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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

JULY 9, 2007 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray M. Denmon, City Councilman



George R. Crowley, City Councilman


David Hammond, City Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Linda Brookshire, Assistant City Administrator
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance and gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Following review of the minutes of the June 18, 2007 Regular City Council Meeting, Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve as written.  Second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
4. Mayors Comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer expressed sympathy to the family of W.C. Burdette, former Mayor of the City of Calhoun who passed away on July 2, 2007.  Mr. Burdette was Mayor from 1974 to 1985.  Under his leadership personnel policies and a funded retirement plan for city employees were established.  He understood the importance of water sources and the raw water intake was moved from the Oostanaula River to the Coosawattee River under his leadership.

b.
Mayor Palmer reported he had attended the GMA conference June 23-26 and in his opinion it was one of the best ones he had ever attended.  The training sessions and the work session were very beneficial.
· Councilman Crowley stated he had attended a session on emergency management and it was very informative on how to organize for emergency management.
· Councilman Hammond attended a session on growth and pending legislative issues; it was an opportunity to voice concerns.  He also attended a human resource training session concerning hiring, training, and retaining qualified employees.

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts attended a session on strengthening communities and one on transportation.
· Councilman Denmon reported he attended a natural environment session concerning the state’s plans for water resources.

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and Public of a beer pouring license hearing of Cynthia Villarreal for a restaurant at Prime Outlet Mall on Belwood Road.  The hearing will be July 23, 2007 @ 7:00 P.M.
d.
Mayor Palmer requested Mayor Pro Tem Potts to review the public hearings scheduled for August 13, 2007 @ 7:00 P.M. 

1.
Zoning variance request of 18 feet on the East side of South Calhoun  
Baptist Church at 500 Pine Street to allow a building expansion due to 
membership growth.

5.
Council Comments:

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts reported that for the fifth year in a row Calhoun has been 


accredited a National Mainstreet City.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts gave the June 


reports as follows:

1)
The Street Department:

· Placed 6 new street signs.
· Completed 27 shop work orders.

· Ran brush truck, bushhog, and street sweeper routes

· Ran the storm water maintenance plan on June 6, 2007 checking all grates and pipes inside the city.

· Dug out and patched cuts on Victory Dr, Trammell St, Pine St, Riverview Dr and McConnell Rd and used 115.60 tons of asphalt.
· Installed sod and goal post on the football field and put irrigation system in to use; watered, grated, and compacted streets and parking lot; built 100X50 pad for the new pavilion

· Contractors started putting up the playground equipment at the 58 acre recreation park

· Repaired broken pipes on the backwash system for the recreation department swimming pool

· Dig out ditches on Richardson Road and Marine Drive with Grade-All


2)
The Sanitation Department:

· Street crews brought in approximately 125 dumpsters from various locations; June 30th was the last day city dumpster service was offered; private contractors are picking up all previous city customers.


3)
The Parks and Maintenance Department:
· Picked up litter, mowed, weed eated, and maintained fountains at all city departments and parks
· Completed maintenance jobs for City Hall, Street Department, Water Treatment Plant, Recycling and the library.

· Moved Meter Readers, Purchasing Department, and Billing Department over to the new Line Street Annex Building.

· Dug footers and set rebar at the new Rec Pavilion

· Painted the downstairs offices at City Hall


4)
Cemetery Department:

· Performed routine maintenance on Fain and Chandler cemetery
· Supervised the opening and closing of 14 grave sites
· Sold 41 new grave spaces 

· Contractors set 6 new monuments

· Worked 2 grave sites


5)
Animal Control:

· Responded to 65 customer calls.

· Housed 23 dogs and 16 cats.

· Issued 1-3rd warning for lease law violation
6)
Safety Committee:

· Inspected the Electric Department on June 12th.

· Reported 2 workers compensation accidents.


b.
Councilman Denmon stated:


1)
The Water Treatment Plant Facility:

· Pumped and treated a total 423,120,000 gallons of water during the month with a daily average of 14.1 million per day. The Brittney Drive Treatment Plant produced 34.7% of the city’s potable water.


2)
The Waste Treatment Plant:

· Treated a daily average of 5.697 million gallons per day, with an average  BOD effluent of 6, average suspended effluent of 11, and an average COD effluent of 67.

3)
The Water Construction Department:

· Made 33 water connections during the month.
· Made 27 water connections changed out with new meters.

· Repaired 72 leaks.

· Installed 700 feet of 6 inch PVC line.

· Installed 480 feet of 12 inch PVC line.
· Set 77 new meters.

· Repaired 29 meter leaks on city side
· Changed out 17 meters

· Pulled 46 meters

· Received 43 calls at the shop.

· Provided 557 locates for developers and others.

· Called in 74 locates for city work.

· Called in 59 emergency locates for work

· Checked or worked 197 misc calls


4)
The Sewer Construction Department:

· Provided 10 sewer connections during the month.

· Repaired 10 sewer services.

· Repaired 2 manholes
· Inspected 5 sewer services for a total of 380 feet.

· Provided 384 locates for developers and others.

· Repaired 2 lift stations.

· Responded to 2 calls. (Both were sewer service lines)
· Cleaned 16 lines totaling 5,650 feet.

· Opened and inspected 47 manholes
· Continued the grading of parking areas and the installation of storm drains at Annex project.


5)
The Sludge Department:

· Applied 1,744 cubic yards or 212.9 dry tons of sludge.

6)
Building Inspection Department:

· Issued 71 permits for an estimated $9,165,310.00 of new construction.


c.
Councilman Crowley stated:


1)
The Electric Department:

Long Term Projects Under Construction:
· The electric upgrade of older clarifiers and thickeners remains under construction at the Waste Treatment Plant.  The project remains approximately 80% complete.

· Phase II of the System Loss Program for 2007-2008 engineering study revision is underway to accommodate system load characteristics changes.  The final phase of the System Reliability Project will begin this fall with new equipment already received.

Projects and Maintenance Under Construction:
· Construction continues on the Annex remodel/rewiring.  Work on Electrical and HVAC systems is 100% complete.  Access control, security and fire alarm system wiring are complete with door lock and Electronic componets being completed in June/July.

· Installation of the temporary service at the new Recreation addition is complete and materials for permanent electrical service have been received.

· The Avalon Estates Subdivision on Beamer Road is under construction.  Approximately 3,000 feet of overhead system and more than 19,900’ of underground primary installation is complete.  Transformer installations, terminations, and street lighting remain under construction.

· A temporary electric service for Liberty Tire Recycling (Tires, Inc) was installed to allow relocation of production from the sister plant in Jackson, Ga.

· The electric service for the Calhoun First Presbyterian Church expansion is complete.
· Calhoun OBGYN Associates on Curtis Parkway electrical service is under construction and is progressing in cooperation with the developer.

· Multiple water pumping station electrical Installations and controls including Union Grove, Ranger, and Pine Chapel have been completed as high priority projects.

Projects in Engineering and Design:

· Revisions in facilities for Street Scape are designed and materials continue being acquired.
· Engineering for Kobelco and Shaw Industries D-5 additions are complete with construction schedules for July/August.
Work Orders in Process or Completed for June:

· Street and security lighting – 23
· New business and maintenance – 49
· After hours trouble callouts - 32

2)
Telecommunications Department:

· Continued installation of a new E-mail server.  Planning is under way to migrate users to the new servers.

· Continued installation of new data and phone jacks for the Utilities Administration Building

· Completed internet service to 15 faculty homes at Georgia Cumberland Academy

· Installed routing “patches” for the Harris Billing System

· Opened and closed 14 work orders

· Opened and closed 5 trouble calls

· Issued 20 permits

· Performed 36 inspections

· Set 10 meters


d.
Councilman Hammond reviewed the following reports:


1)
The Police Department:
· Made 645 cases with 10 DUI’s
· Issued 433 warnings.
· Responded to 57 highway accidents.

· Responded to 41 property accidents, with 2 injuries and no fatalities.

· Provided 93 escorts.

· Provided 1,907 incident reports.

· Responded to 227 alarms.

· Patrolled 55,375 miles.

· Received 5,234 calls through E-911.

· Issued 11 parking citations.

2)
The Fire Department:

· Responded to 48  calls for service, including 4 fire incidents 
· Responded to 17 emergency medical calls with 20 injuries
· Responded to 14 hazardous conditions incidents 

· Responded to 3 miscellaneous service calls, 0 good intents, 8 false alarms, 1 severe weather & natural disaster, and 1 special incident
· Received and responded to 87 calls for after hour’s utility request during the month.

· Maintained 742 fire hydrants.

· Completed in house training during the month for all fire fighters on state required core skills along with additional department training
· Completed all station and vehicle maintenance.


3)
Fire Inspection Department:

· Reported 80 inspections during the month, 10 annual, 2 new business, 25 requested inspections, 3 follow up, 23 consultations

· Placed 6 new hydrants into service.

· Fire extinguisher training course for Cintas

· Fire extinguisher training course for Liberty Tire Recycling 

· Attended 3 preconstruction meetings for new developments

· Attended North Georgia Code Officials meeting

· Attended LEPC meeting

Councilman Hammond reported the Police Department had received $26,000 in grants for the purchase of equipment such as thermal imaging equipment, night vision goggles, telescopic camera and digital recording system.

Councilman Hammond stated he attended a Coosa Valley RDC meeting on aging and Darrell Stone of Calhoun had received the Live Healthy Georgia Champion Award.  He is 95 years and 6 months old and is a poet and artist.
Mayor Palmer requested a motion to continue the contract with CVRDC, area agency on aging to provide meals at the senior center and to those senior citizens that are homebound.  The city provides the driver, fuel, and repairs, CVRDC provides the food, van, and insurance.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract, second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Councilman Crowley announced that for the third year in a row the Calhoun Middle School debate team won the East Coast National Debate Tournament.
6.
Zoning and other Public Hearings:


A.  
Mayor Palmer stated at this time the public hearing on zoning matters would be 


held.  The public would have an opportunity to make pro and con comments with 


a ten minute maximum time limit and with each person speaking having filed a 


financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing if required.  He asked 


that each person provide their name and address.  Mayor Palmer made an inquiry 


to determine if any elected official has filed or needed to file a disclosure 



statement regarding any ownership or special interest in the agenda item.  There 


were none.  Mayor Palmer stated that the land use maps are on display at the 


Council Chambers for both the Zoning Advisory Board and the City Council 


hearings and the Council members have a copy of the Zoning Minutes from the 


latest Zoning Advisory Board Meeting.
1. 
Cheviot Hills Property, LLC, agent for Harmony Road Development to 
change zoning from C-2 to R-2 for approximately 14.4 acres at 1401 
Dews Pond Road. (Written request to table until the August zoning and 
council meeting.  ZAB request table also.)
· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to table until August, the motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
2. 
Annexation and Zoning request of 312 Land Co., LLC for four small tracts 
joining the 28 acre site off Hwy 53 East behind Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
(Notices not mailed – request to hold until August meetings.)
· Councilman Denmon made a motion to table until August, the motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
3.
Request for eleven applications for annexation and zoning.

1. Jack & Gwen Hennessee, 473 Harris Beamer Rd.
2. Maria T. Castillo & Rolando Bracamonte, 485 Harris Beamer Rd.
3. Patricia & David Neighbors, 497 Harris Beamer Rd.
4. Stacie & Jerry Dodd, 509 Harris Beamer Rd.
5. Edward & Paulette Richards, 521 Harris Beamer Rd.
6. Scorpio Denmon, 543 Harris Beamer Rd.
7. Darren & Cathy Edwards, 555 Harris Beamer Rd.
8. Walter Barrios, 569 Harris Beamer Rd.
9. Bulmaro M. Anguiano, Leovigilda Martinez & Rafaela M. Martinez, 583 Harris Beamer Rd.
10. Maria Lebron & Luis M. Santana, 595 Harris Beamer Rd.
11. Randall R. Hunter, Executor for Gil Smith 683 Harris Beamer Rd – 40 acres – all tracts for R1-B Zoning.
· Mayor Pro Tem Potts reported that the Zoning Advisory Board reviewed the request and decided the property was outside the limits of the future plans drawn for the city.  There was a motion to approve in the Zoning Advisory Board meeting but due to lack of a second the motion died.

· Greg Massey, representative for Gil Smith, requested that the matter be tabled.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to table the request, second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.
Other Hearings and Public Comments:

1.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing regarding the beer pouring license 


request of Maya, Inc. d/b/a Lizzie’s Deli, Jamil S. Brahim as the authorized agent.  

The location is 203 Richardson Road, suite 110.
· Mayor Palmer stated the location has been previously licensed in years past and the police report is clear.
· Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any questions or comments by the 
  Council or the public. There were none.
· The hearing was closed.
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve to beer pouring license for Maya, Inc d/b/a Lizzie’s Deli, Jamil S. Brahim as the authorized agent.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the ordinance amendment regarding 
alcohol servers being required to wear I.D. while on duty.  

· Attorney Bailey reviewed the amendment explaining that the ordinance could have required employees of grocery stores to wear ID when the intent was for only servers of drinks to be required to wear ID.  The amendment clarifies that servers of drinks are required to wear ID.  The effective date of the amendment will be 60 days after adoption.  

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the amended amendment, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with Councilman Hammond, Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.

3.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing of the beer-wine-liquor package license 


request of Black Knight Beverage, LLC, Christopher W. Gray as authorized agent 

for the operation currently known as ABC Package Store on Highway 53 East.
· Mayor Palmer stated the store is currently authorized for a beer package license and the police report for Christopher W. Gray is clear.

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the beer-wine-liquor package license for Black Knight Beverage, LLC, Christopher W. Gray as authorized agent.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Old Business:  None
9.
New Business:  
 1.
Mayor Palmer stated there was a parade request for Calhoun High School 
Homecoming Parade on October 26, 2007 @ 3:45 P.M. 
· Mayor Palmer stated the parade is traditional and if approved it would be subject to DOT approval.

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the Calhoun High School Parade request, subject to DOT approval. The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
2.
Mayor Palmer tabled the appointments to the Housing Authority Board to give the 
Council more time to consider suitable candidates.
3.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of amendment to code section 78-62, of the 
city code of ordinances regarding solid waste and the public hearing was set for 
July 23, 2007.

10.
Other Written Items Not on the Agenda:  
1. 
Councilman Crowley requested they return to the annexation request of the 10 
lots on Harris Beamer Road.

· Councilman Crowley asked Greg Massey if he was a representative of all 10 property owners or only Gil Smith.

· Mr. Massey stated he is the representative for Mr. Smith.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to remove the annexations from the table.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
2.
Mayor Palmer presented the annexation request for Jack and Gwen Hennessee, 
473 Beamer Road.  (Notices had been filed as required)

· The findings of the Zoning Advisory Board were:

(1)  
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use a development of adjacent or nearby properties.

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent properties.

(3)
The property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned in the unincorporated area.

(4)
The zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could  cause excessive or burdensome use of transportation facilities, and city schools.

(5)
The capital cost for capital improvements would be paid by the developer.  Capital costs shall include water mains, sewer mains, new street pavement or widening.

(6)
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan.

(7)
There are no other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property which gives supporting grounds disapproval of the zoning proposal.  The city’s growth plans do not include this area.
(8)
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.     
· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to deny the request, second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
11.
Work Reports:
          
a. 
 Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities, presented a contract with Dalton Utilities 


for water sales of a minimum of .25 MGD and a maximum of .5 MGD. Mr. 


Cornwell recommended the contract be considered favorably.  


· Attorney Bailey stated he had read the contract and it was the same as contracts with other entities.  
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract to allow water sales to Dalton Utilities.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
 12.
Mayor Palmer inquired if there was a need to move to Executive Session.
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to move to executive session to discuss personnel matters.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
13.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to move to general session.  The motion was second 
by Councilman Hammond, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond, 
Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
14.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to appoint Eddie Peterson as City Administrator in 
training.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, 
Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting 
affirmatively, motion carried.
15.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon with 
Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Mayor Pro 
Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Linda Brookshire,







           
Assistant City Administrator
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