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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

JANUARY 14, 2008 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Ray Denmon, Councilman


George R. Crowley, Councilman


Al Edwards, Councilman

ABSENT:
David Hammond, Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 
1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Councilman Crowley gave the invocation.
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda as written.  The 
motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman 
Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
4.
Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2007 
regular City Council meeting as written.  The motion was second by Councilman 
Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Edwards 
voting affirmatively, motion carried.
5.
Mayor Palmer gave the State of the City Address. (Exhibit “A”).

6.
Mayor Palmer announced the department appointments for the calendar year 2008.

· Councilman Al Edwards – Street, Sanitation, Cemetery, Animal Control, Parks, Zoning Advisory Board, Main Street Partnership, Downtown Development Authority, Safety.
· Councilman Ray Denmon – Water Plant, Sewer Plant, Water Construction, Sewer Construction, Building Inspection.

· Councilman George Crowley - Electric Department, Telecommunications, Revolving Loan Advisory Commission, Airport Authority, School.
· Councilman David Hammond – Police, Fire, Coosa Valley RDC.

· Mayor Palmer also recognized Councilman Hammond for his appointment as 3rd Vice President of the Georgia Municipal Associations District One.

7.
Mayor Palmer made a recommendation to appoint Councilman Crowley as Mayor Pro 
Tem for 2008.  Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Councilman Crowley as 
Mayor Pro Tem for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with 
Councilman Edwards, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting 
affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Mayor Palmer made a recommendation to appoint the following department heads for 
2008.


General Government Division:

· City Administrator – City Clerk - Eddie Peterson
· Police Chief – Garry Moss

· Fire Chief – Lenny Nesbitt
· Street Department Superintendent - Kevin McEntire
· Recreation Director – Ronnie Reeves

· Golf Professional - Eric Stewart
· Superintendent of Maintenance (Golf) - Harold Franklin
Utility Division:

· Director of Utilities - Kelly Cornwell
· Director of Finance/Utilities – Andrea Bramlett

· Electric Superintendent - Larry Vickery
· Director of Telecommunications – Brad Carrick

· Director of Customer Service – Ray Dudkowski

· Director of Water & Sewer - Jerry Crawford
· Manager of Engineering Department – David Burnett

· Superintendent of Water Treatment – Danny Stephens

· Superintendent of Water Construction – Kenneth Logan

· Superintendent of Sewer Treatment – Carlton Rogers

· Superintendent of Sewer Construction – Mark Williamson

· Superintendent of Water & Sewer Maintenance – Bobby Robertson

9.
Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Bert Vaughn as City Chaplain for 2008.  
The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Edwards and 
Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
10.
Councilman Denmon made a motion to appoint William P. Bailey as City Attorney for 
2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, 
Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
11.
Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Suzanne Hutchinson as Municipal Court 
Judge for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman 
Edwards, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion 
carried.
12.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to appoint Rebecca Paris as Indigent Defense 
Attorney for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman 
Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion 
carried.
13.
Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Randy Jackson as Town Marshal for 
2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Edwards, 
Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
14.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to appoint R.M. Dobbs & Co. as Independent City 
Auditors for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman 
Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion 
carried.
15.
Mayor Palmer read the Banking Resolution for General and Utility Funds for 2008.  
Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was second 
by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and 
Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried. (Exhibit “B”) 
16.
Mayors Comments:
A.
Mayor Palmer reviewed the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration activities which will occur on January 19, 20, & 21, 2008.  The City of Calhoun has placed a commemorative boulder and plaque at the corner of Court Street and M.L.K. Boulevard.  The unveiling ceremony will occur Sunday January 20, 2008 at 4:30 P.M. at the site.  The wording for the plaque was provided by Laura Pullum. (Exhibit “C”)
B.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the Mayor’s Day Training and GMA conference on January 26, 27, & 28, 2008 in Atlanta.  GMA Mayor’s Day provides an opportunity to meet with our Senator’s, Representatives, and other State leaders to discuss Calhoun’s needs and upcoming legislation for 2008.  There are also opportunities for additional governmental training for those who attend.

C.
Since Mayor’s Day is scheduled the same date as the next regular Council meeting, Mayor Palmer asked for a motion to reschedule the next Council meeting to January 21, 2008.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to reschedule the next Council meeting to January 21, 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer reviewed the zoning hearing scheduled for February 11, 2008.

1.
Annexation and C-2 zoning request for approximately 7 acres on Belwood 
Road South of Gordon County property and east of the Outlet Mall.  The 
request is made by D&D Investment Properties.

17.
Council Comments:


A.
Councilman Edwards gave the December reports as follows:


1)
The Street Department:

· Routine maintenance of street sweeping, vacuuming leaves, and picking up brush
· Placed 7 new street signs
· Completed 12 shop work orders

· Ran storm water maintenance plan on December 21st checking all grates and pipes inside the City

· Dug out and poured 70x12 driveway apron and 160 ft. sidewalk at the main entrance to the 58 acre recreation park

· Removed 60 ft damaged curb and 40 ft damaged sidewalk at the corner of Court Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  Placed a large granite stone at the intersection and will dedicate a commemorative plaque honoring Dr. King on Sunday, Jan 20th at 4:30 P.M.

· Dug out and patched on Court St, Elm St, Kent Ln, and Edmond St. using 6.3 tons of asphalt
· The leaf vac and street crews worked 2 weeks prior to the Christmas holidays cleaning up all the leaves

· Worked with the police department blocking roads for traffic control during the annual parade of lights Christmas parade

· Set 6000 lb granite stone at the new recreation playground for a plaque naming city and county officials and others.


2)
The Parks and Maintenance Department:

· Provided routine maintenance of picking up liter, mowing, weed-eating, and cleaning up leaves at all City departments and parks
· Completed maintenance jobs for the Depot, and the Library
· Worked completing the exterior portion of the new recreation pavilion (started in the interior of 2 bathrooms at the pavilion)


4)
Cemetery Department:

· Supervised the opening and closing of 14 grave sites

· Performed routine maintenance on Fain and Chandler Cemeteries

· Sold 20 new grave spaces

· Assisted Contractors with installation of 6 new monuments

· Worked 10 grave sites

5)
Animal Control:

· Housed 24 dogs and 5 cats

· Responded to 24 customer calls
· No fines issued for lease law violations

6)
Safety Committee:

· Had a safety topic of Liquefied Petroleum (LP) gases
· Inspected Water Plant on December 11th 
· Reported 1 vehicle accident


B.
Councilman Denmon gave the December reports as follows:

1)
The Water Treatment Plant Facility:

· Pumped a total of 303,360,000 gallons of water for a daily average of 9,785,806 million gallons 
· The Brittany Drive Treatment Plant produced 26.3% of the City’s potable water for the month.


2)
The Waste Treatment Plant:

· Treated a daily average of 4.273 MGD, with an average BOD effluent of 6, average suspended effluent of 14, and an average COD effluent of 61 

3)
The Water Construction Department:

· Made 29 water connections
· Installed 4,270 feet of 2” PVC pipe

· Installed 120 feet of 6” PVC pipe

· Set 26 new meters

· Repaired 21 city side meter leaks

· Changed out 38 meters

· Pulled 10 meters

· Responded to 320 locates

· Called in 49 locates

· Called in and worked 37 emergency locates

· Received 121 misc. calls


4)
The Sewer Construction Department:

· Provided 1 sewer connections during the month
· Serviced 9 sewer services lines
· Repaired 3 manholes

· Inspected 18 sewer mains for a total of 3,047 ft
· Inspected 7 sewer service lines for a total of 1,100 feet

· Provided 221 locates for developers
· Repaired 4 lift stations
· Responded to 9 calls for service (8 were sewer service lines, 6 on customer side)
· Cleaned 37 sewer lines totaling 11,100 feet

· Opened and inspected 43 manholes

· Removed 18 beaver dams located at and around sewer line right-of-ways, which were causing site specific “flooding”, even though creek flows are below normal, which was causing some sewer inflow.

5)
The Sludge Department:

· Applied 1,824 cubic yards representing 247.3 dry tons of sludge
6)
Building Inspection Department:

· Issued 24 permits for an estimated cost of $1,053,975.00.   This included 2 grading, 1 new residential. 2 residential remodeling, 3 commercial remodeling, 4 commercial plumbing, 2 commercial HVAC, 1 new Industrial plumbing, 1 residential electric, 4 commercial electric, 2 industrial electric, & 2 sign permits.

C.
Councilman Crowley gave his December reports as follows:

1)
The Electric Department:

Long Term Projects Under Construction:
· Continued to upgrade the older clarifiers and thickeners under construction at the Waste Treatment Plant.  The project remains approximately 80% complete. Motors for new screws will be installed in December
· Phase II of the System Loss Program for 2007-2008; Engineering Revision Phase is complete.  
· The final phase of System Reliability Project is in progress

Projects and Maintenance Under Construction:
· The primary lines for the new recreation project has been completed
· The Avalon Estates Subdivision continues under construction
· New projects for Magnolia Plaza and Willow Brook remain under construction

· Electric service for the new DFACS building on Mauldin Road is complete and energized. Lighting is near completion

· Christmas decorations and lights have been removed
Work Orders in Process or Completed for December:
· Street and security lighting – 31
· New business and maintenance –  42
· After hours trouble callouts – 10

2)
Telecommunications Department:

· Created new fuel reporting database to speed up processing fuel data
· Participated in site survey with Hitachi in preparation for installing electronics for trial and testing

· Updated bills with new name, address, and phone numbers

· Implemented new email server and had all city employees access it through web-mail

· Installed a quarter-mile of fiber on Miller Ferry Rd

· Opened 68 work orders and closed 49

During the Month of December the GIS Department:
· Created maps for police department
· Started work on Water/Sewer data models
· Finished converting electric department Autocad drawings

· Trained electric department to make corrections and additions

During the Month of December the Electric Department:
· Set 4 meters
· Purchased over 24 million KWH of electricity

D.
Upon the absence of Councilman Hammond, Mayor Palmer gave the December 


reports as follows: 

1)
The Police Department:

· Made 856 cases with 11 DUI’s

· Fines collected by Municipal Court - $84,015.00
· Issued 623 warnings
· Investigated 65 highway accidents and 29 private property accidents, 1 injury, no fatalities
· Provided 130 escorts 

· Filed 1,723 incidents reports

· Responded to 216 alarms

· Patrolled 47,185 miles 

· Responded to 5,869 calls for service by E-911


3)
The Fire Department:

· Responded to 64 calls for service, 9 fire incidents for damages totaling an estimated $41,030.00
· Responded to 29 emergency medical service calls with 23 injuries and 1 fatality 
· Responded to 8 hazardous conditions incidents 

· Responded to 6 miscellaneous service calls, 11 false alarms, and 1 special incident
· Installed street markers for fire hydrants

· Assisted the police department and Chamber of Commerce with the Christmas Lights Parade

· Conducted a safety class for the Boy Scouts at station 1

· Conducted drivers training and testing for Engineers position

· After testing, promoted Burton Fox to Lieutenant; Page McEntyre to Engineer/FF III; Lieutenant Mark Dooley to Inspector

· Conducted final inspection at the dealer in Ohio of new Aerial truck to be delivered in January

· Completed in-house training during the month for all firefighters on State required core skills along with additional department training

· Completed all scheduled station and vehicle maintenance


4)
Fire Inspection Department:

· Provided 42 inspections during the month: 11 annual, 7 requested, 12 follow-up re-inspections, 9 consultations
· Attended 3 plan review

· Lt. Duvall Attended the Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting (LEPC)

· Lt. Dooley attended the monthly City Safety Meeting

· Both inspectors attended the North GA. Code Officials meeting in Dalton

18.
Zoning and other Public Hearings:


A.  
Mayor Palmer stated at this time the public hearing on zoning matters will be 


held.  The public will have an opportunity to make pro and con comments with 


a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter and with each person 

speaking giving their name and address and with each person speaking having 


filed a 
financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing if required.  


Mayor Palmer made an inquiry to determine if any elected official has filed or 


needed to file a disclosure statement regarding any ownership or special interest 


in the agenda item.  There were none.  Mayor Palmer stated that the land use 


maps are on display at the Council Chambers for both the Zoning Advisory Board 

and the City Council hearings and the Council members have a copy of the 


Zoning Minutes from the latest Zoning Advisory Board Meeting.


1.  
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of an annexation and zoning 

     

request of C-2 for two lots on Kelly Court off of Hwy 41 South by 

     

Four Star, LLC.

· The public hearing was opened

· Peterson stated signs on the property and notices to the local legal organ were completed & the adjoining property notices were not available at this time but are in process

· Attorney Bailey reviewed the request as the Zoning Review Committee’s primary concern was storm water management and that Kelly Court was not a City street due to the fact that the original developer, Brian Wright, did not want to convey sufficient right-of-way to the City for dedication

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any other comments.

· Tammy Rokers, a co-worker of Four Star Properties, respectfully asked for consideration of annexation and zoning of C-2 for the two lots in question.  Ms. Rokers also provided USPS receipts for adjoining property owners notification.
· There were no other comments and the public hearing was closed

· The findings of the Mayor and Council were:
(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of the adjacent or nearby properties.

(3)
The property is currently within Gordon County and is zoned commercial.

(4)
The zoning proposal will result in additional traffic on existing streets; however, it will not impact utilities or schools.

(5)
The capital expense associated with the development of the property will be incurred by the developer.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions effecting the use and development of the property which would give supporting grounds for their approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.

(8)
Other than a storm water management issue there are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to annex the two lots into the City of Calhoun as requested by Four Star Properties.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
· Councilman Edwards made a motion to zone the two lots C-2 as requested by Four Star Properties.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Edwards, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Other Hearings and Public Comments:  None
19.
Old Business:

A.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a beer & wine package license 



application of L.A. Kyrillos, LLC with Hannah Soliman as authorized agent for 


the location of the Food Mart # 530 at the Shell station located off of Hwy 53 east 

#921 for change of ownership.
· Administrator Peterson stated the application and required documentation was in order.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the beer & wine request as presented.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Edwards, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
20.
New Business:  


A.
Mr. Ray Elrod asked to be on the agenda to discuss ComCast and Peters Street but 

was not present at the meeting.

B.
Mayor Palmer read a request for an address change for Taxi Latino for their 


proposed location of 602 Hwy 53 S.W.

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the address change request from 802 North Wall Street to 602 Hwy 53 S.W.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
C.
Mayor Palmer explained that the Police Department has requested $15,300 be 
transferred from the asset seizure account for the purchase of a 2006 Chevrolet 
Equinox.  The request was made due to an officer being transferred from the 
patrol division to the criminal investigation division and requires an unmarked 
vehicle.  

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to transfer $15,300 from asset seizure to purchase the 2006 Chevrolet Equinox for C.I.D.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Edwards, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a beer package license request of Chaudhari 
Enterprises with Ashish Kumar R. Chaudhari as authorized agent for the location 
of 312 North Wall Street.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public 
hearing would be February 11, 2008.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for February 11, 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Edwards, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
E.
Attorney Bailey reviewed changes in the State Law, as adopted by HB 227, which 
established an alternative statewide franchise for cable or video service.  
· Bailey explained the new law allowed cable operators to “opt out” of their current local franchise agreements with cities and counties and work through a state franchise.  Today a cable or video provider, at its option, may use local rights of way to offer service through a franchise issued under one of three options: a state issued franchise; a local franchise; or continue operating under the existing terms of the current locally issues franchise.
· Bailey recommended a resolution be adopted, (Exhibit “D”), as a short term measure and an ordinance be adopted, (Exhibit “E”), to provide for changes in the state law.
· Mayor Palmer read the resolution of the City of Calhoun, through the City Council to authorize the Mayor or the authorized representative of said City to establish a franchise fee applicable to holders of cable and video franchises issued by the State of Georgia.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to adopt the resolution as read by Mayor Palmer.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
·  Mayor Palmer also set a first reading for February 11, 2008 for an ordinance by the Mayor and Council of the City of Calhoun to amend the code of ordinances of Calhoun, Georgia to establish a franchise fee applicable to holder of cable or video franchises issued by the State of Georgia by adopting an article to Chapter 22 of said code to be designated section 22-701 – Franchise fee for state issued cable or video franchise and section 22-702-authorized designee; to designate an agent; to provide for codification; to repeal conflicting ordinances; to provide an ad option date; to provide an effective date; and for other purposes.
· Mayor Palmer also asked for a motion to amend the existing contract between the City of Calhoun and GMA to provide Cable and Telecommunications Management Services to the City of Calhoun (Exhibit “F”).  

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the amendment of the existing contract.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
F.
Mayor Palmer read a parade request by Alzheimer’s Forget Me Not Parade on the 
normal route to be held on October 25, 2008 at 11:00 A.M.

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the request based on approval from the D.O.T.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Edwards voting affirmatively, motion carried.
G.
Mayor Palmer explained that a voting delegate would be required for the general 
business meeting at the Mayor’s Day Conference on January 27, 2008.

· Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Councilman Hammond as Calhoun’s primary voting delegate for the GMA business meeting on January 27, 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Edwards, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
· Councilman Edwards made a motion to appoint Councilman Denmon as the alternate delegate for business voting at the GMA Mayor’s Day Conference.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Edwards, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
H.
Mayor Palmer reviewed a contract, DOT project no. CSSTP 0008 00(743), P.I. 
number 0008743 for stripping and raised reflective markers for six city streets. 
(Exhibit “G”)
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the $90,237.50 DOT contract.  The motion was second by Councilman Edwards with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Edwards, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
I.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a zoning change request from C-2 to R-2 by 

Harmony Road Development for 10.35 acres located at 1401 Dews Pond Road.  
Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be March 10, 
2008.
· Councilman Edwards made a motion to set the public hearing for that date.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Edwards, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
21.
Other Written Items Not on the Agenda:  None
22.
Work Reports: 

A.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: Provided the Mayor and Council with a 


utility pole agreement. (Exhibit “H”)
· Councilman Edwards made a motion to approve the agreement as written.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Edwards, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
23.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.
24.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon with 
Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Edwards voting 
affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator 






1

