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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

FEBRUARY 11, 2008 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


George R. Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray Denmon, Councilman



Al Edwards, Councilman



David Hammond, Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 
1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Councilman Hammond gave the invocation. 
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3.
Mayor Palmer gave a special welcome to the Calhoun-Gordon County Youth Leadership 
Group.  There are 45 representatives from Calhoun High, Gordon Central High, 
Sonoraville High, and Georgia Cumberland Academy.

4.
Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the proposed agenda with the addition of 
a Historic Preservation Commission member matter.  The motion was second by 
Councilman Crowley and approved.
5.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2008 
regular City Council meeting as written.  The motion was second by Councilman 
Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Mayors Comments:
A.
Mayor Palmer asked Councilman Edwards to review the zoning hearing scheduled for March 10, 2008.  

1.
Zoning change request from C-2 to R-2 by Harmony Road Development 


for 10.35 acres located at 1401 Dews Pond Road.

7.
Council Comments:


A.
Councilman Edwards gave the January reports as follows:

1)
The Street Department:

· Routine maintenance of street sweeping, vacuuming leaves, and picking up brush
· Placed 7 new street signs
· Completed 25 shop work orders

· Ran storm water maintenance plan on January 30th checking all grates and pipes inside the City

· Sawed and removed asphalt from a large sink hole that was forming in the street in Hillcrest Drive.  They applied a cold patch until the asphalt plant starts running again.

· Hauled 15 loads slate rock to the Floyd Experiment.  (This is exchange for the dirt they are giving the City to build the 58 acre park.)

· Hauled stone and ran motor grader getting streets and parking lots ready to pave at the 58 acre park.  Paving on the new access road from Hwy 53 to the playground should be completed during February with weather permitting.

· Dug slate dirt out from the pond basin on the south end of the park for fill dirt around the new recreation pavilion.
· Had 3 close calls on snow and ice storms that the City mobilized all snow and ice equipment in case it was needed.

· Measured 6 houses and lots on the west side community for the building inspectors department.

· Planted shrubs at the MLK memorial stone.


2)
The Parks and Maintenance Department:

· Provided routine maintenance of picking up liter, mowing, weed-eating, and cleaning up leaves at all City departments and parks.
· Completed maintenance jobs for the Police CID, Fain Cemetery, City Hall and the Library.
· Installed ceramic tile, handicap access doors and partitions at 2 bathrooms in the new recreation pavilion.
· Painted and moved furniture at City Hall.


4)
Cemetery Department:

· Supervised the opening and closing of 8 grave sites

· Performed routine maintenance on Fain and Chandler Cemeteries

· Sold 4 new grave spaces

· Assisted Contractors with installation of 6 new monuments

· Worked 15grave sites

5)
Animal Control:

· Housed 15 dogs and 15 cats

· Answered 59 customer calls
· 4 fines issued for lease law violations

6)
Safety Committee:

· Had a safety topic of Accident Prevention
· Inspected City Hall and Downtown Annex on January 15, 2008 
· Reported 1 vehicle accident and 1 personnel accident

B.
Councilman Denmon gave the January reports as follows:

1)
The Water Treatment Plant Facility:

· Pumped a total of 336,270,000 gallons of water for a daily average of 10,847,419 million gallons 
· The Brittany Drive Treatment Plant produced 24.3% of the City’s potable water for the month.


2)
The Waste Treatment Plant:

· Treated a daily average of 4.862 MGD, with an average BOD effluent of 8, average suspended effluent of 14, and an average COD effluent of 72. 

3)
The Water Construction Department:

· Made 30 water connections
· Made 24 water connections changed out with new meter

· Fixed 49 water leaks

· Installed 1,720 feet of 8” PVC pipe

· Installed 2,920 feet of 6” PVC pipe

· Set 65 new meters

· Repaired 25 city side meter leaks

· Changed out 22 meters

· Pulled 59 meters

· Installed 1 new fire hydrant

· Responded to 504 locates

· Called in 94 locates

· Called in and worked 52 emergency locates

· Received 200 misc. calls


4)
The Sewer Construction Department:

· Provided 9sewer connections during the month
· Serviced 6 sewer services lines
· Repaired 5 manholes

· TV Inspected 24 sewer mains for a total of 6,034 ft
· Inspected 5 sewer service lines for a total of 627 feet

· Completed 238 locates 
· Repaired 1 lift station
· Responded to 14 calls for service (10 were sewer service lines, 6 on customer side)
· Cleaned sewer lines totaling 9,350 feet

· Opened and inspected 52 manholes

· Cleared 9,300 feet of water and sewer line right-of-way.  Removed 3 beaver dams affecting right-of-way

5)
The Sludge Department:

· Applied 2,208 cubic yards representing 271.5 dry tons of sludge
6)
Building Inspection Department:

· Issued 63 permits for an estimated cost of $963,772.00.   This included 2 grading, 3 new residential. 2 residential remodeling, 1 new commercial, 4 commercial remodeling, 1 new industrial, 1 industrial addition, 7 residential plumbing, 4 commercial plumbing, 5 residential HVAC, 5 commercial HVAC, 3 new industrial HVAC, 11 residential electrical, 9 commercial electrical, 1 sign permit, & 2 NOI.

C.
Councilman Crowley gave his January reports as follows:

1)
The Electric Department:

Long Term Projects Under Construction:
· Continued to upgrade the older clarifiers and thickeners under construction at the Waste Treatment Plant.  The project remains approximately 80% complete. Motors for new screws will be installed in December.  The utilities construction crews will be supported by electric maintenance personnel as needed to complete all remaining waste treatment plant projects and controls.  Testing of aeration basins and digesters is scheduled for February

· Phase II of the System Loss Program for 2007-2008; engineering revision phase is complete to accommodate system load characteristic changes.  Many of the currently installed fixed capacitor banks will need conversion to switched operation.  The final phase of the System Reliability Project for #4 substation is in progress with a targeted June completion.
Projects and Maintenance Under Construction:
· The Avalon Estates Subdivision on Beamer Road is complete.
· New projects for Magnolia Plaza and Willow Brook phase I are complete
· Electric service for the new DFACS building on Mauldin Road is complete and energized. Lighting is near completion

· Inspection and tagging of the existing underground installations and overhead grounding maintenance continue to be scheduled weekly.
· The electric service to the new El Napol Restaurant is in engineering and design.

· Electric service and outdoor lighting for the Downtown Brach of North GA National Bank are in engineering and design.

Work Orders in Process or Completed for January:
· Street and security lighting – 63
· New business and maintenance –  75
· After hours trouble callouts – 17

2)
Telecommunications Department:

· Started converting City employees to new server domain
· Signed an agreement with North Georgia National Bank for a T1 circuit to their new location on Court Street

· Started evaluating Hitachi equipment for delivering services

· Opened 65 work orders and closed 46
During the Month of December the GIS Department:
· Started working on Water/Sewer data models
· Started converting fiber drawings

· Continued to support Electric Department conversion

· Attended FEMA meeting and requested flood data for Gordon County
During the Month of December the Electric Department:
· Set 8 meters
· Provided maintenance for 11 meters
· Purchased over 24 million KWH of electricity

D.
Councilman Hammond gave his January reports as follows: 

1)
The Police Department:

· Made 939 cases with 14 DUI’s

· Fines collected by Municipal Court - $63,286.00
· Issued 712 warnings
· Investigated 58 highway accidents and 30 private property accidents, 2 injuries, no fatalities
· Provided 111 escorts 

· Filed 1,354 incidents reports

· Responded to 272 alarms

· Patrolled 59,910 miles 

· Responded to 6,206 calls for service by E-911


3)
The Fire Department:

· Responded to 90 calls for service, 12 fire incidents for damages totaling an estimated $680,500.00
· Responded to 27 emergency medical service calls with 23 injuries and 2 deaths 
· Responded to 13 hazardous conditions incidents 

· Responded to 1 miscellaneous service calls, 34 false alarms, and 3 good intent
· Conducted training from factory reps and operators training on new aerial truck.  Put Tower-1 into service.
· Hazardous Materials team members attended quarterly training

· Completed in-house training during the month for all firefighters on State required core skills along with additional department training

· Completed all scheduled station and vehicle maintenance


4)
Fire Inspection Department:

· Provided 77 inspections during the month: 30 annual, 2 new business, 25 requested, 9 follow-up re-inspections, 10 consultations, 1 burn site inspection
· Attended 1 plan review

· Lt. Duvall and Lt. Dooley attended the Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting (LEPC)

· Lt. Dooley attended the monthly City Safety Meeting

8.
Zoning and other Public Hearings:


A.  
Mayor Palmer stated at this time the public hearing on zoning matters will be 


held.  The public will have an opportunity to make pro and con comments with 


a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter and with each person 

speaking giving their name and address and with each person speaking having 


filed a 
financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing if required.  


Mayor Palmer made an inquiry to determine if any elected official has filed or 


needed to file a disclosure statement regarding any ownership or special interest 


in the agenda item.  There were none.  Mayor Palmer stated that the land use 


maps are on display at the Council Chambers for both the Zoning Advisory Board 

and the City Council hearings and the Council members have a copy of the 


Zoning Minutes from the latest Zoning Advisory Board Meeting.


1.  
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of an annexation and zoning request 


of C-2 for approximately 7 acres on Belwood Road south of Gordon 


County’s property.  Requested by D&D investment Properties, Inc.

· The public hearing was opened

· Peterson stated signs on the property, notices to the adjoining property owners and notices to the local legal organ were completed.

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any other comments.

· There were no other comments and the public hearing was closed

· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:
(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently within Gordon County and is zoned A-1.

(4)
The zoning proposal will not result in additional traffic on existing streets or impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
Other than the tributaries running through the property, there are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the annexation for approximately 7 acres on Belwood Road south of Gordon County’s property.  Requested by D&D investment Properties, Inc.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
· Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the zoning of C-2 for approximately 7 acres on Belwood Road south of Gordon County’s property.  Requested by D&D investment Properties, Inc.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Other Hearings and Public Comments:  None
9.
Old Business: NONE
10.
New Business:  


A.
Georgetta Frazier was not present but Mayor Palmer welcomed the opportunity to 

support Ms. Frazier’s goal of a Roland Hayes commemorative stamp and 



recommended a support letter to the appropriate parties upon request by Ms. 


Frazier.

B.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request by Luis A. Garcia with 

business address of 1308 Hwy 41 North.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date 


for a public hearing would be February 25, 2008.
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
C.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request by Ofelio Lara doing 
business as Taxi Hispano with a business address of 802 North Wall Street.  
Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be February 25, 
2008. 

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a beer package license request by Vilas V. 
Patel doing business as Knight’s Hi Tech located at 295 West Line Street.  Mayor 
Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be February 25, 2008.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
E.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a zoning change request from R-1 to O&I 
requested by Gary Phillip Henson Jr. and Patricia E. Smith for a location of 117 
East Belmont Drive.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing 
would be April 14, 2008.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
F.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing dealing with Employment Incentives 
Program requested by Racemark International L.P.

· Ms. Rhonda Gilbert with Gilbert + Associates, Inc. explained the EIP process, timelines, and award date for Racemark’s request.  Racemark would be applying for a loan through the City of Calhoun, which would be acting as a conduit for a grant from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.  The grant which would be administered by Calhoun would be loaned to Racemark to provide jobs for low and moderate income persons.  Loan repayments, by Racemark, would be placed in Calhoun’s Revolving Loan Fund for future loans of this type.  

· After discussion on various conditions and requirements of the EIP grant/loan Councilman Hammond made a motion to table the Racemark public hearing until certain issues could be clarified.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
11.
Other Written Items Not on the Agenda: 

A.
Historic Preservation Appointments

· Attachment “A”

12.
Work Reports: 

A.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: 
· Kelly Cornwell explained bids on sluice gates for the sewer plant.  

· Attachment “B”
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve Principal Environmental.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
· Kelly Cornwell requested the Mayor and Council to approve a change order for Stack, Inc. for boring on the Belmont Sewer Replacement Project.

· Attachment “C”
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the change order contingent on GDOT approval for encroachment on I-75 R/W.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
· Kelly Cornwell explained the automated meter reading equipment, comparisons, investigations, and RFP’s.

· Attachment “D”
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to recommend Kimble the opportunity to provide a contract for AMR up to $4,845,917 based in certain criteria provided by Calhoun Utilities.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
13.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.
14.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was second by 
Councilman Crowley with all voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 
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