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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

NOVEMBER 26, 2007 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Ray Denmon, Councilman



George Crowley, Councilman


David Hammond, Councilman
ABSENT:
Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities


Eddie Peterson, City Administrator Elect


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Councilman Hammond gave the invocation.
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.
3.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  The motion was 
second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, 
and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
4.
Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 12, 2007 
regular City Council Meeting as written.  The motion was second by Councilman 
Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley 
voting 
affirmatively, motion carried.
5.
Mayors Comments:
A.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone that the Mayor’s Motorcade to Northwest Regional Hospital would be on December 4th.  He stated gifts for patients can be left at City Hall until that time.
B.
Mayor Palmer stated the second December meeting would fall on December 24, 
2007 and he asked the Council to consider changing the date until December 17, 
2007.  Following review Councilman Crowley made a motion to change the 
December 24, 2007 meeting of the City Council to December 17, 2007.   The 
motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Crowley, 
Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion 
carried.
C.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the serious drought that is in North Georgia.  
He stated although we have had some rain in the last few days, it is still quite 
serious and it will take months, maybe even years, for the effects of the drought to 
diminish.  He asked that every person do their share in conserving water.

D.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time of the year that each family should remember 
those members who serve in the armed forces who are away from their families.  
He stated each one should be thankful for the service they provide and for the 
protection they give to us for our everyday freedoms.

E.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the run-off election for City School Board 
Post 4 that will be held on December 4, 2007 at the Recreation Department.  He 
stated there are two candidates, Matt Barton and Trey Pierson.  He reminded 
everyone that advanced voting is available this week November 26th -November 
30th at the County Election and Registration Office in the Court House Annex 
Building.
F.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public of the retirement party scheduled 
for three long term employees who will be leaving at the end of December, those 
being Dorothy Bagwell, JoAnn Shropshire, and Cathy Harrison.

G.
Mayor Palmer stated this year the City had two representatives for the National 
League of Cities meeting.  That being Councilman Hammond and Councilman 
Denmon and he asked each of them to review their meetings.

· Councilman Hammond stated the meeting was held this year in New Orleans and it gave him and Councilman Denmon an opportunity to see first hand the devastation that had taken place due to Katrina.  He stated there were opportunities to visit areas where there was total devastation and to visit with elected officials from the area and to hear their comments first hand of the many challenges they faced going through the ordeal and that continues today.  He stated it was a very worthwhile meeting and he realized many areas that local governments can make improvements on a day to day basis to assist in similar type crisis in the future.
· Councilman Denmon stated there was only one hospital that remained out of the flood area during the entire ordeal and it came to a point that it had to refer victims to other locations for treatment.  He also stated he had found that the primary area for flooding came through Lake Poncetrain and that the area had 41 days of 10 feet of water in most areas.  He stated it was a tremendous ordeal for many families who will never be able to recover.
H.
Mayor Palmer reminded the public of the zoning hearing scheduled for December 
10, 2007 and January 14, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

December 10, 2007


1.
Zoning and Annexation request of Grado, Inc for approximately 4 acres 


off of Hwy 53 East for C-2 zoning.

January 14, 2008

2.
Zoning and Annexation request of Four Star for two lots on Kelley Court 


across from the property recently annexed by Pat Rasbury for C-2 zoning.

6.   
Public Hearings and Comments:

A.
Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the Amendment to the Defined 



Benefits Pension Plan Ordinance Amendment.
· Harrison stated the City had discovered a flaw in the retirement program during the budget process and the Council had allowed funding to cure the problem.  She stated the draft to amend the Pension Ordinance had been prepared by the GMA Pension Attorney, Angela Nixon. Harrison stated it had been reviewed by Attorney Bailey and herself to make sure no other changes were made other than the change necessary to cure the defect.  She stated the change would allow a current employee who dies prior to the age of 55, who had not filed an early retirement request, but who would have met the years of employment as required, would have funding available for their beneficiary as though the employee had requested 100% go to the beneficiary at their death.
· Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions regarding the Proposed Amendment to the Pension Plan.

· There were none.  The hearing was closed.

· Councilman Crowley made a motion to waive the 3rd and 4th readings and to approve the Defined Benefits Pension Plan Ordinance Amendment as reviewed and to authorize the Mayor to sign.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing of the Water Rate Resolution 
Amendment.

· Director of Utilities, Kelly Cornwell, reviewed the Rate Resolution indicating there would be no change in any section except for water rates for residential customers for ¾, 1, and 2 inch irrigation meters. He stated there were no changes for the first 10,000 gallons of consumption, however, following that there were three additional tiers added.  The first, there would be a $1.00 per 1,000 gallon increase for the first 20,000 gallons following the original 10,000.  The second 20,000 gallons would increase to $3.64 per 1,000 gallons and after 50,000 gallons the rate would increase to $10.00 per 1,000 gallons.  Those being for inside City rates.  For outside City rates, there would be an increase on the first 20,000 gallons following the first 10,000 gallons to $3.23 per 1,000 gallons.  For the second 10,000 gallons, it would be $4.23 per 1,000 gallons and after the first 50,000 gallons it would be $12.00 per 1,000 gallons.  He stated these rates would not affect the normal household usage but it would affect those who elect to continue to utilize large amounts of water.  He stated there would also be a surcharge included in the rate and the surcharge would be applied to all 2” meters and larger.  The surcharge would be based on each customer’s contribution to the City’s inability to meet the State’s mandatory 10% reduction and penalty for non-compliance.
· Following discussion the public hearing was closed.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Amendment to the Water Rate Resolution as outlined effective December 1, 2007.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.
Old Business:



A.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the following Pawn License Renewal 


Request.
1. Larry E. Knight for Corner Pawn

2. Frank McDonald for National Title Pawn of Calhoun

3. Nancy P. Long for D&S Pawn

4. Tim Langston for This and That Pawn Shop

5. Joseph Brown for Pawn Mart

6. Clifford L. Cochran for Pete’s Music City & Pawn

7. Mayara Montero for Titlemax of Calhoun, Inc.

8. Brock Wilkins for The Cash Store

9. Rod Aycox for Instant Cash Loans on Car Titles, Inc.

· Following review, Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Pawn License Renewal Requests for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the following Taxi License Renewal 
Request.

1. Romulando Martinez for Taxi Latino

2. Andres Hernandez for Taxi Oasis

3. Sonia Romero for Los Buenos Amigos Taxi

4. Antonio Brito-Melendez for Brito’s Taxi Cab

· Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the renewal requests for Taxi licenses for 2008.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
C.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the following Beer-Wine-Liquor License 
Renewal Request.

1. Melba Jane Price for Kuranzi Pizza d/b/a Pizza Hut

2. Hussein Asadi for Back Gate Restaurant

3. Kitty Leung for Great Wall Chinese Restaurant
4. Alexis Prasinos for Gondolier’s Pizza

5. Jeff Erwin for Dub’s High on the Hog, Inc.

6. Mitzi Hutchinson for Thurston’s, Inc

7. Edna Talley for Renis Barrett Memorial Home, Inc d/b/a VFW Post 5376

8. Juana Naranjo for El Pueblito Mexican Restaurant
9. Jeff Mathis for Longhorn Steakhouse

10. Martin Carranza for Los Gallos de Mexico

11. Liborio Hernandez for Los Magueys # 3, LLC b-4

12. William T. Howard for Los Reyes

13. Luis Rey Fitz Solis for El Rayos

14. William Lee Carter for Mapco Express d/b/a Fast Food & Fuel

15. William Lee Carter for Mapco Express d/b/a Fast Food & Fuel

16. Phil Beamer for Phillip Beamer Distributors Inc

17. Phil Beamer for Phillip Beamer Distributors Inc

18. Ray Tierce for Tierces Little Giant

19. Roy Thomas Aaron for South 41 Package

20. Jeff Knight for Knight’s Grocery


21. Jeff Knight for Knight’s Grocery

22. Raymond J. Brown for J&J’s Package Store

23. Barbara Bishop for Dixie Beverage Shop

24. Larry Garren for Ingles Food Market

25. Doug Busch for Kroger # 393

26. Patsy Colleps for J&P Package Store

27. Linda Maples for Wal-Mart Supercenter #1215

28. Billy Michael Copeland for Retail Marketing Corp. d/b/a Food Outlet, IGA

29. Kishor Shah for R&R Beer & Tobacco 

30. Champ Kelly for Red Bud Liquor, Inc.

31. Mukesh S. Patel for Mukhi, Inc. d/b/a Calhoun Liquor

32. Lindsey Lewis for B&L Liquor, Inc.

33. Christopher W. Gray for Black Knight Beverage

34. William Whittenburg for American Legion Post 47

· Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the 2008 Beer-Wine-Liquor License Renewal Requests.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer asked the Administrator to review a request for two special budget 
funds to be amended for fiscal year 2007.  

· Harrison reviewed the two special funds stating they were in addition to the regular amendment that were authorized in May 2007.  She stated these funds had more activity than had been originally anticipated during budget preparation and that the budget needed to be increased in order to meet State guidelines regarding budgeting.  She stated the first fund; the School Bond Debt Service is a request to amend the budget by $550,554.00 with the excess funds being placed in fund balance.  For Confiscated Assets, these funds are representative of police fund that are awarded through various courts.  She stated there had been more activity than originally anticipated and the request was to add an additional $31,312.00 to this particular fund and with most of the additional funding to remain in fund balance.

· Following discussion, Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Budget Amendments as outlined in the Resolution and to make the changes effective immediately.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
New Business:

A.
Mayor Palmer stated the Advalorem Tax notices should be mailed at the end of 


the week and in order for the City due dates to coordinate with the County and 


since the digest for both governments was delayed due to Freeport calculation 


problems by the printer, he would ask the Council to consider the extended due 


date.
· Following review, Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the Advalorem Tax due date of January 31, 2008 for 2007 taxes.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
B.
Mayor Palmer stated that upon review of the City’s last Ordinance Amendment 
regarding minimum standard codes, it had been determined that the Amendment 
that had been adopted previously (849) included any future Amendments and the 
annual update 
was not required.

C.
Mayor Palmer asked the Council to consider a resolution that would authorize the 
application for a trail for bikers, walkers, and runners.  The application would be 
through the Georgia Department of Natural Resources through their trail program 
for 2007.

· Mayor Palmer stated this would be biking trails on the 30 acres that had recently been purchased joining the sewer plant. If funded, it would be an 80/20 grant.

· City Administrator Elect, Eddie Peterson, stated the application would fit the profile of the grant program better than the bridge application that has been filed the two previous years.

· Mayor Palmer reviewed the Proposed Resolution.

· Councilman Hammond made a motion to adopt the Resolution and to authorize the Mayor to sign all required documents associated with the Grant Application.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
D.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of the late special license renewal requests for 
Pawn, Taxi, and Alcohol License.  He stated a second reading would be held on 
December 10, 2008.
Pawn 


1.
Douglas Driscoll for Park Avenue Pawn & Jewelry


2.
Hugh M. Austin for Title Exchange and Pawn

Taxi

1.
Maria de la lust Palmer in-Vega for Taxi Guerrero
Beer-Wine-Liquor


1.
Ian B. Wondering for Ruby Tuesday


2.
Karen Aldridge for the Pantry, Inc. d/b/a Kangaroo Express # 3513


3.
Karen Aldridge for the Pantry, Inc. d/b/a Kangaroo Express # 3563


4.
Karen Aldridge for the Pantry, Inc. d/b/a Kangaroo Express # 3519


5.
Med hat Karoo for LSAS, LLC d/b/a Sam’s Mart #530
9.
Other Written Items not on the Agenda:  NONE
10.
Work Reports:


A.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities - NONE
B.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety / Public Works
· Eddie Peterson stated the City had been notified that it had received the GICH designation that being for Georgia Initiatives for Community Housing.  He stated the program for Calhoun will span over the next few years and will coordinate with the Signature Community Designation.  He stated it will start with a retreat in February 2008 for the team designated by the City of Calhoun to meet with experts and to establish plans for addressing areas within the community that need improvement and additional housing.
11.
Mayor Palmer asked if there was any need to move to Executive Session.  The response 
was negative.
12.
Councilman Crowley made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Hammond with 
Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Councilman Denmon voting 
affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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