                                                                                                Minutes Of the City Council Meeting, January 23, 2012

CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING ST

JANUARY 23, 2012 7:00 P.M.         
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem
                             George Crowley, Councilman 



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman 
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator

                             Bill Bailey, City Attorney

                             Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager


Jeff DeFoor, Director of Electric Utilities
                             Paul Worley, City Clerk

Gary Moss, Chief of Police


Jerry Crawford, Water and Sewer Director


Suzanne Roland, Mainstreet Director
                                                  
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Councilman Hammond gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the agenda, Councilman Crowley seconded the motion.   All voted aye, motion approved.

4. Councilman Hammond wanted to amend item A. under new business by removing, “all other Councilman abstained from voting” and adding, “Councilman Edwards was presented as Mayor Pro Tem by unanimous acclamation”. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2012 City Council Meeting with the stated amendment.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.                                                  

5.  Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer reminded the public of a sign variance request by Greater Community Bank at a location of 305 West Belmont Drive.  The variance request is to reduce the sign minimum setback from 10 feet to 4 feet.  The Zoning Advisory Board will meet on February 9th and the public hearing will be on February 13th.

B. Mayor Palmer reminded the public of a zoning change request for Jackie Purgason with Morgan Taylor, LLC at a location of 107 Kent Drive.  The request is for a two acre tract to be rezoned from R-1 to C-2.  The ZAB will meet on February 9th and the public hearing will be on February 13th.

6. Public Hearings and Comments: 
A. Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing for an ordinance adopting and enacting a new Code of Ordinances, a repeal of certain ordinances, provisions for penalty and manner for amending the Code, and providing when such Code and this ordinance will become effective.

· Mayor Palmer stated that this ordinance is necessary to officially adopt the newly republished Code of Ordinances.  The republishing consisted of incorporating ordinances that have been passed since the last republishing, and updating of the existing ordinances.  The changes to the existing ordinances consisted mainly of title changes, new meeting schedules, and staying in compliance with state laws.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments.
· There were no comments and the public hearing was closed
· Councilman Barton made a motion to adopt and enact the new Code of Ordinances.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

7.   Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a pawn shop license request by Chad Huffer D/B/A: American Gold River Guns & Pawn at a location of 216 West Belmont Drive.  The public hearing will be on February 13th.

B. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a beer, wine, and liquor license request by Vilas Patel D/B/A: Warehouse Liquor Store at a location of 255 West Line Street.  The public hearing will be on February 13th.

   
 8.   New Business: 
A. Suzanne Roland, Mainstreet Director and board member with the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Committee requested street closings in connections with the BBQ, Blues and Boogie event to be held on Friday and Saturday, April 27 and 28, 2012.  The request is for closing Park Avenue from Trammel Street to Oothcalooga Street on Friday at 2:00 pm until Saturday at 6:00 pm for the Kansas City BBQ competition.  Court Street from Wall Street to the RR tracks on Friday at 6 pm until Saturday at 6 pm for the Fashion Runway Show, Street Dance, and live entertainment.  Wall Street from Hicks Street south to Trammel Street, Trammel Street from Wall to Piedmont Street, and Piedmont Street from Trammel to Hicks Street on Friday from 6:00 pm until 10 pm for the bicycle race, set up and clean up.  Councilman Hammond asked if the downtown merchants were supportive of this event.  Mrs. Roland stated that the downtown merchants were supportive and she had received no complaints about the proposed event.  Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the stated road closings.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  

B. Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager, stated that the proposed vendor for the Blower equipment for the Brittany Drive Water Treatment Plant has backed out due to bonding requirements and Utilities is looking to the second bidder to supply the blower. The consulting engineers Peoples & Quigley, inc. recommend the second low bidder, Aerzen, whose bid of $23,890.00 is $1,536.00 more than the low bid.(recommendation letter attached)  Aerzen USA Corporation also did not provide a bid bond but they have agreed to provide the performance and payment bonds as required.  Councilman Barton made a motion to award the contract to Aerzen USA Corporation.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
      9.   Other written items not on the agenda: None
      10.   Work Reports:
A. Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
· Mr. Peterson stated that the City was currently reviewing construction bids for Streetscape phase III.  Mr. Peterson and Mrs. Roland should have a recommendation for the Mayor and Council by the next City Council meeting. 
B. Larry Vickery, Utilities General Manager
· Mr. Vickery discussed a request by the electric department to reallocate funds from repairing an old bucket truck to purchasing a return lease truck.  Mr. Vickery explained that the truck that was approved to have $68,000 worth of repairs was getting to old to get necessary replacement part.  This truck has already been rebuilt two times in the past.  The electric department has received a quote for a 2005 truck for $80,000. (budget adjustment request and quote for truck purchase attached) Councilman Hammond made a motion to allow the line items in the electric department’s budget to be adjusted to allow for the purchase of the 2005 truck.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. 

       11.   Councilman Crowley made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman

           Hammond with all voting aye, motion approved.
Approved:




          Submitted:

             _____________________________                            ___________________________            


 Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem                                               Paul Worley, City Clerk
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