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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

DECEMBER 22, 2003, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem

Ronald H. Woods, Councilman


Ray M. Denmon, Councilman
Lorene Potts, Councilwoman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance and gave the invocation.
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  

3.
Following review, minutes of the December 8, 2003 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer expressed Christmas wishes to the citizens of Calhoun and stated he hoped everyone would have a happy New Year.  He stated he hoped everyone has a wonderful Christmas with their families and loved ones and that they share the true meaning of Christmas.  
b.
Mayor Palmer stated the Golf Advisory Board had recommended the Mayor and Council approve the exchange of property with James H. and Vinita O. Phillips for a small section at the Fields Ferry Golf Course in order to correct an accidental encroachment by the city.  He stated the city had hired professional surveyors, as well as Mr. Phillips, and had determined the encroachment.  They had also decided on an exchange of property and a new survey of the exchange had been provided.  He stated Kelly Cornwell and Harold Franklin had worked with Mr. and Mrs. Phillips in this regard and they recommended the exchange, per the plat of survey.  Mayor Palmer read a resolution which authorized the exchange and asked for a motion to adopt.  Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to adopt the resolution and to authorize the proper officials to sign any documents needed for the exchange.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer read a special resolution highlighting the accomplishments of the city during the last eight years during which Mr. Woods was a member of the Council.  Mayor Palmer also presented a framed print of the city’s official logo to Mr. Woods and congratulated him on his eight years of excellent service.  He expressed best wishes from himself, the Council and staff for Mr. Woods’ retirement.  
d.
Mayor Palmer stated there would be a special business session at the GMA Mayors’ Day Conference on January 26, 2004 and he would be glad to serve as the voting delegate.  He recommended Mayor Pro Tem Shelton as the alternate delegate.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to appoint Mayor Palmer as the voting delegate and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton as the alternate voting delegate.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

e.
Councilwoman Potts reminded the public of the zoning hearings scheduled for January 12, 2004, as follows:

1)
A zoning variance request by Roger Rigney for a 10-foot variance on the east side of a lot and a 10-foot variance on the northeast corner of the lot on Metter Lane. 
2)
A request for zoning of R-2 and annexation by Randy Abernathy and Jeff Gilmer for a lot on Peters Street across from Parkbrook Apartments.  
5.
Public Hearings and Comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the proposed amendments to the Soil and Sedimentation Ordinance.  
1)
The changes were reviewed by Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works.  He stated the City of Calhoun serves as a local issuing authority.  This decision was made by the city several years ago, that they wished to assist developers with a more prompt service than they would receive from the state due to the larger area their officers would have to cover.  He stated the amendments would reduce the effective acreage that requires a permit, presently five acres or more, which would be reduced to one acre.  However, it would also reduce testing.  There would be three types of permits: one for stand alone construction; one for infrastructure (roads, lines, etc.); and one for subdivision or industrial parks.  He stated the permit would be similar to the natural pollution permit and it would require certified officers to manage this area.  Those employees would have until 2006 to become certified.  
2)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments by the Council or public.  There were none and the hearing was closed.

3)
Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the amendments to the Soil and Sedimentation Ordinance, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Old business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a fee resolution regarding permits for water and sewer plan checks, inspection, line installation, etc.  He stated this was in conformance with the water and sewer policy that was adopted earlier and needed to be added to the fee resolution.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt the resolution, including those fees, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a fee resolution regarding soil and sedimentation amendments.  Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works stated the soil and sedimentation ordinance required additional fees to be charged, both at the local level and at the state level.  This $40.00 fee that is mandated by the state for local officials would be passed on and added to our fee resolution.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to amend the fee resolution to include those additional soil and sedimentation fees, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried. 

c.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the ABC Liquor license renewal for Johnny Bryant at 769 Highway 53 East.  Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the renewal for 2004, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.         New business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a very late taxi license renewal by Jose Luis Brito-Samudio for Taxi Rio Lerma.  Mayor Palmer stated the request would be eligible for a second reading on January 12, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.
9.
Work Reports:

a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities stated the Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia (MEAG), based upon recommendations of its legal staff, had recommended changes to the procedures currently in force for the trust that was established in 1999 for the participants with fund balances.  He stated at the present time, each city has one person authorized to make changes and to withdraw or move funds in the trust.  He stated the proposed resolution would increase that number from one individual to two.  He stated the legal representative for MEAG is recommending that each municipality adopt the resolution and appoint the individuals and to forward the notification to the legal staff of MEAG.  Following discussion, Mayor Palmer stated it would be his recommendation that Kelly Cornwell and Cathy Harrison be appointed as those representatives and those two would serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and Council.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to appoint Cathy Harrison and Kelly Cornwell to serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and Council and to be the appointed officials for the trust.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works stated the police and fire departments had received notification that the United States had been placed on “Code Orange” regarding international terrorism and both departments had notified each city department to be alert, to notice anything out of the ordinary and to have a heightened sense of awareness of details and of their surroundings, since they know their area better than anyone else.  

10.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session. 

11.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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