CITY OF CALHOUN
Regular City Council Meeting

Depot Community Room

109 South King Street

June 15, 2009 -7:00 P.M.

Present: James F. Palmer, Mayor


 George Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem


 Ray Denmon, Councilman


 Al Edwards, Councilman


 David Hammond, Councilman

Also:
 Eddie Peterson, City Administrator


 Garry Moss, Police Chief


 Jerry Crawford, Water/Sewer Director


 William P. Bailey, Attorney


 Andrea Bramlett, Utility Finance Director


 Amy Atkinson, Chairperson, City School Board


 Matt Barton, Member, City School Board


 Don Hood, Finance Director, City School System

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.

A. Councilman Crowley gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda.  Councilman Hammond second the motion. All voted aye.

4. Mayor Palmer asks that the approval of minutes dated June 8, 2009.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve both sets of minutes.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye.

5. Mayor’s Comments:
A. Mayor Palmer stated that the regular Council meeting of June 22, 2009 was rescheduled to June 15, 2009 due to the annual Georgia Municipal Association meetin scheduled for June 20-23, 2009.

6. Old Business:
A. Mayor Palmer opened Old Business with a summary of the 2009-2010 budget process for the City of Calhoun and the City School Board.  The Budget process began March 4, 2009 and covered many required items prior to adoption.  There has been Two public hearings, advertisements in the Calhoun times, several Mayor and Council work sessions, and many hours of work by department heads.  Mayor Palmer also commended the School Board for their dedication and hard work during this difficult economic time.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any other comments from anyone.

a. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the 2009-2010 respective budgets for the City of Calhoun General Government and Utility Division.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye.
b. Councilman Hammond made a motion to accept and approve the 2009-2010 City of Calhoun School Board Budget as presented.  Councilman Crowley second the motion.  All voted aye.
c. Mayor Palmer read the City of Calhoun Budget Resolution which referenced Exhibits “A”, “B”, and “C” as part of the Resolution.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the Budget Resolution.  Councilman Edwards second the motion.  All voted aye. (Copy attached)
B. Mayor Palmer had the second reading for a beer package license for La Costena Mini Market with Cleopatra Alvarez of 710 Riverside Drive, NW Calhoun, Georgia.  The beer package store would be located at 609 North Wall Street.  The earliest date for a public hearing is July 27, 2009.

C. Mayor Palmer had the second reading of a taxi license request for Migul a Catalan, of 200 South Line Street, apartment 122, Calhoun, Georgia.  The business will be known as Old American Taxi at a location of 910 North Wall Street.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the taxi request contingent upon a physician’s recommendation that Mr. Catlalan’s health issues would not affect his ability to safely transport paid passengers.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye.
D. Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the utility charge off list presented by Director Cornwell for $123,432.75.  Councilman Denmon second the motion. All voted aye.
E. Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the amended Utility Fee Schedule Resolution.  Councilman Crowley second the motion.  All voted aye. (Copy attached)
F. Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the amended General Fund Fee Schedule Resolution as amended.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye. (Copy attached)
7. New Business:
A. Echota Baptist Church request a block party, July 23, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m., beginning at the mailbox located near the front steps of the church and continuing to the stop sign on Short North Wall Street.  This configuration would allow for emergency vehicles access from two directions if needed.  This block party has been approved in the past for the Friday night vacation bible school celebration.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the request.  Councilman Crowley second the motion.  All voted aye.
B. Councilman Crowley made a motion to deny a block party street closure request by Mr. Tony McMillian at 171 Fox Hall Drive in Forest Heights due to the absence of another means to access the adjoining properties with emergency vehicles because Fox Hall Drive is a dead end street.  Councilman Edwards second the motion.  All voted aye.
C. A request was compiled by the City of Calhoun General Government and Utility Division to close certain bank accounts due to combining accounts, inactivity, and other house cleaning requirements.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to close the requested bank accounts.  Councilman Hammond second the motion.  All voted aye.
8. Annexation:  No request.

9. There were no additional items on the agenda.

10. There were no work reports by Cornwell or Peterson.
11. Attorney Bailey requests the Mayor and Council to discuss a possible litigation against the City of Calhoun.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to go into executive session to discuss one item only concerning this possible litigation with Strack, Inc.  Councilman Crowley second the motion.  All voted aye.
12. Councilman Hammond made a motion to move out of executive session into regular session.  Councilman Crowley second the motion.  All voted aye.
13. Councilman Crowley made a motion to accept the $131,730.00 settlement proposal by Strack, Inc.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye.
14. Councilman Crowley made a motion to adjourn the Council meeting.  Councilman Denmon second the motion.  All voted aye.
Approved:





Submitted:

               _______________________                                                   ____________________________


 James F. Palmer, Mayor                                                           Eddie Peterson, City Administrator

