                                                                                                                 Calhoun City Council Minutes, October 26, 2015

CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING ST

OCTOBER 26, 2015 7:00 P.M.         
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem
                             George Crowley, Councilman 



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman

ALSO:
Eddie Peterson, City Administrator; George Govignon, City Attorney; Paul Worley, City Clerk; Lenny Nesbit, Fire Chief; Garry Moss, Police Chief; Jeff Defoor, Director of Electric Utilities; Jerry Crawford, Water and Wastewater Director
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Councilman Crowley gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the agenda and Councilman Crowley seconded the motion.   All voted aye, motion approved.

4. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 26, 2015 City Council Meeting.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
5.  Mayor’s Comments:
A. Reminder of the General Municipal Election and ESPLOST on November 3, 2015.   The last day to early vote or request an absentee ballot will be on October 30th.  Early voting is being held at the Gordon County Annex building located at 101 South Piedmont Street from 8:30am to 5:00pm.  On November 3rd the polls will be open for the General Election from 7:00am until 7:00pm at the Calhoun Recreation Department located at 601 S. River St.  The candidates are as follows:

· Mayor- James F. Palmer, incumbent; Mary Mays

· Calhoun City Council Post #1- George Crowley, incumbent; Jackie Palazzolo

· Calhoun City Council Post #2- Al Edwards, incumbent- unopposed

· Calhoun City School Board Post #4- Eddie Reeves, incumbent- unopposed

· Calhoun City School Board Post #5- Tony Swink, incumbent- unopposed
B. The City of Calhoun will observe Halloween on Saturday October 31st from 5:00pm to 9:00pm for ages 12 and under.  Also, the downtown merchants and businesses will host Trick or Treat in Downtown Calhoun on Friday October 30th from 4:00 until 5:30pm.

6.  Public Hearings and Comments: 
A.  Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing for a beer and wine pouring license request by Joshua Sellers DBA: Sellers Chop House at a location of 114 Court Street.      

· Mr. Peterson stated that all signs and advertising requirements have been met.

· Mayor Palmer asked for public comments.
· There were no comments and the public hearing was closed. 

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the license request.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

B. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing for a beer and wine package license request by Vinod Patel DBA: A Knight’s #2 at a location of 1531 Dews Pond Road.  The proposed manager is Terry Patel.      

· Mr. Peterson stated that all signs and advertising requirements have been met.

· Mayor Palmer asked for public comments.
· There were no comments and the public hearing was closed. 

· Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the license request.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

C. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing for an ordinance to amend Chapter 22: Businesses, Article III: Division 5- Recycling processing centers for the purchase, sale or processing of post-consumer or post-industrial materials and to amend the zoning ordinance.    

· Mr. Peterson stated that all signs and advertising requirements have been met.

· Mayor Palmer asked for public comments.

· Attorney Govignon stated that this ordinance has the principal purpose of categorizing three different levels of recycling into Commercial Recycling Centers, Scrap Metal Processors, and Industrial Recycling Processing Centers.  The three different levels allows for different regulations appropriate for the varying recycling activities. This includes requirements such as suitable set-backs, fencing, and paved parking and driveways.  Existing recycling facilities will be grandfathered, but will be required to register with the City within 90 days.  After the registration, any material change to the operation will require re-permitting and conformance to the new ordinance.  
· There were no other comments and the public hearing was closed. 

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the ordinance change.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

7. Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of an annexation and zoning request of PRD for 8.52 acres at a location of 4560 Fairmount Highway by Glenda Sloan, agent for Chuck and Nancy Richards.  The Zoning Advisory Board will meet on November 5, 2015.  The Public Hearing will be on November 9, 2015.

8. New Business:
A. Mayor Palmer read a beer, wine, and liquor pouring manager change request for India Curry House at a location of 913 Hwy 53 East.  The prior manager was Bharat N. Doshi and the proposed manager is Dilip Patel.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the manager change request.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

B. Mayor Palmer read a pawn shop manager change request for TitleMax of Georgia, Inc. at a location of 333 Hwy 53 East.  The prior manager was Doug Sigmon and the proposed manager is Elizabeth Haley.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the manager change request.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

C. Mayor Palmer read a road closure request by Calhoun First United Methodist Church.  The Church is requesting College Street be closed from the intersection of E. Line Street to the intersection of Trammell Street.  The request is on Halloween night, October 31st from 5:00pm to 8:30pm.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the road closure request.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

D. Administrator Peterson reviewed the 4th quarter financial reports for Fiscal Year 2015.  One line item that fell short on the revenue side is intergovernmental because of a delay by GDOT concerning Streetscape IV.  There was $400,000 budgeted that was not received during FY15.  The project is still on-going with engineering and right-of-way acquisition.  On the expenditure side, one item that stands out is the Administration budget.  This is due to the lighting project of I-75 Exit 312 being booked in this line item for $401,000.  The Electric Department budget will be reimbursed by Hotel/Motel Tax dollars to pay for this project as the revenue is collected.  The Electric Department funded the project up front to enable the project to be completed in a timely manner.  Continuing on the expense side, the three largest General Fund departments came in under budget, which is Police, Fire, and Public Works.  Also, as of August 31st the City’s Hotel/Motel tax account balance stands at $15,129, Downtown Development account at $72,666, and the Recreation account at $127,354.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the financial statements.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (financial statements attached) 

E. Mayor Palmer read a request from the Calhoun Police Department to declare a 1996 Chrysler Town & Country van as surplus.  VIN #1C4GP64L0TB311969.  To declare two 2006 Chevy Equinox LS vehicles as surplus.  VIN #2CNDL13F966085124 AND VIN #2CNDL13F866087902.  To declare a 1996 GMC 1500 Z71 pickup truck as surplus.  VIN#1GTEC19M9TE523534.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to declare the vehicle as surplus.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  

F. Mayor Palmer read a request from the Calhoun Police Department to withdraw $8,500 from asset seizure funds to purchase a drug/tracking dog.  The two drug dogs utilized by CPD had to be retired.  This will be replacing one of the retired dogs.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the withdrawal of $8,500 from asset seizure for the purchase of the drug/tracking dog.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
G. Mayor Palmer read a request from the Telecommunications Department to declare excess printer supplies, including print cartridges, as surplus.  All supplies are no longer usable within City departments.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to declare the items as surplus.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  

H. Mayor Palmer read an approval request by Calhoun City School’s for the purchase of 606 Oothcalooga Street.  This is the corner property consisting of 0.68 acre at the intersection of Oothcalooga Street and Yellow Jacket Drive.  The purchase agreement is with Paul and Linda Chang.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to allow the Mayor to execute the sales contract.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (sales contract attached)
9. Other written items not on the agenda: None
10. Work Reports: 
A. Administrator Eddie Peterson
· Administrator Peterson reviewed the General Government monthly cash report with the general fund in a good cash position as compared to previous years.   Also, the revolving loan fund is at $812,000, which is above the DCA guidelines for cash balances allowed.  Therefore, the City needs to make a new loan.  Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the cash report.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

B.  General Manager Larry Vickery
C. City Attorney George Govignon
11. Councilman Hammond made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the future acquisition of real estate and also privileged consultation with legal counsel pertaining to pending or threatened litigation.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
12. Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn the executive session.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

13. Councilman Crowley made a motion to return to regular session.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  There was no action needed following the executive session.

14. Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn the regular session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Barton with all voting aye, motion approved.

Approved:




          Submitted:
             _____________________________                            ___________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                                Paul Worley, City Clerk
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