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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

AUGUST 11, 2008 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



George R. Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray Denmon, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman


Al Edwards, Councilman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 


Heather Evans, Deputy City Clerk
1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. Councilman Edwards gave the invocation. 
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3.
Mayor Prom Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried. 
4.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2008 regular City Council meeting as written.  The motion was seconded by Councilman D with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
5.
Mayors Comments:
A.
Mayor Palmer asked Councilman Edwards to review the zoning hearing 
scheduled for October 13, 2008 with the Zoning Advisory Board meeting on 
October 9, 2008.

1.    
A 6 foot variance request by Neva Faith Wetton to build a 10’x20’ open 
garage at 81 Echota 2nd Street.
6.
Council Comments:

A.
Councilman Edwards gave the July reports as follows:

1)
The Street Department:

· Routine maintenance of brush truck, bush hog, and street sweeper routes.
· Placed 5 new street signs
· Completed 23 shop and 32 street department work orders

· Ran storm water maintenance plan on July 8th checking all grates and pipes inside the City
· Laid 40 ft. 12 in pipe, hauled dirt to fill in around bridge abutments, landscaped and grassed both sides of the new bridge at the recreation center.
· Build forms, pour concrete pads and install 4 – park benches purchased by the beautification committee at the new playground.

· Remove remaining silt fencing, cut and haul brush and fill in ruts along the creek banks at the 58 acre park.
· Build enclosures and mulch around 9-12 ft oak trees that were planted in the main parking lot at the 58 acre park.  Planted 1 – 12 ft oak tree at the island in the soccer field parking lot.

2)
The Parks and Maintenance Department:

· Performed general maintenance in all departments when called upon. (Buildings crew)
· Grounds crew performed general grounds work [mowing, trimming, trash pick-up, spraying, weed pulling, and edging at departments as needed, sidewalks and other designated areas.
· Completed maintenance jobs for the City Hall, Street Department and the Depot.

3)
Cemetery Department:

· Supervised the opening and closing of 8 grave sites

· Performed routine maintenance on Fain and Chandler Cemeteries

· Sold 28 new grave spaces

· Assisted Contractors with installation of 8 new monuments

· Worked 10 grave sites 
4)
Animal Control:

· Housed 13 dogs and 35 cats

· Answered 78 customer calls
· Issued 2 first warnings for leash law violation
5)
Safety Committee:

· Had a safety topic of Foot Protection
· Inspected Water Construction on July 15, 2008
·  0 accidents reported

B.
Councilman Denmon gave the July reports as follows:

1)
The Water Treatment Plant Facility:

· Pumped a total of  363,930,000 gallons of water for a daily average of 11,739,677 million gallons 
· The Brittany Drive Treatment Plant produced 27.8% of the City’s potable water for the month.


2)
The Waste Treatment Plant:

· Treated a daily average of 4.774 MGD, with an average BOD effluent of 6, average suspended effluent of 13, and an average COD effluent of 57. 

3)
The Water Construction Department:

· Made 21 water connections
· Made 58 water connections changed out with new meter

· Repaired 52 water leaks

· Installed 200 feet of 2” PVC pipe

· Installed 18 2” meters
· Responded to 417 locates

· Responded to 102 utility locates 
· 44 emergency locates called in for repairs
· Responded to 276 misc. calls


4)
The Sewer Construction Department:

· Provided 7 sewer connections during the month
· Repaired 20 sanitary services
· Inspected 733 ft of sanitary sewers

· Repaired 2 sanitary sewer mains
· Completed 293 locates 
· Repaired 1 lift station
· Responded to 4 calls for sewer service (3 on customer side)
· Cleaned sewer lines totaling 8,000 feet

· Opened and inspected 56 manholes
· Provided 5 road wash downs for Water Construction Department
· Cleared 6,000 sewer line right of ways

· Repaired yard off Kenmoreland Drive where new sewer main was installed by contractor

· Removed dead trees from sewer line right of way where sewer was installed several years ago off Union Grove Church Road @ Hwy. 53

· Cleared perimeter of Big Springs area for installation of new fence around spring


5)
The Sludge Department:

· Applied 1,680 cubic yards representing 212.2 dry tons of sludge
6)
Building Inspection Department:

· Issued 58 permits for an estimated cost of $1,647,357.00.   This included 1 grading, 2 new residential, 4 residential remodeling, 1 new commercial, 3 commercial remodeling, 5 residential plumbing, 2 commercial plumbing, 7 residential HVAC, 6 commercial HVAC, 13 residential electrical, 5 commercial electrical, 5 sign permits, 1 soil & erosion, 2 pool permit & 1 NOI.

C.
Councilman Crowley gave his July reports as follows:

1)
The Electric Department:

Long Term Projects Under Construction:

· The electric upgrade of older clarifiers and thickeners at the Waste Treatment Plant is complete.  The new back wash pump is in place at the Water Plant and control installation is underway.  The utilities construction crews will be supported by electric maintenance personnel as needed to complete all remaining Waste treatment plant projects and controls.
· Phase II of the System Loss Program for 2007-2008 engineering study revision phase is complete to accommodate system load characteristic changes.  Switching equipment bid preparation is complete and the required brackets and switches are on order.  Initial training on capacitor controls is complete.  Recent statistics indicate a 3% power factor improvement as a result of continuing work.
· Pump control and electrical installations are in progress for the Folsom and Millers Ferry locations and material has been ordered.  Maintenance and repair at other sites are in process.

· The electric AMR Project as included the installation of the first tower installation on the Hillcrest Tank site.  Installations for Fire Tower Rd. and Antioch Tank sites are under construction.  The first electric meters are due for shipment in August.
Projects and Maintenance Under Construction:
· Inspection and tagging of the existing underground installations and overhead grounding maintenance continue to be scheduled weekly.
· Pole replacement is in process for all tested and rejected poles.  The 2008 pole inspections complete an 8 year cycle for the entire electric system.  Additional poles needing replacement this year were found.  All lighting pole replacements have been completed at the Calhoun Recreation Department.
· Service for the Badcock Building on South Wall Street is waiting on customer to complete.
· The electric 300 Kva service to the new El Napol restaurant has been completed.  The transformer has been set. An outdoor lighting installation is complete.  Waiting on developer to energize.
· The new Century Bank on West Belmont and Kobelco additional service are engineered and waiting in developer construction to progress.
· The Coosa Senior Complex Phase 2 is in engineering and design with temporary overhead service in process.
· Tree trimming and clearing continues for Meadow Lane, Curtis Parkway and Mims Drive areas.  Spot trimming will also target “Hot Spots” in the Industrial areas.
· Street and security lighting – 27
· New business and maintenance –  104
· After hours trouble callouts – 13
During the Month of July the Electric Department:

· Set 6 meters
· Provided maintenance/replacement for 8 meters
· Purchased over 23 million KWH of electricity in June
· Councilman Hammond read a request from the Electric Department to declare the following vehicle and equipment surplus property and to be sold on Gov Deals.
1. One 1990 Ford F350 VIN # 1FDJF37H21NB27111
2. One Hewlett-Packard Design Jet 780c plus plotter/printer, Model c-47098 Serial # ESA7432075 (non-operable)
3. Radio – Microwave Data Transceiver – Model 2000 series, serial # 3350965-A17, operating when removed from service
4. Radio – Microwave Data Master station – Model 2000 series, Serial # 6B125, operating when removed from service
5. CRT Video Monitor 19”, Model MF-5121, Serial # 888221, Operating when removed from service
6. CRT Video Monitor 15”, Model MA-1450, serial # 59452752, Operating when removed from service
7. Two (2) Dot Matrix Printers, Model # A95652, serial # B72P6300 and 561125171LX, operating when removed from service
8. Miscellaneous cables, coaxial cables, UPS battery boxes, keyboards, usable when removed from service
· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to declare the items surplus and to be sold on GovDeals.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
Telecommunications Department:

· Finished internet connections for Calhoun School System and Timber Ghost
· Moved internet connection for Hawk Aviation

· Signed internet agreement with VTI Transport

· AMR- pulled fiber to top of Fire Tower Rd. Put out request for quotes to pull fiber to Antioch water tower antenna location.  Started DOT permit for fiber crossing at Interstate 75 and Dews Pond Rd.

· Received hardware for new backup server

· Attended the Harris Southeast Users Group meeting in Savannah

· Opened 37 work orders and closed 25
During the Month of July the GIS Department:
· Hired Micky Beckman to fill new GIS Analyst position (Started August 4th)
· Started search for software to manage fiber cable in GIS

· Set up 42 inch plotter at City Hall

· Supported AMR project

· Continued to assist the Electric and Engineering departments on converting AutoCAD drawings into GIS system.


D.
Councilman Hammond gave his July reports as follows: 

1)
The Police Department:

· Made 638 cases with 5 DUI’s

· Fines collected by Municipal Court - $62,552.50
· Issued 393 warnings
· Investigated 48 highway accidents and 32 private property accidents, 0 injuries, 0 fatalities
· Provided 105 escorts 

· Filed 1,754 incidents reports

· Responded to 105 alarms

· Patrolled 51,699 miles 

· Responded to 5,453 calls for service by E-911
· The Calhoun Police Department participated in the Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program during the month of July.  This program is sponsored and funded by the Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency and the National Preparedness Directorate.  The United States Army, Electronic Proving Ground, administers the program on behalf of the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA.

· The police department received a ZISTOS Detection/Deterrence Search & Surveillance system.  The shipment included a WalkAbout II Display and Sling Harness; sunshade; color camera; infrared monochrome camera; audio module; headphones; right angle adapter; rechargeable batteries; battery charger, battery pack; flexible baton; telescoping poles; and carry case; all valued at approximately $8,000.

2)
The Fire Department:

· Responded to 78 calls for service, 12 fire incidents for damages totaling an estimated $326,000
· Overpressure rupture, explosion, overheat (No Fire)
· Responded to 26 emergency medical service calls with 19 injuries and 1 deaths 
· Responded to 9 hazardous conditions incidents 

· Responded to 7 miscellaneous service calls, 21 false alarms, 1 special incident and 1 good intent
· Completed in-house training during the month for all firefighters on State required core skills along with additional department training

· Completed all scheduled station and vehicle maintenance
· All shift members attended Life Force Helicopter Safety and Landing
· Conducted Fire Extinguisher class for Liberty tire recycling with 30 students


3)
Fire Inspection Department:

· Provided 81  inspections during the month: 10 annual, 6 new business, 52 requested, 13 follow-up re-inspections
· Attended 2 plan reviews
· Issued 3 sprinkler permits

· Attended annexation/zoning meetings on new properties

· Continued school inspections for Calhoun City Schools, Gordon Central and Ashworth Schools

· Inspectors attended LEPC meeting, North GA Fire Investigators Association meetings

· Lt. Dooley attended City Safety committee meeting

· Inspectors attended Fire Safety Symposium July 15,16,17 at GPSTC in Forsyth

· Began moving Fire Inspections into the new offices behind Station #2 at 3921 Richardson Road.


4)
Coosa Valley RDC:

· Councilman Hammond explained the merger between North Georgia RDC and Coosa Valley RDC.  He also stated that the current president was not re-elected during the July elections.

7.
Zoning and other Public Hearings: 

A.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time the public hearing on zoning matters will be 



held.  The public will have an opportunity to make pro and con comments with 



a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter and with each person 


speaking giving their name and address and with each person speaking having 



filed a 
financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing if required.  



Mayor Palmer made an inquiry to determine if any elected official has filed or 



needed to file a disclosure statement regarding any ownership or special interest 



in the agenda item.  There were none.  Mayor Palmer stated that the land use 



maps are on display at the Council Chambers for both the Zoning Advisory Board 


and the City Council hearings and the Council members have a copy of the 



Zoning Minutes from the latest Zoning Advisory Board Meeting.

1.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of an annexation and CN zoning request by Larry W. and Kathy S. Brown for 4.05 acres located at 122 Nelson Lake Road.
· The public hearing was opened.
· Peterson stated signs on the property, notices to the adjoining property owners and notices to the local legal organ were completed.
· Mayor Palmer asked Mr. Brown is he had any comments.

· Mr. Brown stated he and Mrs. Brown purchased the property approximately 2 years ago.  The intent of the purchase was to use the house for special events such as banquets, weddings, etc.  He stated they wished to expand the house after all regulations are met but in order to be financially stable for the expansion that they must operated as a restaurant for a while after all regulations are met.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments
· Councilman Edwards explained the findings of the Zoning Advisory Board 

· Attorney Bailey requested that the CN zoning have the stipulation that the property can only be used as a bed & breakfast – banquet type facility and not as any other commercial use as stated within the CN zoning ordinance. 

· Mr. Brown stated they had no other plans beside what had been stated and did not intend on selling the property.

· The public hearing was closed.

· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:

(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently zoned C-1.

(4)
The zoning proposal may result in additional traffic during events on existing streets and will not impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to annex the request Larry W. and Kathy S. Brown for 4.05 acres located at 122 Nelson Lake Road. The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to zone the request by Larry W. and Kathy S. Brown for 4.05 acres located at 122 Nelson Lake Road CN with the stipulation that the property can only be used as a bed & breakfast – banquet type facility and not as any other commercial use as stated within the CN zoning ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.  
Other Public Hearings:


A.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on a taxi license request by Talesha 


Stone with a business address of 203 Richardson Road Suite 80 – Point Shopping 

Center.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments.  There were none.
· The public hearing was closed.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the taxi license request by Talesha Stone with a business address of 203 Richardson Road Suite 80 – Point Shopping Center.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

B.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on a beer pouring license request by El 


Parrel with Juan Guillen Grandoes as authorized agent for restaurant located at 


203 Richardson Road.  
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments.
· Attorney Bailey stated the applicant had a DUI conviction in 2006 and in 2007 violated his driving permit.  He stated factors from the Calhoun Code of Ordinances section 6:38.  

· The applicant was not present during the hearing

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to deny the beer pouring license request by El Parrel with Juan Guillen Grandoes as authorized agent for restaurant located at 203 Richardson Road.  The motion to deny was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
C.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the Amendment to Chapter 94 in the 
Calhoun Code or Ordinances cross Connection Section.

· Mayor Palmer briefly explained the Ordinance.

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments.  There were none.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the Amendment to Chapter 94 in the 
Calhoun Code or Ordinances cross Connection Section.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

D.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the Proposed Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance.

· Attorney Bailey explained the changes and removal of certain terms and definitions in the existing Ordinance. (Revised Ordinance Attached)
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the Proposed Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Old Business: 

A.
Mayor Palmer gave a 2nd reading of a taxi license request by Ruben Ochoa Flores d/b/a 


Bimbo Taxi with a business address of 637 Oothcalooga Street.

· Mayor Palmer stated the public hearing is set for August 25, 2008.

B.
Mayor Palmer gave a 2nd reading of a beer pouring license request for JDK foods, Inc 
d/b/a Schroeder’s New Deli with Bonnie Kristina Maddux-Lawrence as authorized agent 
for a location of 120 Cornerstone Way Suite 2 in Harmony Square.

· Mayor Palmer stated the public hearing is set for August 25, 2008

C.
Request to adopt a Resolution supporting the EIP Application for Racemark International 
LLC.

· Administrator Peterson explained to the Mayor and Council that by signing the Resolution the city was under no obligation to Racemark concerning this application.

· Mayor Palmer read the Resolution.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion for the Mayor to sign the Resolution.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
9.
New Business:  

A.
Mayor Palmer read a parade request by Gordon Central High School for the Annual Homecoming Parade on September 18, 2008 at 3:30 pm on the traditional route.

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the parade request by Gordon Central High School for the Annual Homecoming Parade on September 18, 2008 at 3:30 pm on the traditional route.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Mayor Palmer read a request by United Way of Gordon County to hold Unity Run XV on 
Tuesday September 30, 2008 beginning at 6:30 pm.  He stated the route will remain the 
same as last year which started at Gordon Central High School and ended in downtown 
Calhoun at the corner of Park Avenue and Court Street.
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the request by United Way of Gordon County to hold Unity Run XV on Tuesday September 30, 2008 beginning at 6:30 pm.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

C.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of an annexation and C-2 zoning request by Hilda Jane 
Davis and Danny Keith Davis for 1.51 acres located at 1367 US 41 North.

· Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be October 9, 2008.
· Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a beer-wine-liquor package license request by 
Yogesh Patel, authorized agent, with a business location of 101 Williams Street.

· Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be September 8, 2008.
· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

10.
Other Written Items Not on the Agenda: NONE
11.
Work Reports: 
A.
Kelly Cornwell – Director of Utilities


1.
Director Cornwell Asked the Mayor and Council for their consideration in
approving the Utilities Cash Report. (Attached)

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the Utilities Cash Report.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.


2.
Director Cornwell explained an Intergovernmental Agreement between The City 


of Calhoun and Bartow County for Interconnection of Water Distribution 


Systems.

· Director Cornwell explained how this agreement will allow exchange in water supplies from the City of Calhoun and Bartow County in time of need for short periods of time.
· Mayor Palmer asked if signing this agreement would allow the City of Calhoun to be eligible for grant funds.

· Director Cornwell explained that the State sets aside money for grants and that the City of Calhoun should qualify for this grant.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between The City of Calhoun and Bartow County for Interconnection of Water Distribution Systems.

12.
Councilman Edwards made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 






1

