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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

CALHOUN, GA

JUNE 12, 2006, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem



Ray M. Denmon, City Councilman
David Hammond, City Councilman
ABSENT:
George R. Crowley, City Councilman 
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety / Public Works 
Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
Jim Pannell, Bond Attorney  
1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.
2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Following a review of the May 22, 2006 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes, they were reviewed and approved as written based on a motion by Councilman Hammond.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

4.
Mayors Comments

a. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council, of the GMA Conference and Training Session June 24 through June 27.  Therefore, it would be necessary for the June 26, 2006 Council Meeting to be officially changed to June 19, 2006 in order to accommodate attendance at the conference.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to reschedule the June 26, 2006 regular Meeting for June 19, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b. Mayor Palmer asked Jim Pannell, Bond Attorney and Bill Bailey, City Attorney to review the proposed Resolution regarding the re-imposition of the E-SPLOST Tax and authorization to issue bonds up to $2.5 million dollars.  Attorney Jim Pannell reviewed the proposed Resolution.  He stated if voters approve on September 19, 2006, the City School System will receive 33.3% of the proposed $59,500,000.00 that would be levied.  Those funds would be utilized to retire existing bonds issued for the new school complex on Raymond King Drive and the balance of $2.5 million dollars to be used for improvements to existing school facilities, future land purchases and other capital school expenditures.  Attorney Pannell stated he had met with the School Board and they had adopted their Resolution earlier in the evening.  He will meet with the County School Board later in the evening for adoption of their Resolution.  He stated it would be a joint E-SPLOST with the County School being the lead agent in the proposal.  Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments or questions regarding the information and the proposed Resolution. There were none. Councilman Hammond made a motion to adopt the proposed Resolution (Exhibit “A”- Resolution # 010) regarding the re-imposition of the Educational SPLOST should it be authorized by the voters in September 2006 and acknowledging the issuance of $2.5 dollars in temporary bonds for school improvements, land purchases and etc.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public of the request by Lindsey Lewis d/b/a B&L Beverage located at 100 Hwy 53 East.  The request is to purchase a store and obtain a beer package license.  The hearing for the proposed alcohol license will be held June 19, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 
d. Mayor Palmer requested Mayor Pro Tem Potts to review the zoning hearing scheduled for July 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.:

1) A zoning change request by Celeste Bacon for a house and lot located at 167 Richardson Road.  The request is to change from R-1 zoning to C-N zoning.  

2) A zoning request of R-1 and annexation by Vickie W. Goswick for a house and lot on approximately 1.5 acres at 118 Jones Road.  

3) A zoning variance request of S&B Builders for lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Hannah Hills Subdivision off of Jones Road to allow a long standing fence line to become the property line between the subdivision and Mrs. Smith.  

4) A zoning request of R-1 and annexation request of Grant and Julie Walraven for approximately 2.02 acres located on Amakanata Road.  

5.   Council Comments:
       a.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated during the month of May:
1)
The street department, placed 7 new street signs, completed 24 shop work orders, dug out and patched on College Street, Old Red Bud Road, Florence Ave, Louise Ave and Dan Cheri Drive utilizing 16.52 tons of asphalt.  The department worked traffic control at the Food Lion traffic signal while thermo striping lines, walkways and arrows were placed.  They poured dumpster pad, paved and grassed at the new fire station #2 parking lot, placed banners for the return of the 108th Armory National Guard Troops and removed the banners following the parade.  They paved Devonwood Drive, 330 feet at the curves going into Lake Drive, Little Pine Drive and 400 feet at the entrance to Meadowbrook Subdivision and Kenmoreland Circle.  The street department purchased a new Timco street sweeper.  

2)
The Animal Control department responded to 66 customer calls during the month.  
3)
The Sanitation department ran their routine commercial routes and serviced vehicles.  They did not gain any new dumpster accounts during the month.    
4)
The parks department maintained all City property during the month.  They completed maintenance work at City Hall, Library, Downtown Annex, Depot and the Animal Control Center.  They installed a new pump at BB&T Park fountain.
5)
The cemetery department sold 9 new spaces and set 8 new monuments.


6)
The Safety Committee reviewed Mold Awareness on May 2, 2006.  They 
inspected the fire department on May 9, 2006.  There were two vehicle accidents 
and one workers compensation accident.
b.
Councilman Denmon stated:

1)
The water treatment plant facility pumped and treated a daily average of 13.204 million gallons per day, approximately 1 million more than the previous year.  Councilman Denmon also stated 43.7% of the potable water for May came from the Brittany Drive Plant.  
2)
The water construction department during the month of May made 41 water connections.  They changed out 13 water meters and repaired 43 leaks.  They installed 1,760 feet of 12 inch PVC water line and 800 feet of 8 inch water line and 1,400 feet of 6 inch pvc water line.  They set 64 meters, checked 26 leaks, changed out 48 meters, pulled 22 meters, changed out 1 fire hydrant, received 49 calls at the shop, responded to 491 requests for locates and called in 108 locates for the City water system and 17 emergency calls and responses during the month.

3)
The waste treatment plant treated a daily average flow of 6.5 million gallons 


per day with the average BOD effluent of 7, average suspended effluent 11, and 


average COD effluent of 70.  
4)
The sewer construction department made 18 sewer connections, repaired 10 sewer service lines, repaired 2 manholes, inspected 8 sewer lines for a total of 1,700 feet, inspected 9 sewer services for a total of 1,300 feet, responded to 296 calls for locates, repaired 2 lift stations, responded to 4 service calls, cleaned 18 sewer lines for a total of 6,250 feet, opened and inspected 25 manholes and they continued sewer line replacement work on Richards Street, Edwards Street and Elm Street.  
5)
The sludge department applied 1,552 cubic yards of sludge for a total of 220.9 dry 

tons. 
6)
The building inspection department issued 41 permits during the month of May for a total anticipated construction of $8,054,000.00, $5.3 million for residential construction and $2.6 million for commercial construction.  
c.
Mayor Palmer stated in the absence of Councilman Crowley he would provide his report:

1)
The electric department, continued work at the water plant pumping expansion and at the waste treatment plant expansion.  Projects that are under construction include the Dialysis Center of America, Unity Bank, Gordon Station on North Wall, Ansley Subdivision electric service is complete, the transformer has been installed at Ruby Tuesday and is waiting on continued work by the developer; Dubs Barbeque service expansion is complete and remodeling and rewiring the West Line Street Annex Building is under construction. Projects in engineering and design include: major project for upgrading City lines on Richardson Road, Peters Street and McDaniel Station Road Industrial Park.  Engineering is complete on the Whittenburg Condo Project and Avalon Estates Subdivision off of Beamer Road.  The department completed 41 street and security light work orders in process during the month, 15 new business and maintenance requests and 15 after hour call outs.  During the month of May they issued 15 permits, provided 53 inspections, set 16 meters and purchased 29,884,466 KWH of electricity.  
2)
The telecommunications division continued work for the electric department’s metering of the Ethernet system and testing is under way for Shaw Industries.  They started a new fiber line construction for Dialysis Center of America, Professional Court and Shaw Industries on South Industrial Drive.  They replaced the main battery back up power for the fiber node at fire station #2, developed specifications and ordered a new server for the GIS System.  They opened 10 work orders, closed 9 and opened and closed 11 trouble calls.  
d.
Councilman Hammond reviewed the following reports:

1)
The police department made 658 cases during the month of May.  They issued 484 warnings, issued 106 cases for speeding, 9 DUI’s and 478 others.  They reported on 1,681 incidents, patrolled 58,725 miles during the month and responded to 4,997 calls from 911 and issued 10 parking citations.  Councilman Hammond stated he observed a June 1, 2006 road service check that netted 67 cases for driving under the influence, drug charges and violations for no insurance or no driver’s license.  He stated the road check was very productive, the officers were very cordial and citizens were able to go through the process in 3 minutes or less.  He commended the department for the award of a $5,000.00 grant from the Governor based upon efforts to provide a safer road system within the City.  
2)
The fire department responded to 59 calls for service during the month of May; 8 fire incidents; 1 over pressure; a rupture with no fire; responded to 21 calls for medical services including accidents and rescue incidences.  There were 8 hazardous condition incidents, 1 service call, 3 good intent calls, 16 false alarms and 1 special incident.  They performed fire flow testing of hydrants in the City; water day activity for Calhoun Pre-K and Belwood Elementary; physical agility test for 6 fire fighter candidates; in house training for fire fighters on the State required core skills.  They dispatched 76 calls for utility after service calls and completed station and vehicle maintenance.      

3)
The fire inspection division responded to 16 inspections during the month; conducted safety programs at the Calhoun Elementary Career Day and the Tolbert Elementary Career Day; servicing a total of 140 children; attended State Fire Inspector Meetings and 1 Pre-Construction Meeting.  Councilman Hammond stated he had also attended the recent meeting at the Coosa Valley RDC.  He stated they would be working with Royal Floor Mats that is closing in July with 80 displaced employees.  He stated the division would be working on planning for passing lanes in the area and working on the agri-tourism that is being stressed by Governor Perdue.  
6.           Public hearings and comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer announced at this time public hearings on zoning matters would be held.  The public would have the opportunity to make pro and con comments with a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter and with each person speaking having filed a Financial Disclosure Statement five days prior to the hearing and each person giving their name and address.  Mayor Palmer inquired if any of the elected officials had filed a disclosure statement regarding ownership or special interest in any of the agenda items.  The response was negative.  Mayor Palmer also noted the official zoning map was available in the Council Chambers during City Council Meetings and Zoning Advisory Board Meetings.  The map is available for review by the public or by the Members of the Board or the Commissions.
1)
A rezoning request by the Development Authority of Gordon County, for approximately 15.1 acres located on McDaniel Station Road, SW, also known as lots 1 and 2 only. The request is to rezone from Industrial to C-2.  

a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison reported the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated this matter had been heard before the Zoning Advisory Board on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  She stated it was determined that the immediate area at the entrance would be more suitable for C-2 zoning and according to the request there are plans for a DFCS building to be built on lot 2.  She stated it was the recommendation of the Zoning Advisory Board to approve the rezoning request from Industrial to C-2 for lots 1 and 2 at the Industrial Park.  
d) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.  Attorney Bill Thompson, speaking on behalf of the Development Authority stated the findings of the Zoning Advisory Board were also those of the Development Authority and he was available to respond to any questions that anyone might have.  

e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public or Council.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:  

STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF ZONING POWER

(1) 
The zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of adjacent and nearby property. 

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property. 
(3) 
The property as currently zoned has a limited economic use.    
(4) 
The zoning proposal will not result in an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation, utilities or schools.   

(5) 
The capital costs for utilities and streets will be borne by the developer.

(6) 
The zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan. 

(7) 
The existing factors relate to the location of the George Chambers Training Center located in the immediate area and the Coosa Valley Technical College located directly adjacent to the property.  These activities are compatible with the proposed use. 

(8) 
There are no other known factors relative to balancing the interest in promoting public health, safety, morality, or general welfare against the right of the unrestricted use of the property.   

  g)
Mayor Palmer asked if there was a motion regarding the request.  
Mayor 
Pro Tem Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth 
reading and 
approve the request for rezoning from Industrial to C-2 for lots 1 and 
2 of the Industrial Park located on McDaniel Station Road as 
requested by the Development Authority of Gordon 
County. The motion 
was second by Councilman Denmon with 
Mayor Pro Tem Potts, 
Councilman Denmon and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, 
motion carried.
2)
A zoning variance request by Bob T. and Carol Nance for a 20 foot variance on the east side of the property adjoining the Smith property off Dews Pond Road.

a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison reported the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated this matter had been heard before the Zoning Advisory Board on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  She stated there were several issues concerning the development of the property.  However, the owner and the architect are aware of the storm water issues and the parking issues, including limited parking.  They have acknowledged they must have a variance in order to go forward in the planning for the property.  She stated it was the recommendation of the Zoning Advisory Board to grant a 12 month variance that would expire unless a building permit is issued during this 12 month period.  Once a building permit is issued they would have up to 6 months to begin construction and if issued and construction begins then the variance would be become a permanent variance.     

d) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.  Greg Simms, architect for Mr. and Mrs. Nance, stated he resided at 304 Selvedge Street, Dalton, GA.  He stated the reduction in the buffer is needed in order for planning and development and design work to move forward.  He stated the development would require a drive off of Dews Pond Road.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated there had been no acknowledgement of this request previously and the drive request would need to go back through staff.  Mr. Simms asked if the Council could move forward with the application for the zoning variance of 20 feet.   
e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public or Council.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:  

  
VARIANCE CONSIDERATIONS (ONE OR MORE)

(a) 
There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in question because of its size, shape and location to adjoining property.  
(b) 
The strict application of this ordinance to this particular piece of property would create a hardship.  It would not allow the property to be developed for similar multi-family housing as the property to the west. 

(c) 
There are draining restrictions for the drainage basin where this property is located making it peculiar to the particular piece of property.
(d) 
Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purpose and intent of the ordinance since the applicant met with the affected adjoining property owners prior to the seeking the variance, and received their approval.   
g)
Mayor Palmer reiterated that the findings were only on the request for the 20 foot variance and did not relate to the request for a drive off Dews Pond Road.  
h)
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the temporary variance for 12 months allowing the applicant sufficient time to design, engineer the project and to apply for a building permit.  Should the permit be granted the variance would be become a permanent variance.  However, should it not be granted within the 12 month period the variance would expire.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
3)
A rezoning request by Jason Sloan as agent for Jack Perry for 22.360 acres of      property on Highway 53 East across from the County Road Offices.  The request is to rezone from PRD to C-2.  
a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison reported the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated this matter had been heard before the Zoning Advisory Board on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  She stated the findings of the Zoning Advisory Board were that the property would be better utilized for commercial activity rather than PRD.  However, they did recommend the exclusion of Truck Stops in this C-2 area due to safety factors.  
d) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.  Jason Sloan on behalf of Jack Perry stated it would not affect the development plans for the area to have truck stops excluded from the C-2 zoning due to safety factors.  
e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:  


STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF ZONING POWER

(1) 
The rezoning request will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property. 

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property. 
(3) 
The property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a limited economic use as currently zoned.  
(4) 
The zoning proposal will result in a use that will have less impact on schools but will have an impact on transportation.       

(5) 
The capital costs associated with the redevelopment of the property will be borne by the developer.   

(6) 
The zoning proposal for this tract is in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan. 

(7) 
It is apparent that the development in the area is moving toward commercial development along Highway 53 East.  

(8) 
There are no other known factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health and safety, morality and general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.

g)
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading 
and approve the request to rezone the 22.360 acres on Highway 53 East, 
across from the County Road Department, from PRD to C-2 zoning with 
the exception that the C-2 zoning would exclude truck stops in this area 
due to safety factors.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond 
with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman 
Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
4)  
A request for annexation of 69.448 acres off the Old Fairmount Road and adjoining the above reference tract by Jason Sloan as agent for Jack Perry.  
a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison stated the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated this matter had been heard before the Zoning Advisory Board on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  She stated the findings of the Zoning Advisory Board was the property is eligible for annexation and recommended that it be approved for annexation.  

d) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant or his agent.  Jason Sloan on behalf of Jack Perry stated he was available for questions, if there were any.  
e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public or members of the Council.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:   

STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF ZONING POWER

(1) 
The rezoning request will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property. 

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property. 
(3) 
The property to be affected by the zoning proposal has an economic use that is somewhat limited to the agricultural, residential type zoning in the county.    
(4) 
The zoning proposal will result in a use that will not be burdensome for schools but will add to the use of existing streets.       

(5) 
The capital costs for development of the area for utilities, internal streets and etc., will be borne by the developers.   

(6) 
The zoning proposal will require a change in the policy and intent of the land use plan from residential and agricultural type use to commercial use.  
(7) 
The existing and changing conditions in the immediate area indicate commercial activity is continuing to move eastward on Highway 53 East.    

(8) 
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health and safety, morality and general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.
g)
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and approve the annexation request of 69.448 acres off the Old Fairmount Road and adjoining the previously rezoned tract also owned by Mr. Jack Perry.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
5)
Mayor Palmer stated there was a new zoning request of C-2 for the previously annexed 69.448 acres off of the Old Fairmount Road owned by Jack Perry.  

a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison stated the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated this item had been heard before the Zoning Advisory Board on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  They determined the request would improve in the land use plan from residential and agricultural type to commercial use.  She stated the highest and best use of the property would be commercial, therefore they had recommended the change with the exception that the C-2 zoning not include the option for truck stops in the area due to safety factors.  
d)  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.  Jason Sloan on behalf of Jack Perry stated he was available for questions.  

e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public or members of the Council.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:


STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF ZONING POWER

(1) 
The rezoning request will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of the adjacent and nearby property. 

(2)
The zoning proposal will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property. 
(3) 
The property to be affected by the zoning proposal has an economic use that is somewhat limited to the agricultural/residential zoning in the county.    
(4) 
The zoning proposal will result in a use that will not be burdensome for schools but will add to the use of existing streets.       

(5) 
The capital costs for development of the area for utilities, internal streets and etc., will be borne by the developers.   

(6) 
The zoning proposal will require a change in the policy and intent of the land use plan from residential and agricultural type use to commercial use.  
(7) 
The existing and changing conditions in the immediate area indicate commercial activity is continuing to move eastward on Highway 53 East.    
(8) 
There are no other factors relevant to balancing the interest in promoting the public health and safety, morality and general welfare against the right to the unrestricted use of the property.


g)
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading 
and approve the request for the new zoning of C-2 for the previously 
annexed 69.448 acres off the Old Fairmount Road, 
acknowledging that 
the land use map will be amended from a residential/agricultural type 
zoning to commercial zoning, with the exception that the C-2 zoning 
exclude truck stops due to safety factors.  The motion was second by 
Councilman Denmon with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon 
and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6)
A zoning variance request by Paul Pickard to build a 10 to 12 unit apartment complex on 4 lots located on Carter Street that currently includes 4 mobile home units.  The request is for a variance of the 40 year rule for the R-2 zoned property. 
a) Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing.  

b) Harrison stated the notices to the adjoining property owners, signs on the property and notices to the local organ have been completed.

c) Mayor Pro Tem Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board heard this request on June 8, 2006 at 4:30 p.m. Since the adoption of the 40 year rule there have been several single family homes built in the area and there had not been a variance for 40 year rule.  She stated the Zoning Advisory Board felt the area was moving in the right direction and it was their recommendation to deny the request.  
d) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.  There were none.
e) Mayor Palmer asked if there were comments by the public or members of the Council.  There were none and the pubic hearing was closed.  

f) The findings of the Mayor and Council were as follows:
VARIANCE CONSIDERATIONS (ONE OR MORE)

(a) 
There are no extraordinary or exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in question because of its size, shape and topography.  
(b) 
The application of this ordinance to this particular piece of property would not create an unnecessary hardship.  
(c) 
The conditions relative to this piece of property are the fact that the mobile units located on the property have very few remaining years and at that time the grandfather will expire for the units, they can be replaced by single family housing.
(d) 
Relief, if granted, would cause substantial detriment to the public good and impair the purpose and intent of the ordinance and to the developed area.

g)
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion waive the third and fourth reading 
and deny the request for a variance of the 40 year rule for 4 lots on Carter 
Street that would allow 4 mobile units to be replaced by a 10-12 unit 
apartment complex.  The motion to deny was second by Councilman 
Denmon  with  Mayor  Pro  Tem  Potts, Councilman Denmon, and 
Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively,
motion carried.
5. Other Hearings and Public Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing by the City School Board for their 2006-2007 local share funding request from the City.  
1) Board Chairman Al Edwards introduced members of the School Board, Vice Chairman, Ed Moyer, Board Members:  Amy Atkinson, Eddie Hall and Tony Swink.  He introduced School Superintendent, Mike Davis, Assistant Superintendent, Michelle Taylor and Finance Director, Don Hood.   

2) Chairman Al Edwards stated for the current year the schools Operating Budget is $23,150,325.00 with a request for the local taxes excluding insurances that are paid directly by the City in the amount of $9,013,043.00 for approximately 39% of their budget.  There will be other local sources of $1,454,000.00 representing 6% of their budget that will be funded from interest earned on accounts and investments from reimbursement for nursing services and family advocates and title funds and reserves.  He stated their State sources for their budget will be $12,683,282.00 for 55% of the budget.  He stated in comparing to 2006 they are currently under, the total is $20,561,729.00 with local share taxes of $7,883,156.00 excluding payments for insurance.  
3) He stated the factors that impacted the 2007 were growth in the number of students, continuing class size reductions K through 8, system wide teacher requirements due to growth and class reductions, 3½ additional teachers due to Special Ed requirements and 1 completion Counselor that is required by the State.  It also included a need to increase local teachers supplement, it included mandated pay increase and Health Insurance premium increases, the special education supplements that were increased from $300 to $1,000.00 and additional increases for transportation including two new buses and two bus drivers.  He stated of the budget 79% of the budget goes directly for instruction with the remaining percentage being for transportation, M&O and Administration.  
4) He reviewed enrollment trends that have been upward since 1999 moving from slightly under 2,400 students to approximately 3,300 at this time.  He reviewed the diverse population of the student mix, 61% white, 7% black, 26% Hispanic and the remainder being Asian, American Indian and multi racial.  He stated the City School System is one of six systems in the State to earn a SACS District Accreditation.  The City system is growing at the rate of systems in South Atlanta.
5) He stated in reference to the Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education the Calhoun Primary and Calhoun Elementary School has been recognized by the Georgia Partnership for their efforts to close the achievement gap.  
6) Cathy Cox, State School Superintendent visited the system in the spring of 2006 for review.  
7) He reviewed the academic accomplishments in reading, language arts, math, writing, science, social studies.  The debate teams both at the elementary and high school have earned State and National recognition and the literary teams have earned State Championship.  
8) He stated they received a 99% support of parent groups.  He stated that 90% of the student population is involved in extra curricular activities and on any given night during football season 50% of the Calhoun student body participates in band, football, cheerleading or choral at the game.  
9) He reviewed the statistics for SAT scoring based on the 1,600 limit.  He stated that one student scored 1,400 on the SAT, 7 scored 1,300, 8 scored 1,200 and 20 had scored over 1,100.   He stated 26% of the senior class scored 1,100 or higher and 75% of the senior class had been accepted or enrolled to attend college or a secondary school.  He stated there were 10 graduates of the International Baccalaureate Curriculum.  
10) The senior class completed 15,000 hours of community service during high school and 54 students of the senior class are members of the National Honor Society.  
11) He stated in addition to academic excellence, the schools had achieved athletic success with the football team having won 4 consecutive of 6 Double “A” Regional Champions and finishing second in State Playoffs. The baseball teams have also been very successful.  
12) Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments by the Council or by the pubic.  Councilman Hammond stated he appreciated the information that had been provided regarding growth.  Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation to the Board for their services and for their dedication for providing a school of excellence.  
13) There were no other questions or comments and the hearing was closed.  

b. A public hearing was opened on the City’s Operating Budget for 2006-2007.  Administrator Harrison provide the amended City Budget to include the School and to include a few other amendments that have been made to increase revenues from other sources other than taxes and increase garbage pick up fees.  She reviewed the proposed budget as detailed as Exhibit “B”.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.  The hearing was closed.  The Mayor reminded the public and Board that both the City Operating Budget and the School Budget will be available for adoption on June 19, 2006.    

6. Old Business: 

a.   Mayor Palmer stated the table on the Georgia Power easement request would  

      
      remain and would be reviewed again on June 19, 2006.  
7. New Business:  

a. Mayor Palmer asked Attorney Bailey to review the request of Worth L. Thompson for the property at 328 previously identified as 326 West Line Street that is owned by the City of Calhoun with their request to acknowledge consent of a sale of the Fast Petroleum Company business located at this particular site as well as the site on Highway 41 South.  Attorney Bailey stated he had reviewed the consent agreement and he had one minor amendment.  On Exhibit “B” referencing the landlord will not amend or modify or terminate as the lease without the written consent of the leasehold mortgagee.  He stated he identified terminate as the landlord may terminate the lease should leasehold mortgagee fail to cure any tenant default as provided here in item i of Exhibit “C”.  He stated this language had been added and would be initialed by the City as it executed the document.  He stated he had also received the additional acknowledgment that would be recorded and he saw no problem with either request.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions by Members of the Mayor and Council.  There were none.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the consent agreement as amended and to authorize the Mayor to sign.  He acknowledged that the property in question is a priority capacity by the City and is eligible for the consent agreement.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried. 
b. Mayor Palmer stated the City had received a request from the Echota Baptist Church to block the narrow street in front of the church at the mailbox to the other end at the stop sign behind the church at Short North Wall on July 20, 2006 from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for Vacation Bible School.  He stated this had been done the previous year and had not caused any hardship for any resident in the area and it did provide safety for the children.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the request to block that portion of the street on July 20, 2006 from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
c. Mayor Palmer stated the City had requested proposals from six local banks for a lease agreement for the police fleet as authorized in the 2006-2007 budget.  He reviewed the proposal and stated the low bid was from Regions Bank at 3.986% for monthly payments of $12,838.51 for 60 months and no additional fees.  Harrison stated the City was very pleased to receive six proposals and they were very low rates which allowed the City to slightly reduce its budget and that reduction was included in the previously submitted budget proposal.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions regarding the proposals.  There were none.  Councilman Hammond made a motion to approve the low proposal and to authorize the Mayor to sign all necessary documents for the lease proposal.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d. Mayor Palmer stated the City had received a parade request from Karen Ingle Parrott for Alzheimer’s “Forget Me Not” Parade scheduled for October 21, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. on the traditional route.  He stated the request would fill one of six slots due to an absence of one of the traditional parades and if approved it would require approval from Department of Transportation.  Following review Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the parade request of Alzheimer’s “Forget Me Not” on October 21, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. on the traditional route subject to the approval of Department of Transportation.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.
e. A first reading of a zoning change request by Kitty Leung for property at 1124 N. Wall Street.  The request is to rezone from R-2 to C-2, with a request for a 10 foot variance on the side and back in order to conform to C-2 regulations. Earliest date for a public hearing would be August 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
f. Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a water, sewer and electric fee Resolution amendment to include rate changes associated with the proposed budget.  A second reading will be held on June 19, 2006.  
g. Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of building and other fee Resolution amendments to include rate changes associated with the proposed budget as previously reviewed.  Mayor Palmer stated a second reading will be held on June 19, 2006. 
h. Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of reimbursement policy.  He stated the areas that are amended are noted in the Council Members packets.  He stated the policy is based upon the latest federal guidelines associated with reimbursements for employees and elected officials.  He stated a second reading will be held on June 19, 2006.  
8. Other Written Items not on the Agenda:  None.  
9. 
Work Reports:

a. Director of Utilities, Kelly Cornwell
1) Director Cornwell stated he had received a recommendation on the recently received bids for HVAC installation for the Utility Administrative building.  He stated the architect, Greg Simms had reviewed the two bids, Cherokee Mechanical for $125,956.00 and John Anderson for $99,950.00.  He stated they had interviewed both companies and determined they met the qualifications and the recommendation was to award the contract to the low bidder for $99,950.00, John Anderson.  Following a review Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the low bid of John Anderson for $99,950.00.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
2) Director Cornwell stated the regulations by the CSX Railroad have been amended.  They now require a Resolution be adopted to authorize a pipeline crossing as well as the payment of a permanent servicing fee of $4,000.00 and an application fee of $750.00.  Following a review Councilman Hammond made a motion to adopt a Resolution (#013 Resolution) authorizing the Mayor to sign the application and to approve the fees as outlined by Director Cornwell, in reference to the CSX – 055785 application.  The motion was second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b. Director of Public Works/ Public Safety, Eddie Peterson stated his monthly report is attached and listed as Exhibit “D”.
10.       Mayor Palmer asked if there was any need to move to Executive Session, the reply was 

negative.

11.  
Mayor Palmer asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was second by Councilman Hammond with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Hammond and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively motion carried.

Approved:




Submitted:


____________________________

____________________________


James F. Palmer, Mayor 


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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