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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

MARCH 22, 2004, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
Lorene Potts, Mayor Pro Tem
Ray M. Denmon, Councilman   

George R. Crowley, Councilman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Mayor Palmer gave the invocation.  Mayor Palmer took the opportunity to welcome members of the leadership group and asked that they introduce themselves.  They were:  Danny Stephens, Dan Willis and Mark Molleson.  
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  

3.
Following review, minutes of the March 8, 2004 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer expressed appreciation to the elected officials and staff who attended training provided by the University of Georgia, Carl Vinson Institute of Government on March 16, 2004 at the Depot.  He stated it was an excellent program of great benefit to the local officials and to visiting officials who attended.  
b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the public of the GMA recognition of cities on April 18-24, with special recognition of the 12 winners of the 6th grade essay writers for their papers on “If I Were Mayor.”  

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the public of the candidate qualifying April 26-30, 2004 at City Hall to fill the unexpired term of John D. Shelton, Jr.  He stated the election would be held on July 20, 2004.  The last day for voter registration before the election would be June 21, 2004.  
d.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public of the zoning hearings scheduled for April 12, 2004, as follows:

1)
A request for rezoning from R-2 to R-1B by Kevin and Brenda Allen for approximately 8.3 acres of land off Henderson Bend Road for development of a single family home subdivision.  

2)
A request for rezoning from Industrial to R-1B by DMK Holdings, LLC for 17 acres on New Zion Road.

3)
A zoning variance request by Gary Duke for a 10-foot setback variance from the south property line for property at 418 Elm Street. 

5.
Public Hearings and Comments: 
a.
Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the proposed amendments to the fee resolution to add commercial and industrial cost recovery fees for water and sewer infrastructure development and to amend the water and sewer connection fees for residential, commercial and industrial customers.  He stated this would be setting up new classes of customers for water and sewer.  Kelly Cornwell reviewed the proposal, stating the cost recovery and connection fees would be a more equitable way of spreading the cost for all types of customers.  He stated at the present time, the city does not have a complete set of fees established for countywide customers and this would cover all cost recovery and connection fees.  Following review, Mayor Palmer asked if there were other comments by the Council members or public.  There were none and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the amendments to the fee resolution to add the new classes and also to amend the existing rates.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Crowley, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer asked for a motion to remove the revolving loan application of Ashton Calhoun LP from the table.  The motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Potts with a second by Councilman Crowley, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Crowley and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
1)
Mayor Palmer reopened the hearing on the revolving loan application that was originally for $350,000.00 but had been reduced to $90,000.00 by Ashton Calhoun.  He stated the application had been reviewed by the Loan Advisory Commission and their recommendation had been to deny the request because of the lack of jobs created and because of the present lack of available funds.  

2)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments regarding the application or if there were any additional comments by the Council.  There were none and the hearing was closed.
3)
Councilman Crowley made a motion to deny the application based upon the lack of jobs to be created, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon, and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Old business:
a.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for a taxi license by Alba A. Parra, d/b/a Taxi Acapulco, an existing business.  The business is currently operated by the applicant’s father, who is returning to Mexico.  She is currently a registered driver for the business and wishes to continue the business in her name.  Mayor Palmer stated he understood there was additional information to be obtained regarding the application and asked that it be held for a third reading.  Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to hold the matter for a third reading on April 12, 2004, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Attorney Bailey stated the property procurement had been completed with Spring Bank LLC.  This was based on an original motion by the Council on October 27, 2003 for condemnation of 3.824 acres of property, which had resulted in a negotiation for sale with the provision for a perpetual easement, which would allow the company to enter its property located behind the 3.824 acres.  He stated a check for $13,384.00 had been forwarded to the company, along with the easement.  Following the report of the attorney, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to approve and recognize the payment of $13,384.00 for the property on which a new water reservoir will be located off of Shaw Road.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.         New business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer asked for a review of MEAG power sales contract amendments and the recommendation of Utility Director Cornwell.  Director Cornwell stated the MEAG power sales contracts for project one expires in 2025, with the remaining projects maturing shortly thereafter.  He stated that in order to do continual maintenance and improvements of the system, it is necessary to issue debt and that debt has a service period of 20 years or more.  It will make it impossible for the system to continue to add debt beyond 2005 without an extension of the current sales contracts.  He stated the extension would be for 25 years and it would require the complete approval of all 49 communities to be effective.  Mayor Palmer read a portion of the proposed resolution regarding the power sales contract.  Following review and discussion, Councilman Crowley made a motion to adopt the resolution and to authorize the Mayor to sign all the required documents approving the extension of the power sales contracts for 25 years, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated the Development Authority had forwarded a letter from the board stating the current term of Jimmy Mathews, which expired March 20, 2004, is up for an appointment to cover the period from March 20, 2004 to March 20, 2008.  Mayor Palmer stated Jimmy Mathews had been a valuable member of the board and he had expressed willingness to continue to serve in the position if so requested.  Mayor Palmer stated it would be his recommendation to reappoint Jimmy Mathews and to notify the County Commission for official action.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to reappoint Jimmy Mathews as a Calhoun appointee on the Development Authority and to forward the recommendation to the County Commission for action.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request by Valerio Domingo, 1100 South Wall Street, a commercial office.  Mayor Palmer stated the second reading on the request could be held April 12, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.
d.
Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution regarding the city’s desire to apply for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for $500,000.00 for infrastructure  improvements in the Martin Luther King Street area.  He stated, with the completion of this project, the city will have approximately 80% of its oldest infrastructure replaced.  The project will cost over $1 million and it is the city’s desire to apply for the CDBG grant to assist 
with the funding of the project.  Following review of the resolution, Councilman Crowley made a motion to adopt the resolution and authorize the Mayor to sign all necessary documents regarding, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Crowley, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
e.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a request for a pouring license for beer, wine and liquor by Gerardo Herrera, Alcohol Manager for Los Rene’s Mexican Restaurant at the Prime Outlet Mall, Suite 12. Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be April 26, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Crowley, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Crowley and Mayor Pro Tem Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.
9.
Work Reports: 
a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: none.

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works: none.


c.
William P. Bailey, City Attorney: none.
10.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.  

11.
Mayor Pro Tem Potts made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Crowley voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator







1

