Minutes Of the City Council Meeting, September 26, 2011


CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

  109 SOUTH KING ST                         
SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 7:00 P.M.                     
MINUTES
PRESENT:
Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem

George Crowley, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman 
ABSENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator



Larry Vickery, General Manager, Utilities


Bill Bailey, City Attorney

Paul Worley, Deputy Clerk


Jerry Crawford, Water and Sewer Director

Chief Garry Moss, Calhoun Police Department Chief

Jeff DeFoor, Director of Electric Utilities

Ray Dudkowski, Customer Service Manager

Don Hood, Executive Director of Finance

Amy Atkinson, City School Board of Education, Chairperson


Eddie Reeves, City School Board of Education


Tony Swink, City School Board of Education

1. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the agenda, Councilman Barton seconded the motion.  All voted aye, motion approved.
4. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on September 12, 2011.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
Mayor Pro Tem Edwards read a proclamation honoring the National Kappa Kappa Iota organization for educators.  The proclamation honors the organization for their continued effort of promoting the advancement of education.

5. Mayor Pro Tem’s Comments:
A. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards reminded the public of an annexation and zoning change request from AG-1 to C-2 for 0.284 acres at a location of 932 North Wall Street for Stanley Simpson.  The ZAB will meet on October 6th.  The public hearing will be held on October 10th.

B. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards reminded the public of a zoning change request from R-2 to C-2 for 0.24 acres at a location of 932 North Wall Street for Stanley Simpson.  The ZAB will meet on October 6th.  The public hearing will be held on October 10th.

C. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards reminded the public of a request for de-annexation at a location of 1066 Sugar Valley Road which is zoned R-1 and contains 5.43 acres for Martha Juanita Treadaway Muse.  The ZAB will meet on October 6th.  The public hearing is set for October 10th.

D. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards reminded the public of a request for de-annexation at a location of 1060 Sugar Valley Road which is zoned R-1B and contains 0.78 acres for Martha Juanita Treadaway Muse.  The ZAB will meet on October 6th.  The public hearing is set for October 10th.

E. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards reminded the public of a request for de-annexation at a location of 1287 McDaniel Station Road for Betty Brock.  The tract is 0.69 acres and is zoned A-1.  The ZAB will meet on October 6th.  The public hearing is set for October 10th.

6. Public Hearings:  
A. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards opened the public hearing for a taxicab license request for Lilian Barrera De Valladares, owner, D/B/A: Taxi Los Buenos Amigos Inc. at a location of 711 South Wall Street Suite #5.  
· Administrator Peterson stated all advertising and notice requirements have been met.
· Mayor Pro Tem Edwards asked for any comments from the applicant or public.
· There were no comments and the public hearing was closed.
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the taxicab license request.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
7.    Old Business: None
8.  New Business: 
A. Administrator Peterson gave a presentation on the options of setting a new millage rate for property taxes.  Mr. Peterson stated that the tax digest numbers were finalized much sooner than last year.  This could potentially help increase the collection rate this year since property tax bills will be distributed sooner.  Gordon County’s Tax assessor Ashley O’Donald addressed the Council at the noon work session and discussed the reasons for the decrease in the tax digest.  The City’s tax digest has decreased 14.2% in the last two years.  Mr. Peterson stated that last year’s millage rate was 1.591 and the millage rollup rate to remain revenue neutral was 1.826.  A proposed millage rate of 1.73 was advertised in the Calhoun Times.  Calhoun City School’s Executive Director of Finance Don Hood stated that the funds the school system receives from the State continue to drop.  Mr. Hood stated that the Calhoun City School Board of Education has recommended the approval of the rollup rate from 13.865 to 16.012 mills.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the rollup millage rate of 16.012 for the Calhoun City School System.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  Councilman Barton made a motion to set the City of Calhoun’s millage rate at 1.591.  Councilman Hammond gave a second to the motion.  Councilman Crowley voted no to the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 2 to 1.  Councilman Hammond stated that the City has made a lot of hard cuts in its budget to improve efficiencies.  Mr. Hammond also stated that local option sales taxes were trending up.  Mr. Hammond felt that the City could stay within its budget at last year’s millage rate and give the tax payers a little break.  Councilman Crowley stated that he supported the millage rate of 1.73 that was advertised in the Calhoun Times.  Mr. Crowley stated that this rate would still be a tax decrease by an estimated $12,000 compared to last year’s tax collections.  Mr. Crowley felt like the City has postponed capital expenditures for several years while also dipping into reserves to be able to balance the budget during these hard economic times.  Councilman Hammond also stated that some of the City’s capital needs could be addressed if the 2011 special purpose local option sales tax passes in the November election.     
B. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards stated that there was a need for some instrumentation improvements to the Brittney Drive filtration system.  The new controls are needed to meet the SRF, EPD, and sole supplier requirements.  Peoples & Quigley, Inc. recommended using Universal Controls, Inc. as the sole source for instrumentation for the expansion of the Brittany Drive Water Treatment Plant.  The instrumentation will include the filter control panel and operator interface, computer, field instrumentation, SCADA interface and related programming.  The City used Universal Controls in a renovation of the Mauldin Road filters several years ago.  The proposal from Universal Controls, Inc. would provide an operating system that will be virtually identical to the instrumentation at the Mauldin Road Water Plant.  This will be very advantageous for the operator’s and other City personnel involved with installation and maintenance.  The quotation for the project from Universal Controls, Inc. is $180,477.00. (attached) Councilman Barton made a motion to approve Universal Controls, Inc. as a sole source for instrumentation at the Brittney Drive Plant.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
C. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards read a recommendation to award a bid contract to Structural Contractors, Inc. for surface preparation and coating for the Newtown Road surge tank project.  The City’s Engineering Manager David Burnett researched the work record of the low bidder and found nothing that would disqualify the company from receiving the contract.  The low bid from Structural Contractors, Inc. was $49,444. (bid summary attached)  Councilman Barton made a motion to award the contract to Structural Contractors, Inc.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
D. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards read a request from the Calhoun Police Department to approve a new contract with Eagle Advantage Solutions.  The funds to purchase the contract will come from the asset seizure fund which currently has an amount of $73,168.83.  The cost of the contract with Eagle Advantage Solutions, Inc. is $22,911.00.  This new operating system and software will replace the current software system and help improve efficiencies.  This upgrade will also let the Calhoun Police Department interface with the Gordon County Sheriff’s Office since they already use Eagle Advantage Solutions.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the contract with Eagle Advantage Solutions.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved. 
E. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards read a request by the Calhoun Recreation Department to declare a 1987 Custom Chevrolet Pick-up truck as surplus.  The truck’s VIN number is 1GCDR14H3HF372034.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the truck as surplus.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  
F. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards read a request by the Downtown Development Authority to reappoint Jimmy Phillips to the DDA Board.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the reappointment of Jimmy Phillips to the DDA Board.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.  Mr. Phillips’ new term will have an expiration date of June 1, 2014.  Mayor Pro Tem Edwards also stated that DDA Board member John Willis has resigned his seat due to relocation by his employer and the Council needed to appoint a replacement.  The DDA submitted three candidates for a replacement to the City Council.  Councilman Barton made a motion to table the appointment of a new member to the DDA so the Council can further review the candidates.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
G. Mayor Pro Tem Edwards stated that the City Council was going to continue to review the City’s Animal Control Ordinance and try to determine if any amendments need to be made.
9. Other written items not on the agenda:  
10. Work reports:

A. Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
B. Larry Vickery, General Manager, Utilities
· Mr. Vickery stated that the City’s finance department has submitted proposals to several banks for holding various accounts and those proposals are under review. 
        11.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Barton seconded with all voting                                     
 aye, motion approved.
  Approved:




Submitted:

               _____________________________                 
________________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                       Eddie Peterson, City Administrator


1

