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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 21, 2004, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem
George R. Crowley, Councilman
ABSENT:
Ray M. Denmon, Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works
Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts gave the invocation.

2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  

3.
Following review, minutes of the June 14, 2004 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public that the June 28 meeting had been moved up to June 21, 2004, since several of the elected officials would be attending the annual GMA conference on June 28.  

b.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the special non-partisan city election in conjunction with the county election on July 20, 2004 to fill the unexpired term of John D. Shelton, Jr.  
c.
Mayor Palmer stated the Cherokee Fair Association had requested a contribution of $500.00 for the annual fireworks display at the fairgrounds.  Mayor Palmer stated this request would aid in providing safety and hopefully would reduce the number of illegal individual fireworks displays by having a professional display.  Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the $500.00 contribution, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d.
Mayor Palmer stated there had been a request for the replaced Lion’s Club pavilion at the Recreation Park to be named the Frank Burnette Lion’s Club Pavilion.  He stated in the past, all these items regarding naming of ball parks, etc., had been forwarded to the Recreation Commission and he would recommend it be referred.  This was confirmed by the Council members.  
e.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts reminded the public of the zoning hearings scheduled for July 12, 2004 at 7:00 p.m., as follows:

1)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation by Ronnie Holbrook, as agent for Malisey Dutton, for lots at 120, 120A and 124 Erwin Street.    

2)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation by Ronnie Holbrook as agent for Carl Bowman, for lots at 121 Erwin Street.    

3)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation by Ronnie Holbrook as agent for Edward Holbrook, for lots at 119 Erwin Street.    

4)
A request for zoning of C-2 and annexation by Ronnie Holbrook for lots at 110, 112 and 114 Erwin Street.    

5)
A request for zoning of C-2 and annexation by Ronnie Holbrook as agent for Keeva and William Parker, for lots at 108 Erwin Street.  

6)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation by Richard T. O’Mahony for a house and lot at 110 Cherokee Drive.  

7)
A request by James Rayford and Betty Jean Justice for a 12-foot zoning variance on the front of a house for a 10-foot porch on the house at 124 Telfair Street.

5.
Public Hearings and Comments: 
a.
Mayor Palmer opened the hearing on the taxi license application of Alba A. Parra, d/b/a Taxi Express for a new business at 235 West Line Street.  Mayor Palmer stated this would be a new business and if approved, she would be expected to meet all the criteria and have properly licensed drivers, with insurance.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments by the Council.  There were none.  He asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were none and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the taxi license application of Alba A. Parra, d/b/a Taxi Express at 235 West Line Street.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried. 

6.
Old business:
a.
Mayor Palmer read a resolution regarding the proposed adoption of the 2004-2005 operating budget for the City of Calhoun, which also includes the local share funding for the City School Board.  He stated the city had previously held two public hearings on the budget, as well as an individual hearing by the school board.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Mayor Palmer expressed appreciation to the department heads, to the school board and to management for their roles in the long period of time for preparation of the 2004-2005 budget.  
b.
Mayor Palmer read the utility rate resolution regarding changes for utility rates in water, sewer and electric, as they relate to the 2004-2005 budget.  He asked if there were any comments.  He stated this had also been reviewed at length during the budget hearings.  There were no other comments.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to adopt the rate resolution for utility rate changes, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

a)
Administrator Harrison stated the second fee resolution, which had contained connection fees and cost recovery fees for utilities, had been changed by moving those two items to the rate resolution, with no additions to the existing resolution.  However, since there were changes on the fee resolution, it will also appear in its shortened form with the minutes of June 21, 2004 in the official record.  

c.
Mayor Palmer read the resolution regarding the yearend amendments for the 2003-2004 fiscal year budget.  Harrison reviewed those amendments, stating that the majority of the amendments were for the special project areas, with a few in utilities (water, electric and sewer), and these were all balanced fund by fund.  Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any other comments.  There were none.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adopt the resolution regarding the yearend budget amendments for 2003-2004, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
d.
Mayor Palmer reviewed the audit policy of the city regarding charging off uncollectible utility billings each June for audit purposes.  This year, the total of charge-offs is $77,294.60 of 2003 utilities.  He stated this represents 1/23rd of 1% of the total utilities billed for 2003.  He commended Joyce Lingerfelt, Misty Caudle and Jeannette Loza in customer service for their year long activity in collecting over $46,000.00 before actual charge-offs.  He also stated that following these official charge-offs, customer service will continue collection efforts over the next few years and this amount should become even lower.  He asked if there were any questions.  There were none.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the $77,294.60 in utility charge-offs, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.         New business:
a.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a request for zoning of C-2 and annexation by Winfred B. “Buddy” Gray, Jr. of property on Golden Circle directly behind the Sears building.  He stated the earliest possible date for a public hearing would be July 12, 2004.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a request for a manager change for the beer pouring license of Abujaber, Inc. d/b/a Lizzi’s Deli at 203 Richardson Road. The request was to change the manager from Amanda Allen to Mary Alma Blasengame.  He stated the police report for the proposed new manager is clear.  Following discussion, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the manager change, as requested, for Lizzi’s Deli, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a new beer and wine pouring license request for Tammy Y. West, d/b/a Thurstons, Inc., a restaurant at 114 Court Street.  He stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be July 26, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda: 
a.
Mayor Palmer stated Coosa Valley RDC had forwarded the renewal of the agreement for transportation of the elderly between Coosa Valley RDC and the City of Calhoun.  Coosa Valley RDC will provide the van and insurance on the van; the city will provide the driver and maintenance on the van.  He stated this program has been ongoing for several years and has been most beneficial for the community.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign and to renew the agreement for transportation of the elderly, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated the operator for Taxi Acapulco had requested an address change to a new location at 96 East May Street in the office complex of Kenneth Hand.  Following review, Councilman Crowley made a motion to approve the location change, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a zoning variance request regarding sight distance from Kevin and Brenda Allen for their development off of Henderson Bend Road.  He stated the earliest possible date for a public hearing would be July 12, 2004.  Councilman Crowley made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Mayor Pro Tem Potts, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

d.
Attorney Bailey stated he had received a request for the City of Calhoun to issue a Quitclaim Deed to Gordon County for a small portion of property as it relates to the Newtown Road widening and improvements.  He stated as a part of that project, he had also received a Quitclaim Deed for a permanent drainage easement, temporary slope easement and temporary driveway easement for the same project.  He stated he had reviewed the documents and conferred with the proper departments and would ask the Council to consider approval.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve the Quitclaim Deed for the small amount of property for the Newtown Road project and also to approve the permanent drainage easement, temporary slope easement and temporary driveway easement for the same project, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.
9.
Work Reports: 
a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: none.

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works: none.

10.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.  
11.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Crowley, with both voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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