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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

JUNE 19, 2006, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem


George R. Crowley, City Councilman



David Hammond, City Councilman
ABSENT:
Ray M. Denmon, City Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety / Public Works 
Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and Mayor Pro Tem Potts gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Following a review of the June 12, 2006 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve as written.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

4.
Mayors Comments

a. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council, of the GMA Annual Conference and Training Session June 24 through June 27.  
b. Mayor Palmer reminded the public there would not be a June 26, 2006 Regular Meeting since it had been rescheduled to June 19, 2006 in order to allow the Council to attend the GMA Conference and Training

c. Mayor Palmer asked Mayor Pro Tem Potts to review the zoning hearing scheduled for July 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.:

1) A zoning change request by Celeste Bacon for a house and lot located at 167 Richardson Road.  The request is to change from R-1 zoning to C-N zoning.  

2) A zoning request of R-1 and annexation by Vickie W. Goswick for a house and lot on approximately 1.5 acres at 118 Jones Road.  

3) A zoning variance request of S&B Builders for lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Hannah Hills Subdivision off of Jones Road to allow a long standing fence line to become the property line between the subdivision and Mrs. Smith.  

4) A zoning request of R-1 and annexation request of Grant and Julie Walraven for approximately 2.02 acres located on Amakanata Road.  
d.   Mayor Palmer asked Mayor Pro Tem Potts to review the zoning hearing scheduled

      for August 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.:

1)   Kitty Leung for rezoning property at 1124 N. Wall Street from R-2 to C-2 

      and 10 foot variance on the side and back of the property.

5.   Public hearings and comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the Lindsey Lewis d/b/a B&L Beverage Beer Package License request for store located at 100 Highway 53, East.  Mayor Palmer stated that the store is currently licensed to Tim Bockholt – it has been a beer package previously and it meets criteria.  He stated the police report was clear.  He asked if there were any comments by the public or by the Council.  There were none and the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Lindsey Lewis d/b/a B&L Beverage Beer Package Store located at 100 Highway 53, East.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer opened the hearing on the hearing on the school and City’s 2006-2007 Operating Budget.  Administrator Harrison reviewed the final totals of the City School Budget including insurance, changes in fees for the City and the City’s Operating Budget. (Exhibit “A”)  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments, questions or suggested changes.  There were none.  The hearing was closed.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Budget for the City that includes the City’s Share.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.   Old Business: 
a.    
Mayor Palmer asked Director of Utilities, Kelly Cornwell to review the Georgia              Power easement request.  Director Cornwell stated Georgia Power had reduced their request to two items and those two items are located off Red Bud Road and identified as parcel 004 and 011.  He stated that a representative of Georgia Power has confirmed that in relation to the development or improvement of the property that if any of the Georgia Power poles or guys are required to be relocated in the future, Georgia Power would relocate them at no cost to the City.  Following a review Councilman Crowley made a motion to remove the item from the tabled motion of May 22, 2006.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the easement 004 for anchor, guy poles and wire and to approve the easement 011 with the understanding that should those poles, guy, wires and etc., be required to be removed due to development or improvement of the property, they will be relocated with no cost to the City.  He stated his motion would include authorizing the Mayor to sign the necessary documents.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the water, sewer and electric fee Resolution regarding new rates as identified in the budget at all the public hearings.  He asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the new Fee Resolution regarding water, sewer and electric rates, effective July 1, 2006.  The motion was second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts with Councilman Crowley, Mayor Pro Tem Potts and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.  (Exhibit “B” – Resolution #011)
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the building and waste hauler rates amendment included in the Fee Resolution that had been identified in all of the previous public hearings.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments.  There were none.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the amended rates as indicated in the Fee Resolution, effective July 1, 2006.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.  (Exhibit “C” – Resolution #012)

d.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the Reimbursement Policy amendment designed to meet the current IRA guidelines for employees and elected officials for reimbursement of official expenses.  He asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the Reimbursement Policy amendments.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  (Exhibit “D”)
7.  New Business:  

a. Mayor Palmer reviewed the utility charge off proposal of outstanding accounts for 2004 billings for utilities.  He stated the accounts that are proposed for charge offs are in accordance with prudence accounting practices and they represent 1/23 of 1% of the total utilities billed for the fiscal year.  They total $86,970.29.  He also congratulated the Customer Service Supervisor, Joyce Lingerfelt, Customer Service Agents, Misty Caudle and Joanna Brannon for their excellent work in reducing this to the lowest possible level.  Following review Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the proposed charge offs in the amount of $86,970.29.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b. Mayor Palmer asked Administrator Harrison to review the proposed budget amendments for 2005-2006 Operating Budget.  Administrator Harrison stated that due to escalating fuel cost, new service requests and opportunities to purchase adjoining property for utility systems, it had been necessary to request amendments to the current budget.  She stated the Mayor and Council had line item details.  She stated the amendments add in over $500,000.00 for purchase of additional property for the waste treatment facility.  It included two sewer projects that were required after the budget had been adopted and the escalating fuel cost that dramatically effected wholesale power purchases.  These were presented as Exhibit “E”.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments by the Council.  There were none.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the budget amendments as written.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried. 
c. Councilman Hammond made a motion to declare a 1995 Dodge Stratus as surplus property.  The vehicle being further identified as VIN# 1B3EJ46X3SN622906; the motion included the authorization for the vehicle to be sold on GovDeals online GMA Program.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d. Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to declare a 1987 Mitsubishi Utility Vehicle with electric dump bed as surplus property.  The vehicle being further identified as serial # U14DQHPML2M and a homemade 10X11 trailer, being further identified as State of Georgia #T442072 and to authorize the vehicle and equipment to be 
sold on GovDeals online GMA Program.  The motion was second by Councilman Crowley with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
e. Mayor Palmer stated Calhoun High School has requested a Homecoming Parade for October 13, 2006 at 3:30 p.m. on the traditional route.  He stated this is one of the six traditional parades.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the Calhoun High School Homecoming Parade for October 13, 2006 at 3:30 p.m. on the traditional route and to approve, subject to DOT approval.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried. 
8. Other Written Items not on the Agenda:  None.  
9. 
Work Reports:

a. Director of Utilities, Kelly Cornwell
1) Mayor Palmer reviewed a Utility Resolution regarding encroachment on right-of-ways and rail crossings with an authorization of Kelly Cornwell or Jerry Crawford in his absence to approve and forward those applications for encroachment and crossings to the appropriate parties.  He asked if there were any questions regarding the Resolution.  There were none.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the Resolution.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  (Exhibit “F” – Resolution #014)
2) Director Cornwell stated he had gone through a bidding process for a recent project for the City Hall Annex renovation for the roof.  He stated the bids were opened on June 9, 2006 at 2:00 p.m.  Those included base bids from:   John G. Ker Company, Inc., for $265,800.00, M&C Roofing & Construction for $272,636.00; B&S Construction for $236,000.00; A. Buck Building for $286,460.00; S. Garrett & Co., for $243,977.00; Roof Craft Systems for $457,424.00.  He stated the low bidder, B&S Construction did not meet all the three bonding requirements and when they were contacted, they stated they were not able to meet those and asked that their bid be removed.  He stated they had moved to the second lowest bidder who had met all the bonding requirements.  He stated the architect, Greg Simms had interviewed the Company and determined they are capable of providing the service.   They also confirmed they can work hand-in-hand with the HVAC Contractors that had been selected. Director Cornwell stated he recommended the alternate, regarding the color of the roof be included for an additional $11,766.00 dollars.  Following review Councilman Crowley made a motion to except the second lowest base bid plus the election of the color alternate for a total of $255,743.00 to S. Garrett & Co., since they were able to meet all the bonding requirements and since the low bid had withdrawn, due to not being able to meet the bonding requirements.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
10.       Attorney Bailey stated there was not a need to move to Executive Session.
11.  
Mayor Palmer asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts with Councilman Hammond, Mayor Pro Tem Potts and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively motion carried.

Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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