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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

JULY 21, 2008 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



George R. Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray Denmon, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman


Al Edwards, Councilman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 
1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. Mayor Palmer  gave the invocation. 
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3.
Mayor Prom Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Council Comments.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried. 
4.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2008 regular City Council meeting as written.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
5.
Mayors Comments:
A.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone that the next regular scheduled Council 
meeting would be held on July 28, 2008.
B.
Mayor Palmer, Mayor Pro Tem Crowley and Councilman Hammond commented 
on the MEAG annual meeting which they attended July 14-16 2008.  The primary 
topic of the meeting was Calhoun’s purchase of additional nuclear generation 
from the Plant Vogtle expansion.

C.
Mayor Palmer asked Councilman Edwards to review the zoning hearing 
scheduled for August 11, 2008 with the Zoning Advisory Board meeting on 
August 7, 2008.





August 11, 2008

1.    
An annexation request by Larry W. and Kathy S. Brown for 4.05 acres 
located at 122 
Nelson Lake Road.
6.
Council Comments:

A.
Councilman Edwards gave the June reports as follows:

1)
The Street Department:

· Routine maintenance of brush truck, bush hog, and street sweeper routes.
· Placed 4 new street signs
· Completed 20 shop and 33 street department work orders

· Ran storm water maintenance plan on June 6th checking all grates and pipes inside the City
· Contracted the fields to be cut and baled 538 bales of mulch hay at the 58 acre park

· Re-paved 200 ft. section of the street on Sequoyah Terrace that we had dug out and based last month

· Built a 26x42 pad at Coosa Valley Tech for a training tower to be used by Fire and Police Departments

· Most of the month was spent completing and opening an 85’X8’ wide free span pedestrian – maintenance bridge over Oothcalooga Creek at the new 58 acre park that ties the two parks together.  The bridge is constructed of tubular steel and has a concrete floor

· Cut down and hauled off 5 large dead trees at the soccer field walking trail

2)
The Parks and Maintenance Department:

· Normal mowing of all departments, spraying, trimming and cleaning and other designated areas.  Moving of furniture 
· Completed maintenance jobs for the City Hall, Library, Recreation Department and other general maintenance as required.

3)
Cemetery Department:

· Supervised the opening and closing of 12 grave sites

· Performed routine maintenance on Fain and Chandler Cemeteries

· Sold 16 new grave spaces

· Assisted Contractors with installation of 8 new monuments

· Worked 15 grave sites and buried 8 foot markers
4)
Animal Control:

· Housed 23 dogs and 13 cats

· Answered 52 customer calls
· Issued 3 first warnings and 2 second warnings for leash law violation
5)
Safety Committee:

· Had a safety topic of Safety and Health Audits
· Inspected Sewer Construction on June 10, 2008
·  0 accidents reported

B.
Councilman Denmon gave the June reports as follows:

1)
The Water Treatment Plant Facility:

· Pumped a total of  350,830,000 gallons of water for a daily average of 11,694,333 million gallons 
· The Brittany Drive Treatment Plant produced 30.7% of the City’s potable water for the month.


2)
The Waste Treatment Plant:

· Treated a daily average of 4.962 MGD, with an average BOD effluent of 8, average suspended effluent of 12, and an average COD effluent of 68. 

3)
The Water Construction Department:

· Made 21 water connections
· Made 28 water connections changed out with new meter

· Fixed 38 water leaks

· Installed 850 feet of 2” PVC pipe

· Installed 0 feet of 6” PVC pipe

· Installed 0 feet of 8” PVC pipe

· Set 0 new meters

· Repaired 0 city side meter leaks

· Pulled 0 meters
· Changed out 0 meters

· Changed 0 cutoffs
· Installed 0 new fire hydrants
· Responded to 417 locates

· Called in 73 locates for City work orders
· Called in and worked 32 emergency locates for repairs
· Received and responded to 218 misc. calls


4)
The Sewer Construction Department:

· Provided 11 sewer connections during the month
· Repaired 3 sanitary services
· Repaired 2 sanitary sewer manholes
· Completed 298 locates 
· Repaired 4 lift station
· Responded to 8 calls for sewer service (8 calls for sewer service line, 7 on customer side)
· Cleaned sewer lines totaling 4,402 feet

· Opened and inspected 43 manholes
· Completed removal of fence and debris from work site at Big Springs Project

· Worked at Water Treatment Plant to assist Maintenance with new meter installation

· Continued work on Big Springs Project site.  Including building temp. sediment pond, installing of silt fence, preparing site for new work

· Installed 200 ft of 6” pvc sewer service line up hill above Gordon County Jail to Boston Road, replacing old 6” clay line that served 2 homes located along Boston Road.

· Completed inventory of department


5)
The Sludge Department:

· Applied 1,568 cubic yards representing 185 dry tons of sludge
6)
Building Inspection Department:

· Issued 50 permits for an estimated cost of $2,734,100.00.   This included 1 grading, 6 new residential, 3 residential remodeling, 3 new commercial, 1 commercial remodeling, 1 new industrial,  2 industrial remodeling, 7 residential plumbing, 5 commercial plumbing, 5 residential HVAC, 4 commercial HVAC, 2 residential electrical, 5 commercial electrical, 2 sign permit, 1 soil & erosion, 1 pool permit & 1 NOI.

C.
Councilman Crowley gave his June reports as follows:

1)
The Electric Department:

Long Term Projects Under Construction:

· The upgrade of older clarifiers and thickeners remains under construction at the Waste Treatment Plant.  The project remains approximately 85% complete. The utilities construction crews will be supported by electric maintenance personnel as needed to complete all remaining waste treatment plant projects and controls.  Testing of aeration basins and digesters has been completed.
· Phase II of the System Loss Program for 2007-2008; engineering study revision phase is complete to accommodate system load characteristic changes.  Switching equipment bid preparation is complete and the required brackets and switches are on order.  Additionally, the final phase of the System Reliability Project for #4 Substation is in progress with a summer completion time frame.
· Pump control and electrical installations are in progress for the Folsom and Millers Ferry locations.  Maintenance and repair at other sites are in process.
Projects and Maintenance Under Construction:
· Inspection and tagging of the existing underground installations and overhead grounding maintenance continue to be scheduled weekly.
· Pole replacement is in process for all tested and rejected poles.  6 poles were replaced and transferred in June.  Additional lighting pole replacements at the Calhoun Recreation Department will continue into the summer along with lighting fixture additions.

· Service for the Badcock Building on South Wall Street is near completion and the easement document is complete.  Waiting on customer to complete.
· The electric 300 Kva service to the new El Napol restaurant has been completed.  The transformer has been set. An outdoor lighting proposal is complete.  Construction is scheduled in June/July as the development progresses.
· The new Century Bank on West Belmont, and Kobelco additional service continue  in engineering and design.
· The Coosa Senior Complex Phase 2 is in engineering and design with temporary overhead installation scheduled for July.
· Tree trimming and clearing is underway for Hunts Subdivision, Meadow lane area, and Mims Drive area.  Spot trimming will also target “Hot Spots” in the Industrial areas.
· Street and security lighting – 25
· New business and maintenance –  49
· After hours trouble callouts – 27
During the Month of June the Electric Department:

· Set 1 meters
· Provided maintenance/replacement for 3 meters
· Purchased over 27 million KWH of electricity in June

2)
Telecommunications Department:

· Finished internet connections for PTS Financial, United World Logistics and Surya Carpets
· Finished fiber connection to Mount Alto tower site for AMR project
· Installed rack mounted AMR servers and connected them to the network

· Continued installing new anti-virus software onto City computers

· Opened 32 work orders and closed 42
During the Month of June the GIS Department:
· Supported AMR project by setting up hand held units and training personnel on how to get GPS readings and enter data for new meters
· Continued to train the Engineering Department on converting water and sewer line drawings into new format

· Continued to support Electric department editing

D.
Councilman Hammond gave his June reports as follows: 

1)
The Police Department:

· Made 818 cases with 5 DUI’s

· Fines collected by Municipal Court - $77,770.00
· Issued 456 warnings
· Investigated 40 highway accidents and 23 private property accidents, 0 injuries, 0 fatalities
· Provided 95 escorts 

· Filed 1,649 incidents reports

· Responded to 326 alarms

· Patrolled 49,788 miles 

· Responded to 5,680 calls for service by E-911
2)
The Fire Department:

· Responded to 67 calls for service, 11 fire incidents for damages totaling an estimated $33,500.00
· Responded to 26 emergency medical service calls with 19 injuries and 2 deaths 
· Responded to 11 hazardous conditions incidents 

· Responded to 1 miscellaneous service calls, 17 false alarms, 2 special incident and 1 good intent
· Completed in-house training during the month for all firefighters on State required core skills along with additional department training

· Completed all scheduled station and vehicle maintenance
· Took a truck to Cintas and Racemark International for fire extinguisher classes


3)
Fire Inspection Department:

· Provided 102  inspections during the month: 22 annual, 3 new business, 17 requested, 17 follow-up re-inspections, 41 consultations
· Attended 2 plan reviews
· Began inspections on all City Schools in conjunction with the State Fire Marshal’s Office

· Inspectors attended LEPC meeting

· Hosted and attended North Georgia Code Officials Association Meeting at the Calhoun Depot

· Issued 2 warnings and 1 citation for illegal open burning in the City
7.
Zoning and other Public Hearings: 

A.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time the public hearing on zoning matters will be 



held.  The public will have an opportunity to make pro and con comments with 



a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter and with each person 


speaking giving their name and address and with each person speaking having 



filed a 
financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing if required.  



Mayor Palmer made an inquiry to determine if any elected official has filed or 



needed to file a disclosure statement regarding any ownership or special interest 



in the agenda item.  There were none.  Mayor Palmer stated that the land use 



maps are on display at the Council Chambers for both the Zoning Advisory Board 


and the City Council hearings and the Council members have a copy of the 



Zoning Minutes from the latest Zoning Advisory Board Meeting.

1.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of an annexation and C-2 zoning request by Randy and Donna McEntyre for .43 acres located at 175 West Belmont Drive.
· The public hearing was opened.
· Peterson stated signs on the property, notices to the adjoining property owners and notices to the local legal organ were completed.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments, there were none.

· The public hearing was closed.
· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:

(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently zoned C-1 .

(4)
The zoning proposal will not result in additional traffic on existing streets or impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to annex the request by Randy and Donna McEntyre for .43 acres located at 175 West Belmont Drive. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to zone the request by Randy and Donna McEntyre for .43 acres located at 175 West Belmont Drive C-2.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
2.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a 10’ variance request by Jim Haggard to 
build a 26x24 detached garage on the rear of his property located at 110 
Shenandoah Drive.
· The public hearing was opened.

· Peterson stated signs on the property, notices to the adjoining property owners and notices to the local legal organ were completed.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments, there were none.

· The public hearing was closed.
· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:

(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently zoned R-1.

(4)
The zoning proposal will not result in additional traffic on existing streets or impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to allow the 10’ variance.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.


3.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of an annexation and zoning change request




from A-1 to IND-G by Champions of Calhoun, LLC for 8.17 acres located at 127 


Nance Road.

· The public hearing was opened.

· Peterson stated signs on the property, notices to the adjoining property owners and notices to the local legal organ were completed.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions/comments, there were none.

· The public hearing was closed.
· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:

(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently zoned A-1.

(4)
The zoning proposal will not result in additional traffic on existing streets or impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to annex the request by Champions of Calhoun, LLC for 8.17 acres located at 127 
Nance Road.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to zone the request by Champions of Calhoun, LLC for 8.17 acres located at 127 
Nance Road IND-G.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Old Business: NONE
9.
New Business:  

A.
Mayor Palmer read a parade request by Bud Owens for the Annual Northwest Georgia Fair Parade on the traditional route for September 6, 2008 at 11:00 AM.
· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

B.
Mayor Palmer read a parade request by the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce for 
the Annual Christmas Parade on an extended route for December 11, 2008 at 7:00 PM.
· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to approve the request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

C.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request by Talesha Stone with a 
business address of 203 Richardson Road suite 80 – Point Shopping Center.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for August 11, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer read a request to adopt a Resolution authorizing a temporary loan for 
operating expenses.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley explained the process of a temporary loan for the School System operations for the next six months.  

· Mayor Palmer read a resolution authorizing a temporary loan for operating expenses.

· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to adopt the resolution as written.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

E.
Mayor Palmer read a request by the Calhoun Police Department to transfer $2,000 from 
the Police Seizure Account #1 to the general pooled account for purchasing munitions 
and equipment.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.

F.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a beer pouring license request by Juan Guillen 
Grandos dba El Parrel with an address of 203 Richardson Road.
· Mayor Pro Tem Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for August 11, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
G.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a variance request by Neva Faith Wetton for a 6 ft 

variance for a 10’X20’ open garage at 81 Echota 2nd Street.
· Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for October 13, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
10.
Other Written Items Not on the Agenda: NONE
11.
Work Reports: 
A.
Kelly Cornwell – Director of Utilities


1.
Director Cornwell explained a change in the water rates.
· Mayor Palmer read the rate resolution and explained that this ordinance change was in fact addressed during the budget process.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.


2.
Director Cornwell explained a change in chapter 94 of the Calhoun Code of 


Ordinances revising the Cross Connections section.

· A first reading of the changes was recognized and a public hearing was set for August 11, 2008.

B.
Eddie Peterson – Additional Comments

1. 
Administrator Peterson stated that Street Scape Phase II had begun and would 
require 10 to 12 weeks to complete.

12.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 
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