Minutes Of the City Council Meeting, July 25, 2011


CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

  109 SOUTH KING ST                         
July 25, 2011 7:00 P.M.                     
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor

Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem

George Crowley, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman 
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator



Larry Vickery, General Manager, Utilities
Paul Worley, Deputy Clerk


Jerry Crawford, Water and Sewer Director

Chief Garry Moss, Calhoun Police Department Chief

Ray Dudkowski, Customer Service Manager

Jeff DeFoor, Electric Department Superintendent

Brad Carrick, Telecommunications Superintendent


Lee Crump, Electric Department

Lenny Nesbitt, Fire Department Chief


Kim Townsend, Recreation Director

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Councilman Crowley gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the agenda, Councilman Hammond seconded the motion.  All voted aye, motion approved.
4. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on July 11, 2011.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
5. Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer reminded the public that there will be a public hearing for the Annexation and Zoning request of R-1B at a location of 110 Meadowbrook Road for William Price and Alan Price.  The public hearing will be August 8th.  The ZRC will meet on July 28th, and ZAB will meet on August 4th.

B. Mayor Palmer reminded the public that there will be a public hearing for the Zoning Change request for PFW Properties, Inc. from Industrial (IND-G) to Commercial (C-2) for property located at 445 Elm Street which contains 1.84 acres.  The public hearing will be on August 8th.  The ZRC will meet on July 28th, and the ZAB will meet on August 4th.

C. Mayor Palmer recognized the Calhoun Recreation 7 and 8 year old girls as the 2011 Flea Girls GRPA State Champions.  Mayor Palmer congratulated the team for their accomplishment, and commended how well they represented the Calhoun Recreation Department.
6. Public Hearings:  
A. Mayor Palmer stated that the request for a beer package license from Vilas Patel, owner, D/B/A: A Knight’s #2, for a location of 1531 Dews Pond Road had been withdrawn.
7.    Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading of a pawn shop license request by Marvin Singleton Jr., owner, D/B/A: The Window, for a location of 1326 South 41 Highway.  The public hearing is set for August 8th. 
8.  New Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer read a request by the Calhoun Police Department to purchase a portable heating and air system for the new K-9 drug dog.  The request is for $649.00 to be paid from the confiscated assets fund.  Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the purchase of the heating and air system.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
B. Mayor Palmer conducted the first reading of a beer package license request from Jose Estrada, owner, D/B/A El Sol Hispanic Grocery, for a location of 188 W. C. Bryant Parkway.  The second reading will be on August 8th, and the public hearing is set for August 22nd.

9. Other written items not on the agenda: None 
10. Work reports:

A. Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
·    Mr. Peterson reviewed the General Government financial report for the last quarter of the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  Mr. Peterson commended the department heads for controlling expenses during these difficult economic times.
·    Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the financial report.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
B. Larry Vickery, General Manager, Utilities
·    Mr. Vickery reviewed the Utilities financial report for the last quarter of the 2010-2011 fiscal year. 
·    Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the financial report.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
·    Mr. Vickery stated that the City has an opportunity to refinance some water and sewerage revenue bonds that would reduce the interest rates on these bonds.  This could potentially result in a cost savings of $250,000 and $300,000 for the City.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the recommendation to refinance the water and sewerage revenue bonds.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

·    Mr. Vickery stated that they were having continual problems with beaver dams at the Brittany Drive water plant.  Mr. Vickery requested to purchase a pontoon mounted backhoe to help dispose of the beaver dams.  Mr. Vickery stated that the backhoe needed to be bought with a City purchasing card, and needed the Council’s approval since it exceeded the $2,500.00 limit.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to authorize a temporary increase in the purchasing card limit to allow for the purchase.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.     
        11.  Councilman Barton made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Crowley seconded with all voting                                     
 aye, motion approved.
  Approved:




Submitted:

               _____________________________                 
________________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                       Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
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