Minutes of Public Nuisance by Dog Hearing, December 29, 2014
CITY OF CALHOUN
PUBLIC NUISANCE BY DOG HEARING
DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM
109 SOUTH KING ST
DECEMBER 29, 2014 10:00 A.M.

MINUTES
Present:
James F. Palmer, Mayor, Presiding Officer


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator

Paul Worley, City Clerk


George Govignon, Attorney



Clyde Burchett, Animal Control

1. Mayor Palmer called the hearing to order and thanked everyone for their attendance.

2. Mayor Palmer reviewed the City’s Public nuisance by dog ordinance, Sec. 14-1 and 14-47.  Attorney Govignon swore in everyone present who wished to testify per the hearing requirements.
3. Mr. Bill Mumpower, 200 Three Oaks Drive, spoke first and discussed his reasoning for submitting the Public Nuisance Dog Complaint.  Mr. Mumpower discussed that Mr. Brzozoski’s two miniature schnauzers were constantly harassing him when he was in his yard doing yard work and it has been a nuisance for the past five years.  He has asked Mr. Brzozoski’s daughter, Andrea, to put the dogs up when he is out, but they have not.  Mr. Mumpower called the police about the issue and they referred him to the City’s Animal Control Department.  Animal Control Officer Clyde Burchett talked with the dog owners about steps they could take to help the situation such as a shock collar when the dogs bark and keeping the dogs in when Mr. Mumpower is out in his yard.  Mr. Mumpower said that this helped for a couple weeks, but then it got worse again.
4. Roger Burnley, 234 Three Oaks Drive, also testified that the dogs were a public nuisance.  Mr. Burnley was the first person to contact the City’s Animal Control about the problem several months ago.  Mr. Burnley stated that he and his wife cannot be in their yard or leave doors or windows open because of the constant dog barking.

5. Scott Whitener, 207 Three Oaks Drive, also testified that he witnessed a conversation about the dogs between Mr. Mumpower and Mr. Brzozoski.  He stated that he lives across the street and the dogs do not bother him, but he does see the dogs barking and harassing Mr. Mumpower and Mr. Burnley.  Mr. Whitener stated he felt like the dogs were a public nuisance.
6. Bryan Brzozoski, 216 Three Oaks Drive, stated that he felt like the complainants against his dogs were exaggerated.  Also, Mr. Mumpower uses an air horn in his dogs face and it antagonizes his dogs.  Mr. Brzozoski stated that he did talk with Clyde Burchett about the complaints and did not take his advice of using a shock collar to prevent the barking because he felt like that was cruel to the animal.  Also, his dogs are small and act fine around children.
7. Andrea Brzozoski, 216 Three Oaks Drive, stated that her dogs do not bark all the time and that they have a doggy door so the dogs can come and go as they please.  She said she does not let the dogs out on purpose when Mr. Mumpower is in his yard.  Also, Mr. Burnley has a cat that comes onto their property and provokes her dogs.

8. Bree Fowler, 120 Woodberry Court, stated that she was friends with Mrs. Brzozoski and has heard Mr. Mumpower blowing the air horn at the dogs.  Mrs. Fowler stated that she has dogs as well and hoped the parties could come to an agreement so Mrs. Brzozoski would not have to give up her dogs.

9. After hearing the testimonies, Mayor Palmer asked if they parties could come to some sort of agreement that could help prevent the dispute from going any farther.

10. After a lengthy discussion it was decided that the Brzozoskis would not let their dogs out of the house between 12:00pm and 4:00pm without supervision.  This will allow the neighbors to be outside on their property without the dog disturbances.  All parties agreed to the conclusion and Attorney Govignon stated he would draft a memorandum on the finding and order on behalf of the Mayor to be mailed to the involved parties.  Also, if the agreement does not work the public nuisance complaint can be revisited at a later date.
11. There were no further comments and the public nuisance hearing was closed at approximately 10:55 am.
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