CALHOUN
PUBLIC HEARING
TAX INCREASE
109 SOUTH KING ST.
SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 11:30 A.M.
MINUTES

Present:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



George Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem

Al Edwards, Councilman


Ray Denmon, Councilman



Eddie Peterson, City Administrator



Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager



Paul Worley, Assistant City Administrator

Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing
Eddie Peterson gave a presentation for the City of Calhoun:
The 2019 Tax Digest is approximately $870 million and this is up from the 2018 Digest of $760 million.  You have to go back to 2008 to find a Tax Digest in the neighborhood of this year’s digest.  The Great Recession had a significant impact on the tax digest and we are just now recovering.  The State of Georgia requires the City to complete three public hearings if we do not adopt the rollback millage rate.  This year’s rollback rate would be 2.226.  We are recommending the 2019 millage rate to be set at 2.6.  This millage rate would be the lowest compared to 64 other cities in the State of Georgia with a population between 10,000 and 25,000.  We are also faced with going to 100% Freeport exemptions.  This will be a significant hit on next year’s digest if implemented.
Mayor Palmer commented about the many needs of the City operations.

The Calhoun City Schools were also in attendance and discussed their recommendation of keeping the schools millage rate the same as last year at 17.733.

After general discussion of the school’s millage rate and out of district tuition, there were no more public comments.
Mayor Palmer thanked Council, staff, and the City Schools for their attendance and stated that this is the first public hearing and there is no action to be taken now and announced the next hearing will be today at 6:00 p.m. and the third hearing will be Sept. 23rd at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to close the public hearing.  Councilman Denmon gave a second with all voting aye. The motion was approved and the public hearing was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
