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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

DECEMBER 20, 2004, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor


Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem


Ray M. Denmon, Councilman
George R. Crowley, Councilman
David Hammond, Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney


Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works
Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  

a.
Mayor Palmer gave the invocation.

2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  

3.
Minutes of the December 13, 2004 regular City Council meeting were held over for approval at the next meeting.

4.
Mayor’s comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer extended season’s greetings to the Council members and to the citizens of Calhoun, Gordon County.  

b.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time, he would ask Therrell Goswick, Police Chief to move forward for reading of a resolution.  Councilman Hammond gave a reading of a resolution honoring Chief Goswick for the excellent service provided during his tenure as police chief, and in recognition of his retirement on January 2, 2005. 

1)
Councilman Hammond made a motion to appoint Major Garry Moss as acting chief until the annual appointments are made in January, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with Councilman Hammond, Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

c.
Mayor Palmer stated the city school system also has Judy Neal, School Superintendent, retiring and relocating to Arizona, and a resolution will be presented by Councilman Crowley at the school board meeting on December 21, 2004.  
d.
Mayor Palmer expressed sympathy to the family of Mr. Ken Smallwood, who served as superintendent of city schools for approximately ten years.  
e.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the Mayors’ Day Conference with state legislators in Atlanta in January 2005.  

f.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the hearing on a new taxi license request by Larry Wayne Carver, d/b/a Taxi Domingo, scheduled for January 10, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.
g.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts reminded the Council and public of zoning hearings scheduled for January 10, 2005:

1)
A request for rezoning from R-1 to C-N by Marsha McDaniel for a lot on Curtis Parkway SE. 

e.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts reminded the Council and public of zoning hearings scheduled for January 24, 2005:

1)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation of a house and lot at 116 Sylvania Circle by Evelyn M. and Gary W. Haulk.  

2)
A request for zoning of C-2 and annexation of 2.494 acres at 1322 Lovers Lane Road by Julian and Jackie Jones.  

3)
A request by Haley Stephens to de-annex Lot 3 on Red Bud Road, west of the Circle M Convenience Store.  

5.
Public Hearings and Comments: none.
6.
Old business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer stated the insurance agency had forwarded additional information for increased accident coverage and also increased uninsured motorist coverage, as provided in a memorandum from the City Administrator.  He stated the information is being provided in response to questions and pricing information requested by the Council earlier.  Following review, Councilman Hammond made a motion to authorize the uninsured motorist coverage to be increased to $300,000.00 for the city and $500,000.00 for the school.  He also asked that the aggregates be increased to $3,000,000.00 in all areas that were available and to $2,000,000.00 on the one item for the school board’s liability, with the total increased premiums being $9,048.00 for the city and $4,167.00 for the school.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a 2005 pawn license renewal request by Titlemax of Calhoun, Inc., Cecily Hay Sudduth, Manager.  Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to renew the 2005 pawn license, second by Councilman Hammond with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a 2005 pawn license renewal request of National Title Pawn at 117 West Belmont Street and a manager change to Barbara Johnson.  Mayor Palmer stated the police report on the new manager is clear.  Following review, Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the 2005 renewal license with Barbara Johnson as the new manager, second by Councilman Hammond, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a clause to be added to the small power user in the electric rate schedule, which would allow additional discretion to move customers in special conditions to other rate classes.  Utility Director Kelly Cornwell reviewed the request.  Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to adopt and to add the clause to the rate resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  
7.         New business:

a.
Attorney Bailey reviewed the Mohawk/Aladdin pilot agreement.  He stated the agreement had been reviewed and compared with the January 6, 2004 letter of inducement by the Mayor, and as outlined in a memorandum from the City administrator and he was available to respond to any questions the Council might have.  There were no questions.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the pilot agreement as reviewed and presented by Attorney Bailey, second by Councilman Crowley, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Hammond voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.

9.
Work reports:


a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: no report.

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works, stated his report was in written form and was available for all to review as “Exhibit A” attached to the minutes.  

c.
William P. Bailey, City Attorney, stated there was a request by himself and Director Cornwell to abandon an old sewer easement that was originally provided for property currently owned by Haley Stephens.  It was a former sewer connection running on Mauldin Road and Highway 156.  Director Cornwell confirmed that the line had been abandoned and would no longer be serviced by the City of Calhoun.  Following review, Councilman Denmon made a motion to officially abandon the former sewer line and return the easement to the current property owner, Haley Stephens, second by Councilman Crowley, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley, Councilman Hammond, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

10.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.

11.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Hammond, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts Councilman Hammond, Councilman Denmon, and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
“EXHIBIT A”
Report by Eddie Peterson, 

Director of Public Safety and Public Works
1.
Mohawk Road: We received three proposals for the Mohawk Road design. Volkert & Associates was $45,000, Focus Engineering was $41,500, and Arcadis was $36,:500. Mohawk has signed a contract for engineering with Arcadis. Mohawk will also provide the environmental through Wetlands & Ecological Consultants out of Woodstock, Georgia. Jerry Crawford's survey group has provided Arcadis with the site survey, right-of-way, property lines, topo, and utility locations. Arcadis spent time on location this past weekend and will complete design by the end of January 2005. 
2. 
Park Ave. Sidewalk: The Park A venue sidewalk renovation from Court Stree:t south to Oothcalooga is complete. We will begin the second phase from Court Street to Harlan sometime in January or February 2005. 
3. 
ISO Fire Department Review: Lenny Nesbitt has received a pre-evaluation questionnaire on Calhoun's ISO Fire rating. The major areas of review are manpower, equipment, water supply, and geographic area. There are many subcategories such as communications, station location, response times, inspectors, hydrants, training, growth rate, etc. An ISO rate study could be undertaken during 2005. Our last ISO study was conducted in 1994. Calhoun currently has a four rating for property insurance purposes.  At the present time the City of Dalton is undergoing an ISO review for their classification.  There are six fire fighters interested in receiving certification as EMT’s. Lenny is working on a schedule for training and lining up instructors. The classes and training would take six to eight months and could begin in February 2005. 
4. 
Storm Water: Please find attached photos from the past two storm events. 
5. 
Freddy Arencipia: You may remember Freddy Arencipia who was an officer at the Police Department for several years. Mr. Arencipia was awarded the Governor’s Public Safety Award for Heroism for pulling a mother and daughter out of a burning car while on duty on I- 75 in 2002.  At the present time Mr. Arencipia is a Marine Sergeant at Camp Pendelton in San Diego, California.  He has served one tour of duty in Iraq.  His unit had one of the highest casualty rates since the ground war began. Sergeant Arencipia is taking advanced sniper training at this time and may return to duty in Iraq in the near future. 
6. 
Union Grove Road Interchange: The 2005 Federal Omnibus Appropriations bill, which was signed by President Bush recently, included transportation funding of $1,000,000 for the I-75 Interchange at Union Grove Road/CR65.  GDOT information published on October 12, 2004 indicates that Project Number NH-STP- 75-3(203) has project engineering at $697,000, right-of- way at $2,568,000, and Construction at $5,940,000. Construction is scheduled for 2010. 
7. 
Federal Highway Functional Classification System Revisions: Mayor Palmer received a letter recently form GDOT stating that the Federal Highway Administration had approved updates to the State’s Urban Area Boundaries. Calhoun had no significant changes in the classification of its principal arterials, minor arterial streets, collector Streets, or local streets. This GDOT review did not address or change designated truck routes, national highway system status, or the state route system. 
8.
911 Advisory Board Meeting: The Gordon County Emergency Management & 911 Communications Advisory Board met on December 16, 2004. Tim Reeves will be leaving his position as Director of 911 on January 15, 2005. Tim will go to work with Georgia Emergency Management as the Area 6 regional coordinator for Homeland Security. He will be responsible for 21 counties and has been able to establish an office in Calhoun. During February and March of 2005, 911 will update its paging system, phone system, and install a lightning protection system. 


[image: image1.emf]Total 911         

Calls for Service

Year

Calhoun 

Police

Calhoun 

Fire

73,166 2003 56,665 1,045

74,220 2004 57,891 975


NOTE:
The majority of calls to 911 are directed to the City of Calhoun police.  2004 numbers are projected through the end of December 2004.

9. 
Downtown Parking: The Parking Ordinance was in effect as of December 13, 2004. The majority of citations were issued to vehicles parked on Wall Street. 


[image: image2.emf]Date # of Citations

12/13/04 26

12/14/04 15

12/15/04 12

12/16/04 15

12/17/04 17


10. 
Tennis Center: Due to the types of structural failures and being located on an old landfill, we are having core samples taken from the existing tennis courts. The best soil results would allow for grinding off the asphalt surface and installing replacement courts. The other possibilities might include a base failure, inadequate base material, improper installation of base, drainage problems, or sub-soil issues. 

11. 
Gordon County Planning Commission: The Gordon County Planning Commission met on December 13, 2004 and discussed a re-zoning request by Roger Alan Flaherty and Susan F. Flaherty near Harris Beamer Road. The request was for 40 acres of A-1 to be re-zoned as R-l.  Mr. Tom Kerr, a developer from Roswell, Georgia, explained that the Flaherty’s wanted to develop a 75 unit subdivision on their property.  It was explained that the City of Calhoun was neither opposed or in favor of the development, but would like the record to show that the Flaherty property was near the closed Harris Beamer Industrial Landfill. The information provided to the Planning Commission and the property owners: the landfill site was listed in 1997 on EPD’s Hazardous Site Inventory, proper HSI notification was on record at the Gordon County Clerk of Courts Office, a law suit involving the Hunters and the City of Calhoun reached a closed settlement in 1993, a description of the landfill time line (when purchased, operation dates, closure date, test results, number of testing facilities). If the property is re-zoned R-1, the City of Calhoun requests a chain link fence be placed the length of the western property boundary.  The Planning Commission tabled the Flaherty request for one month. 
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