                                                                                                Minutes Of the City Council Meeting, June 18, 2012

CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING ST

JUNE 18, 2012 7:00 P.M.         
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem
                             George Crowley, Councilman 



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman 
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator

                             Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager
                             Paul Worley, City Clerk


Jeff DeFoor, Director of Electric Utilities
                             Jerry Crawford, Water and Sewer Director

Danny Stephens, Water Treatment Superintendent


George Govignon, Assistant City Attorney

Garry Moss, Chief of Police


Michelle Taylor, Calhoun City Schools Superintendent


Don Hood, Calhoun City Schools Finance Director
                                                  
  
Vickie Spence, United Way of Gordon County Director

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Councilman Crowley gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the agenda and Councilman Crowley seconded the motion.   All voted aye, motion approved.

4. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2012 City Council Meeting.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
5.  Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer offered his condolences to the family of Ray Talley that recently passed away.  Ray Talley served the Calhoun Police Department as a communications officer from 1979-1997 and then worked part time for 3 more years.  Mayor Palmer also offered his condolences to the family of Jessie Mann on the passing of his wife.
6. Public Hearings and Comments: 
A. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing concerning amendments to the General Government Fee Schedule.  Mayor Palmer stated that the fee increases would get the City of Calhoun more in line with some of the surrounding cities.  Some of the changes include an increase in alcohol license fees, street department miscellaneous fees, animal control fees, and taxicab license and permit fees.

· Mayor Palmer asked for any comments. 
· Doug Hall asked some specific questions about the process of opening a taxicab business. 

· There were no more comments and Mayor Palmer closed the public hearing and asked for a motion.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the General Government Fee Schedule.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (fee schedule attached)
B. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing concerning amendments to the Calhoun Utilities Fee Schedule.  Some of the changes include a 7% water rate increase and a 5% sewer rate increase.  Various other fees were adjusted to cover the operational cost of providing utilities such as returned check charges, deposits, and cut off charges.

· Mayor Palmer asked for any comments. 
· Doug Hall petitioned the city council to not pass the rate increases.
· Mayor Palmer and General Manager Vickery assured Mr. Hall that every measure had been taken to reduce costs, but the rate increase was necessary to cover the City’s costs of providing utilities.  Councilman Hammond also stated that unfunded federal and environmental mandates continue to contribute to the increase cost of providing utilities.

· There were no more comments and Mayor Palmer closed the public hearing and asked for a motion.

· Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the Calhoun Utilities Fee Schedule.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. (fee schedule attached)
7. Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer stated that the Council has the opportunity to adopt the City of Calhoun and Calhoun City Schools annual operating budget and capital plan for the fiscal year July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.  Mayor Palmer stated that there have already been two public hearings discussing the proposed budgets.

· Eddie Peterson gave a general overview on the General Government budget and thanked everyone for all the hard work. (budget summary attached)
· Larry Vickery also gave a general overview on the Utilities budget and thanked everyone for their hard work. (budget summary attached)
· Michele Taylor thanked the City Council for their support. (budget summary attached)
· Mayor Palmer read the City of Calhoun Budget Resolution. (copy attached)

· Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the Budget Resolution as read.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

· Mayor Palmer stated that the new budgets included a 0.39 property millage rate increase for city government and a 1.75 property millage rate increase for the city schools.

· Councilman Crowley stated that he felt the two most important tasks for the Mayor and Council was to pick the right employees to help run the city government and to pass a budget every year.  Councilman Crowley said that the last few years have been some of the most difficult for the school system and city government for passing balanced budgets.  State funds for education continue to decline and large budget cuts have been necessary.  Also, within city government revenues have decreased during the recession and budget cuts in addition to delayed capital expenditures have been necessary.  In spite of these challenges the City of Calhoun has been able to maintain the same level of services.

· Councilman Hammond also commended everyone involved with the budget process.  Councilman Hammond assured the public that the council did not meet as a tax and spend council.  The Mayor, Council, and department heads have worked hard to cut waste and spending.  Furthermore, it has been a very difficult 5 years for the budgeting process.

· Finally, Mayor Palmer concluded the discussion by also thanking the finance department, department heads, and everyone who was involved with the budget process.

B. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a beer and liquor pouring license request by Carlos Aldama DBA: El Rayos restaurant at a location of 360 South Piedmont Street.  The public hearing will be on July 9th.
C. Mayor Palmer stated that a new taxicab ordinance has been drafted and is still being reviewed by the Mayor and Council.  Mayor Palmer asked for the taxicab moratorium to be extended through July 31st to allow for the proper time to implement the new ordinance.  Councilman Hammond made the stated motion.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

8. New Business:
A. Mayor Palmer read a road closure request by United Way of Gordon County for Unity Run XIX to be held on Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at 6:30pm.  The Unity Run begins on Warrior Path at Gordon Central High School, crosses Red Bud Road onto Curtis Parkway, right onto Dews Pond Road, right onto Barrett Road, left onto Meadow Lane, left onto Buena Vista continuing on Boulevard Heights, right onto East Line Street, left onto Piedmont Street, right onto North Court Street crosses Hwy 41 and ends at the corner of Court Street and Park Avenue in downtown Calhoun.  Road closure is pending GDOT approval.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the road closure.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

B. Mayor Palmer stated that the utility division has made a request to charge off $128,719.93 of unpaid utility bills for fiscal year 2011-2012.  This represents only 1/28 of 1% of all billed services.  Mayor Palmer read a statement from customer service manager Joyce Lingerfelt thanking Margaret Peeler and Annissa Clark for their assistance and hard work collecting unpaid bills.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the $128,719.93 charge offs.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
C. Mayor Palmer announced that the City Council was currently reviewing a contract with American Engineers, Inc. for the Peter Street safety enhancement project.  AEI has completed projects with Gordon County in the past.  Gordon County is recommending AEI for the Peter Street project which will be jointly financed with SPLOST dollars from Gordon County and the City of Calhoun.

D. Mayor Palmer read a road closure request by Babubhai Patel and Nick Patel beginning on Hillside Drive at the highway 53 spur Brookstone Subdivision entrance and continuing to the intersection of Hillside Drive and Regency Row.  Then continuing north on Regency Row to the address 142 Regency Row.  The closure request is for June 21st between the hours of 8:30am to 10:30am.  The request is to allow for festivities for their spiritual leader who is visiting from India.  Mr. Nick Patel was in attendance and addressed the Mayor and Council.  Mayor Palmer stated that due to safety reasons and the amount of people who would not have access in or out of their homes that he would not recommend approval of the road closure.  Mr. Patel stated that Dwight Wilson has arranged for adequate parking to prevent people from parking on the street and would only need one lane closed.  Mayor Palmer stated that Mr. Patel should contact the Police and Fire Chiefs as well as Mr. Wilson to make arrangements that would accommodate their needs without sacrificing safety and access to other people’s homes due to a road closure.

9. Other written items not on the agenda: None
10. Work Reports: None
11. Councilman Barton made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting aye, motion approved.

Approved:




          Submitted:

             _____________________________                            ___________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                                Paul Worley, City Clerk
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