                                                                                                                 Calhoun City Council Minutes, December 17, 2012

CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING ST

DECEMBER 17, 2012 7:00 P.M.         
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem
                             George Crowley, Councilman 



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman

ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator

                             Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager
                             Paul Worley, City Clerk


Jeff DeFoor, Director of Electric Utilities

George Govignon, City Attorney

Garry Moss, Chief of Police


Lenny Nesbitt, Fire Chief

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Mayor Palmer and all in attendance conducted a moment of silence in honor of the victims at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the agenda and Councilman Barton seconded the motion.   All voted aye, motion approved.

4. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 10th, 2012 City Council Meeting.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  
5.  Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer congratulated the 9-10 Tackle Football; U10 Soccer and U12 Soccer All-Star teams who all won State Championships earlier in December.   The three championship teams and their coaches were in attendance.  The Georgia Recreation and Parks Association held state championships in Tackle football and Soccer with Calhoun All-Star teams winning the state championships in 9-10 Tackle Football in Thomson, Georgia and U10 Soccer and U12 Soccer in Bartow County.
B. Mayor Palmer extended his and the Council’s sympathy out to the victims’ families and all who were involved with the horrific shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
C. Mayor Palmer also extended his sympathy to Jerry Crawford in the passing of his father.
D. Mayor Palmer announced that the City offices will be closed to observe Christmas on Monday, December 24th and Tuesday, December 25th and to observe New Years Day on Tuesday, January 1st.
6. Public Hearings and Comments: None
7. Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a sign variance request by Phillip Beamer for Arby’s Restaurant at a location of 1098 Red Bud Road.  The 30 foot height variance is needed to relocate the existing sign to comply with a Georgia Department of Transportation request.  The ZAB will meet on February 7th and the public hearing will be on February 11th.
B. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a sign variance request by Haley Stephens at a location of 1052 Red Bud Road.  The variance request is for a 185 square foot sign.  Current ordinance allows for a 120 square foot sign.  Variance request of 65 square feet.  The ZAB will meet on February 7th, 2013 and the public hearing will be on February 11th, 2013.
C. Councilman Hammond made a motion to remove from the table an intergovernmental agreement and resolution with the Electric Cities of Georgia.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  General Manager Vickery reviewed the agreement and resolution stating the agreement adds three years to the original contract and redefines the distribution of services provided by Electric Cities of Georgia.  Mr. Vickery also explained that Electric Cities of Georgia is a nonprofit organization that the City of Calhoun has greatly benefited from their services, such as safety and training.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the intergovernmental agreement and resolution with Electric Cities of Georgia.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
D. Mayor Palmer stated that the second reading of an amendment to Section 6-34 and 6-40 of the alcohol ordinance would be postponed until the next meeting in January to allow for more discussion.  
8. New Business:
A. Mayor Palmer reviewed and read a Resolution to apply for recertification to remain a Certified City of Ethics.  The reapplication process occurs every four years.  The City of Calhoun approved Ordinance number 683 on January 10th, 2000 establishing a Code of Ethics for City Officials.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the resolution as read.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (copy attached)
B. Mayor Palmer reviewed an update to the City of Calhoun Personnel Policies to allow for updating of code sections, title changes, and to incorporate certain sections of the existing personnel ordinance.  City Attorney Govignon stated that the personnel policies update has been presented in resolution form to incorporate all personnel ordinance changes into one document, so as to have a current personnel policies booklet to hand out to new employees.   Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the updated Personnel Policies Resolution.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (copy attached)
C. Mayor Palmer read an Alcohol- Beer, Wine, Liquor manager change request for VFW Post #5376 at a location of 406 West Line Street.  The prior manager was Stephanie Lowe and the proposed manager is Ashley Dobson.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the manager change request.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

D. Mayor Palmer read an Alcohol- Beer, Wine, Liquor manager change request for Quick Stop at a location of 461 Harris Beamer Road.  The prior manager was Satnam Singh and the proposed manager is Baluir Kaur.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the manager change request.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

E. Business license renewal readings.

i. Reading of Taxi Cab renewal request

· Jose Manual Lima Alveno for Emanuel’s Taxi
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the Taxi cab renewal request.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
ii. Reading of alcohol license renewal requests

Beer Package
· Balvir Kaur for Quick Stop

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the beer package renewal request.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
Beer Pouring
· Melba Jane Price for Pizza Hut

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the beer pouring renewal request.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
Beer and Liquor Pouring

· Carlos Aldama for El Rayos
· Ashley Clark Dobson for VFW Post 5376

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the beer and liquor pouring renewal request.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
9. Other written items not on the agenda: None
10. Work Reports: 
A. Administrator Eddie Peterson 
B. General Manager Larry Vickery
C. George Govignon, City Attorney
i. City Attorney Govignon stated that he had met with Building Inspector Don McGinnis concerning applications for new billboards sign permits at the Redbud Road interchange.  After extensive review Attorney Govignon and Building Inspector McGinnis recommended that the Mayor and Council consider a moratorium on perspective new billboard permit applications at the Redbud Road and I-75 intersection and all interchanges within the City for 60 days.  The reasoning for the moratorium concerns the lack of information from Georgia Department of Transportation concerning the redesign of the intersections.  The City’s sign ordinance requires restrictions for signs based upon where the roads widens and narrows, so due to the ongoing construction a moratorium should be implemented until the City has a clearer picture of what the road measurements will be.  Councilman Barton made a motion to implement a moratorium on perspective new billboard permit applications at all I-75 intersections within the City for 60 days.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
11. Councilman Barton made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting aye, motion approved.

Approved:




          Submitted:
             _____________________________                            ___________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                                Paul Worley, City Clerk
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