Minutes Of the City Council Meeting, June 20, 2011


CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

  109 SOUTH KING ST                         
June 20, 2011 7:00 P.M.                     
MINUTES
PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor

Al Edwards, Mayor Pro Tem

George Crowley, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman



Matt Barton, Councilman 
ALSO:

Eddie Peterson, City Administrator



Larry Vickery, Director of Utilities

Paul Worley, Deputy Clerk


Jerry Crawford, Water and Sewer Director

Chief Garry Moss, Calhoun Police Dept.


Ray Dudkowski, Customer Service Manager

Jeff DeFoor, Superintendant, Electric Dept.


Brad Carrick, Telecommunications Superintendent


Michele Taylor, City Schools Superintendent


Amy Atkinson, Board of Education Chairperson


Don Hood, City Schools Finance Director

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
A. Councilman Hammond gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the agenda, Councilman Hammond seconded the motion.  All voted aye, motion approved.
4. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on June 13, 2011.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
5. Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer gave a reminder that the public hearing for the Annexation and Zoning request of R-1 by Martin and Mary Vaughn of 104 E. Forty Dr. will be on July 11, 2011.  The ZRC will meet on June 30, 2011 and ZAB will meet on July 7, 2011.
6. Public Hearings:  
A. Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the taxicab operator license request by Moises A. Robleto, D/B/A Taxi Express, at a location of 235 West Line Street, suite #9.
· Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing and asked if there were any comments concerning the license request.
· There were no comments from the public.

· The public hearing was closed.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the taxicab operator license.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

7.    Old Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer stated that the Council has the opportunity to adopt the City of Calhoun and Calhoun City Schools annual operating budget and capital plan for the fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  Mayor Palmer stated that there have already been two public hearings discussing the proposed budgets.
· Eddie Peterson gave a general overview on the General Government budget.
· Larry Vickery gave a general overview on the Utilities budget.
· Michele Taylor gave a general overview of the Calhoun City Schools budget.

· Mayor Palmer read the City of Calhoun Budget Resolution.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Budget Resolution as read.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

B. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading for the Annexation and Zoning request of R-1B at a location of 110 Meadowbrook Road for William Price and Alan Price.  The public hearing will be on August 8th.  The ZRC will meet on July 28th, and the ZAB will meet on August 4th.
C. Mayor Palmer conducted a second reading for the Zoning Change request for PFW Properties, Inc. from Industrial (IND-G) to Commercial (C-2) for property located at 445 Elm Street.  Parcel number C26-202A which contains 1.84 acres.  The public hearing will be on August 8th.  ZRC will meet on July 28th, and ZAB will meet on August 4th.
D. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading for a class A Beer Package license request from Yogesh Patel, manager, D/B/A Food Mart and Tobacco, for a location of 1402 US Hwy-41 Calhoun, GA.  The public hearing is set for July 11th.  

E. Mayor Palmer conducted the second reading for a proposed new personnel ordinance.  The personnel ordinance establishes a General Government Division and a Utility Division.  This ordinance also eliminates the Utility Commission.  There will be a public hearing on July 11th and the ordinance will also be eligible for adoption on July 11th after the public hearing. 

8.  New Business: 
A. Mayor Palmer conducted the first reading of a beer package license request from Patel Vilas, owner, D/B/A: A Knight’s #2, for a location of 1531 Dews Pond Road, Calhoun, GA.  The second reading will be on July 11th, and a public hearing is set for July 25th. 
B. Mayor Palmer read a Calhoun Utilities Rate Resolution that authorizes amendments to water and sewer rates.  Mayor Palmer stated that this resolution consists of a 5% sewer rate increase and a 7% water rate increase.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the Rate Resolution as read.  Councilman Edwards gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
C. Mayor Palmer stated that negotiations on the Intergovernmental agreement for the use and distribution of 2012 SPLOST for capital outlay projects had been completed.  An agreement on the possible overage funds was set at 48.5% for the City of Calhoun, 48.5% for Gordon County, 1.3% for the City of Fairmount, 1% for the City of Resaca, and 0.6% for the City of Plainville.  Councilman Hammond commented on the importance of passing the SPLOST in November.  Mr. Hammond stated that the City has presented some diverse projects that should appeal to the citizens, and that the funds would address a growing need of replacing some capital equipment.  Councilman Barton made a motion to approve the presented 2012 SPLOST Intergovernmental agreement.  Councilman Hammond gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.

D. Mayor Palmer stated a request by the Finance Department to comply with statement 54 given by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board.  The request is for the Mayor and Council to designate the reserve account and the renewal and replacement account in the general fund as committed.  The committed funds will be eligible for deposits and withdrawal only by the authority of the Mayor and Council.  Mr. Peterson stated that the City already treats these reserves as committed and that this will formalize the policy to comply with GASB standards.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to designate the reserve account and the renewal and replacement account as committed funds with usage only by Council approval in and out.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
E. Mayor Palmer read a request from Utilities to waive a $184,690 transfer from the Electric department and a $133,286 transfer from the Water department into the reserve fund.  Mayor Palmer stated that this would be the third year that there was not enough cash flow to transfer extra funds into reserves.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to waive the budgeted amounts to reserves.  Councilman Barton gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
F. Mayor Palmer read a request from Utilities to transfer $700,000 from Electric reserves into the pooled account for cash flow purposes.  Mr. Vickery stated that the Electric department had funded some unbudgeted projects from the cash account and this transfer would help replenish those funds.  Councilman Barton made a motion to transfer the funds.  Councilman Crowley gave a second with all voting aye, motion approved.
9. Other written items not on the agenda: 
10. Work reports:

A. Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
B. Larry Vickery, Utility Director- Mr. Vickery stated that the Electric department sent crews to assist Dalton Utilities from recent storm damage under the mutual aid agreement. 
        11.  Councilman Barton made the motion to adjourn, Councilman Crowley seconded, all voted aye, motion approved.

  Approved:




Submitted:

               _____________________________                 
________________________________            


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                       Eddie Peterson, City Administrator
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