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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

June 18, 2007 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray M. Denmon, City Councilman



George R. Crowley, City Councilman


David Hammond, City Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety/Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Councilman Hammond gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3. Following review of the minutes of the June 11, 2007 Regular City Council Meeting, Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve as written.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
4. Mayors Comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer reminded the council of the GMA Conference June 23-26 in Savannah.  He stated it is a great opportunity for additional training and legislative updates.
b.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone that city employees will have a group health insurance meeting.  There will be three separate meetings held at the Depot at 9:00 A.M., 1:30 P.M., and 3:30 P.M. on June 20, 2007.
c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the council and public of a beer-wine-liquor package license public hearing for Black Knight Beverage, LLC, Christopher W. Gray for the current ABC Package Store located on Highway 53 East on July 9, 2007 at 7:00  P.M.
d.
Mayor Palmer reminded the council and public of the hearing for the Maya Inc., with Jamil S. Brahim as the authorized agent for the beer pouring license request for Lizzie’s Deli at 203 Richardson Road Suite 110.  The hearing will be on July 9, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.
e.
Mayor Palmer requested Mayor Pro Tem Potts to review the public hearings scheduled for July 9, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. and the one hearing scheduled for August 13, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.
July 9, 2007

1.  Cheviot Hill Property, LLC, agent for Harmony Road Development, to change zoning from C-2 to R-2 for approximately 14.4 acres at 1401 Dews Pond Road.


2.  Annexation and zoning request of the 312 Land Co., LLC for four small tracts joining the 28 acre site off of Hwy 53 east behind Kentucky Fried Chicken with a request that the property be zoned C-2.

3.   Request for eleven applications for annexation and zoning.

· Jack & Gwen Hennessee, 473 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Maria T. Castillo & Rolando Bracamonte, 485 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Patricia & David Neighbors, 497 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Stacie & Jerry Dodd, 509 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Edward & Paulette Richards, 521 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Scorpio Denmon, 543 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Darren & Cathy Edwards, 555 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Walter Barrios, 569 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Bulmaro M. Anguiano, Leovigilda Martinez & Rafaela M. Martinez, 583 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Maria Lebron & Luis M. Santana, 595 Harris Beamer Rd.

· Randall R. Hunter, Executor for Gil Smith 683 Harris Beamer Rd – 40 acres – all tracts for R1-B Zoning.
August 13, 2007

4.   A zoning variance request of 18 feet on the eastside of South Calhoun Baptist Church at 500 Pine Street to allow a building expansion due to membership growth.
5.   
Public Hearings and Comments:

a.  
Mayor Palmer reopened the hearing on the amendments of the sign ordinance. 
· Attorney Bailey stated that the ordinance revision for signs has been ongoing since March 2007.  He stated that a moratorium had been put in place at that time and has been extended beyond the original sixty days in order to continue to review and update the sign ordinance that should conform to the latest legal challenges in the Court of Appeals.  He reviewed each item that had changes and definitions that were changed.  He also reviewed the photographs indicating signs that are presently located in the right-of-way area that are in violation of the current ordinance and in the amended ordinance.  He stated the proposals have been reviewed by the Mayor and Council, by the Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Officer, and by the Director of Public Safety/Public Works.  He stated he felt the changes were in accordance with the findings that had been made by the Mayor and Council and he reviewed those findings as outlined in the proposed ordinance amendment.
·  Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments by the public.
· Flipper McDaniel inquired about real estate signs.

· Attorney Bailey stated the section regarding exempt signs had been removed and real estate signs would be allowed and would not require a permit, however they would need to comply with the 10’ set back from the property line.

· Mr. McDaniel reviewed the section regarding monument signs, stating the height of 4’ as listed in the ordinance would allow very small space for signs, while allowing space for the base of the sign.  He asked if there might be a possibility to have the height extended.

· Following discussion, the council stated they would rather leave the regulations as stated and entertain individual variance requests for any monument sign above what the ordinance calls for.

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any other questions/comments.

· Councilman Hammond stated the matter had been reviewed diligently by the proper City Officials and Attorney and he felt it was an attempt for the community to maintain a tasteful quality and that he was please with the proposed amendments.
· There were no other comments.  The hearing was closed.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the amendments to the sign ordinance.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1. Ordinance No 861

b. 
Mayor Palmer stated since the ordinance amendments had been approved, he 
would    entertain a motion to discontinue the moratorium on sign permits. 

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to discontinue the moratorium on sign permits following the adoption of the amendments to the sign ordinance.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Old Business:



a.  
Mayor Palmer stated the American Legion had filed a request for a manager 


change for their alcohol license.  The request is to change the manager from C.L. 


Rutledge to Alton Densmore.
· Mayor Palmer stated the police report is clear.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the proposed manager change from C.L. Rutledge to Alton Densmore.  The motions was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time he would ask the Administrator to review the 
Proposed City Budget including the School’s Local Share.  

· Administrator Harrison stated the budget had not been changed since the last public hearing on June 11, 2007, that it still included the General Fund Division of $36,632,701.00 and this included the Local School Share of $10,294,894.00, the Utility Division totals $57,135,042.00 with the total of both divisions being $93,767,743.00.  She stated the budget also included a slight increase on business license taxes and also a $0.65 per month increase on the residential pick-ups.  She also stated it would include a very slight increase in Advalorem Taxes for city M&O operations.  She also stated the utility area included a $0.16 per 1,000 gallon increase for residential and commercial customers within the city, $0.12 per 1,000 gallons for industrial customers inside the city for sewer; outside the city the increase was $.024 per 1,000 gallons for residential, commercial, and industrial sewer customers.  For water there is a $0.04 per 1,000 gallon increase for residential, commercial, and industrial customers inside the city; outside the city there is a $0.06 per 1,000 increase for residential and commercial customers, and a $0.05 per 1,000 increase for industrial customers.  The return check charge increased from $15.00 per check to $25.00.  The cut-off charge during normal business hours increased from $15.00 to $25.00 with an additional $15.00 charge when a second trip is required to the customers meter due to their failure to appear at the first requested review of the meter.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments.

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the City’s Operating Budget including the School’s Local Share.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1. “EXHIBIT A”

· In reference to the Capital Plan, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the 5 Year Capital Plan as submitted to the Mayor and Council several weeks prior.  He also stated that as part of his motion, he would recommend the authorization for the finance director to change the rollback distribution period of local option sales tax collection from the original period established when the tax was first authorized, to the fiscal year for collection and rollback distribution effective July 1, 2007 and to apply any residual funds as rollback in fiscal year 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the taxi application of Lilia Haygood for 
Glendy’s Taxi at 655 Red Bud Road, N.E., commercial address, he stated the 
police report was clear and if the application is approved, it would be subject to 
inspection of proposed vehicles and proof of insurance.
· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the application for Lilia Haygood for a taxi license subject to those items as outlined by Mayor Palmer.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the amendment to the Utility Fee 
Resolution that includes the changes as reviewed by Administrator Harrison 
during the budget review.  All other parts of the fee schedule will remain in effect 
without change.
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the amendments to the Utility Fee Resolution.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1. “EXHIBIT B”

e.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the amended General Fee Resolution that 
includes the new fees to this area as reviewed by Administrator Harrison during 
the budget review.

· Harrison stated she had reviewed the individual garbage pick-up fee for her father who has garbage pick-up outside the city limit area on a private contract and the monthly fee is $18.50.  She stated the total fee for residential customers will be $8.65 slightly over one half the rate of a regular individual pick-up.  She stated the group rate for all city residents is still a very good bargain based on the increased rate.

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.

· Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the General Fee Resolution.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1. “EXHIBIT C”
7.
New Business:


a.
Mayor Palmer stated each council member had received a copy of the Proposed 


Utility Charge-off for the period ending June 30, 2006.  He stated that total is 


$97,634.66.  He stated while that number appears to be extremely large, in view 


of the total utilities billed for that period, over forty-two million dollars, it is 


extremely small and that the charge-off is under ¼ of 1% and even though the 


items will be written off, customer services will continue efforts 




to collect those for years into the future.
· Following review, Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Utility Charge-offs for 2006 in the amount of $97,634.66 and he commended the personnel for their efforts.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time he would ask the city attorney to review the 

Proposed Alcohol Amendments requiring servers to wear identification.

· Attorney Bailey stated in order for pouring license establishments to operate in a proper manner, servers will be required to be registered with the police department.  The registration will be renewed each November, there will be a  low fee for registration, and each server will be required to wear picture I.D. on their person while on duty.  The ordinance would also outline the fines for violation of the ordinance.
· Mayor Palmer stated the public hearing could be set for July 9, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for July 9, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer stated each member of the Council had received a copy of the 
proposal from the City Administrator and the Director of Utilities requesting the 
West Line Street building be transferred from the General Fund Fixed Assets to 
the Utility Fund Fixed Assets.  

· The transfer would include the current value of the building prior to any improvements, plus the value of the property, allowing a lease, 
prepaid, rate for the General Fund for the approximate 3,400 square feet that will house the community development area.  When computed 
based on lease values from experienced builders in the area, the prepaid lease 
period would be 12.3 years.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the transfer the building/property from the General Fixed Assets to the Utility Fixed Assets, the building and property, effective July 1, 2007.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Other Written Items not on the Agenda:  

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated that she would make a motion to declare two mowers 

from the cemetery department, serial numbers 04173 and 000194 as surplus 


property and to authorize their trade in on a new mower.  The motion was second 


by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, 


Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion 


carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer stated that the City of Calhoun had received the DOT LARP 


paving 
contracts.  He stated this was for various streets located in the city and it 


was an 
average amount as authorized by the state.
· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the paving contract and to authorize Mayor Palmer to sign.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a review for a beer pouring license application for Cynthia 
Villarreal, pouring license for a restaurant located at Prime Outlet Mall.  He stated 
the location had previously been approved for an alcohol license; however this 
application would be new ownership of the restaurant and for the proposed 
license.

· Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for the beer pouring license request for July 23, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d.
Mayor Palmer asked the Administrator to review the Proposed Budget 
Amendments.

· Harrison stated that this year, due to a slow down in the city’s primary industry of carpet and floor covering, (that resulted from a drop in the housing market), had affected the city’s utility services of water, sewer, and electric and it had been necessary to reduce those revenues, thereby reducing expenses to equal the reduction in revenues.  Also several of the larger construction projects had been delayed due to set backs in procurement of right-of-ways, therefore the Proposed Revenue and Expense Amendments were fairly high, $9,573,704.00.  She stated that revenues and expenses were equally amended in order to maintain a balanced budget and the city’s current year budget of $97,133,411.00 will be reduced to $87,559,707.00.

· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments.  There were none.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the resolution outlining the Proposed Budget Amendment for fiscal year 2006-2007.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1. “EXHIBIT D”

9.
Work Reports:


a.  Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities, stated the city had received proposals on the 
replacement of the 80 tons of heating and air conditioning for the auditorium. He stated 

the existing units were approximately 30 years old and at this time, the roof is being 
replaced, and it would be appropriate to move those units off of the roof and replace them 
due to the age and high cost of maintenance.  He stated the proposals included a rate of 
$122,500.00 from John Anderson and Company, a rate of $132,894.00 from Cherokee 
Mechanical, and a rate of $272,000.00 from Mechanical Retrofit Solutions.  He stated the 
proposals had been reviewed by Frank Hogshead and he recommended the low 
proposal of $122,500.00 from John Anderson.  

· Following review Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the proposal from John Anderson for $122,500.00.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.  Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety/Public Works, no report.
10.
Mayor Palmer inquired if the was a need to move to Executive Session, there were none.
11. 
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Crowley with 
Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman 
Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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