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Work Report April 2005


Eddie Peterson

1. Mohawk Road: Bids were opened on Friday, April 8, 2005 for the construction of 5,300 feet of three lane road for the Mohawk Project. 

Bidder




Price
Northwest Georgia Paving

$ 1,220,986.62

Bartow Paving


   1,352,069.78

C.W. Matthews


   1,856,972.34

The new road begins at Union Grove Road and connects with the Gordon County Old Dixie Highway Project which is now under construction. The GDOT Project designation is PRC10-S007-00(305) Gordon County, Mohawk Road - City of Calhoun, 0.990 miles (grade, drain, base and paving).  Hopefully, we will receive a $400,000 contract and notice to proceed from GDOT for the project by the first week in July 2005.  It seems as though the Appalachian Regional Commission grant request of $1,000,000 for the Mohawk Road Project has been denied. We are still awaiting word on the Community Development Block Grant Employment Incentive Program grant in the amount of $500,000.  Mohawk has agreed to fund $200,000 for the project which will allow construction to begin the first week of May 2005. This construction phase will be undercutting, filling, drainage pipe, graded aggregate base, and binder for 2,500' to 2,700' from Union Grove Road south to the Mohawk building footprint. This work will have to be complete by the second week in July 2005 to allow for Mohawk production. The remaining 2,700' of roadway can be completed by October 2005.      

2. Special Response Team: During the last week of March 2005, nine officers from the Calhoun PD completed the Basic Special Response Team Training, conducted at the Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office Training Center. The course involved 60 hours of Firearms Skills, Shooting and Moving Techniques, Building Clearing, Search Warrant Planning and Execution, Use of Less than Lethal Weapons, and Physical Conditioning. The course ended with a non-stop 36 hour Hostage Rescue Exercise. 

The Calhoun Officers who completed the course are:

Sergeant Marquez

Officer Poarch

Officer Gillman

Officer Pullen

Officer Channell

Officer Hall

Detective Kay


Officer Stargell

Officer Smith

Officer Tim Poarch, at the end of the 36 hour exercise, negotiated the obstacle course in a record time of 3 minutes and 15 seconds and hit 100 percent of his targets. Officer Poarch was recognized by the instructors for his ability and motivation during this training event. Corporal Wayne Willard, Training Officer for the Calhoun PD, was responsible for conducting the course, which included officers from Whitfield County, Dade County, Polk County, Floyd County, Rome PD, and the Calhoun PD. Corporal Willard is a State Certified Special Response Team Training Officer. This training and certification event was very demanding and Calhoun’s PD was well represented.     

3. Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation: Chief Nesbitt and Chief Moss attended a meeting on March 29, 2005 with Georgia Emergency Management Agency representatives to discuss a new disaster plan for our community so that Calhoun could remain eligible for post disaster mitigation funding. The new plan will include; organizing resources, risk assessment, mitigation plan, plan implementation, and plan monitoring. The plan is due by June 2005.

4. Soccer Lights: The Soccer Field lights are installed and are being wired at this time. Completion should be within the next 10 days. With the installation of lights Calhoun will now be eligible to hold region, district, and state soccer tournaments. The lights will also expand the window of time for recreation league and middle and high school games. The Calhoun Soccer Complex (fields, building, layout, parking, lighting, location) now ranks with the best facilities in Georgia.   

5. Drainage Problems: Two storm water drainage problems were addressed and hopefully resolved.  At Red Bud Road at Windsor Drive a newly designed cross drain inlet  was installed. During the last three significant rain events the new design seems to keep water from entering one particular home.  An 100' pipe extension at Alyssa Lane has stopped the undercutting of a residents foundation.  With our rapid build out and expansion storm water issues will continue   

press us for solutions. 

6. Soccer Field at Old Landfill: We are continuing to work toward building two 60' x 100' soccer fields with parking facilities off of SR 136 near the Oostanaula River. These fields would replace the fields used by the Hispanic community which abuts the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Our timetable is to have the fields complete by this fall 2005. 

7. Tennis Courts: Our tennis court renovation and expansion should begin this summer. Four new courts will be added and the other twelve courts would be rebuilt. A 1,800 sq. ft. tennis club house would also be constructed. These monies will come from Recreation SPLOST funds. 

8. Erosion and Sedimentation: A meeting was held on April 5, 2005 between Calhoun and representatives of the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission. Calhoun’s program was reviewed and site visits were conducted. Overall the Calhoun program is proceeding well and contractors are generally cooperating in the prevention of erosion and sedimentation pollution. Some of the deficiencies which were noted at ongoing sites included; proper outlet control for sedimentation ponds, silt fence installation, detention ponds undersized, and more rigid control of runoff which might include diesel fuel, motor oil, and hydraulic fluid. In the next few months new training programs, required by State Law, for City officials involved in enforcement will be required. Keith Gilmer, GSWCC Regional Representative, was impressed that Calhoun dedicated an engineer, Ross Wilburn, to head up the Calhoun program.      

9.  Safe Streets: The Calhoun PD is working with the North Georgia FBI District Office to begin a Safe Streets Program in Calhoun. This Federal Program involves a task force concept using local officers and the resources of the FBI. Targeted areas would be criminal activity associated with  street gangs, immigration violations, and drug related violence. Various FBI crime reduction models would be used as strategies to recognize, combat, and reduce gang related crime. The FBI would provide Calhoun monies for manpower, vehicle usage, and other resources. The timetable to implement the Safe Streets program would be June or July 2005. 

10. Dilapidated Structures: Several weeks ago we began working with property owners in the removal of 15 dilapidated structures. At this time three have been razed and four will be either removed or renovated in the near future. During the next month or two  the status of the other eight houses should be resolved.    
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