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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

SEPTEMBER 22, 2003, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor
John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem

Ronald H. Woods, Councilman
Ray M. Denmon, Councilman


Lorene Potts, Councilwoman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance and gave the invocation.
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.  

3.
Minutes of the September 8, 2003 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer reminded the public of the City General Election scheduled for November 4, 2003 at the Recreation Center at  601 South River Street from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  He stated two of the races would have opposition, the first being City Council Post #2, being sought by Lorene Potts, incumbent, and Loel McKinnon.  The other is School Board Post #5, being vacated by George Crowley and being sought by Robert “Bob” Butler and Tony Swink.  
b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of an opportunity to attend a session on understanding the Municipal Financial Statements.  The presentation will be made by the University of Georgia, Carl Vinson Institute of Government.  The session will be held at the Calhoun Depot on October 28, 2003 and will serve the Northwest Georgia Region.  Mayor Palmer expressed appreciation to the elected officials who had signed up for the meeting.

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public of a hearing on October 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. for a beer and wine pouring license application by SOL, Inc., Evelyn Chastain, Manager for a restaurant known as City Café at 915 Highway 53 SE, at I-75.  

d.
Mayor Palmer stated Councilwoman Potts would review the zoning hearings scheduled for October 13, 2003:

1)
A request for a 9-foot zoning variance by Jimmy Knight to allow construction of a sunroom at the southeast portion of the house at 139 Alyssa Lane. 

2)
A request by G. Bonner Development Company, Inc. for zoning of R-1B and annexation of approximately 7 acres adjoining Devonwood and Towne Lake Ridge.  The application includes two variance requests as follows:

a)
A reduction of minimum lot widths from 90 feet to 75 feet for lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, and a reduction in cul-de-sac width of 5 feet for lots 10 and 13; and

b)
A variance on the allowable lot yield of 21 for the development to 23 lots.

3)
A zoning change and zoning variance request by MetroGroup Development, LLC for the following:

a)
Rezone 416 North Wall Street from O&I to C-2 and request the abandoned single-family home at 406 North Wall Street be removed and the land used for C-2 development.  

b)
Zoning variance to reduce the parking spaces per ordinance of 90 to 56.  Based upon current industry standards for drug stores, 56 would be adequate.  

c)
A request for a 25-foot stream variance for the ditch on the western property line near the railroad bed.

4)
A request by John and Alean Fleming and Johnnie Mae Boone for a zoning change from C-2 to R-1B for property at 310 West Line Street to continue residential usage.  The lot contains a single-family home that has been in existence for over 40 years. 


5)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation of a house and lot (0.646 acre) at 102 Oxford Drive by Lance J. Bentley.  

6)
A request for zoning of R-1B and annexation and a variance by Ricki Weaver for property on Woodland Circle.  The variance would allow access to the property from Woodland Circle.  However, due to the small amount of road frontage a variance would be required.

5.
Public Hearings and Comments:
a.
Mayor Palmer stated there had been three public hearings held regarding the slight increase for the City School System tax millage for the current school year.  He asked if there were any questions by the public.  There were none.  Based upon no need for additional hearings, he stated he would ask that the item regarding setting the millage under new business, Item d, be moved up and he asked Administrator Harrison to review the current digest, budget and five-year millage history.  
1)
Harrison stated the city and school’s current digest, while it is slightly higher in total figures than the prior year, it includes approximately $9 million in reevaluations.  With the exception of this $9 million, the digest is lower than it was for the prior year, thereby reducing the rollback millage to less than the millage for the previous year.  This necessitated an increase in the school’s millage in order to meet their budget, as was presented to the Mayor and Council in June, at the time the current year’s budget was adopted.  Harrison stated in order to meet that budget, it would be necessary to increase the school’s millage to 14.71 mills, up from 14.57 mills last year.  The city’s millage would be lowered from 1.57 mills to 1.54 mills.  Therefore, to raise the necessary millage for both budgets as advertised in June 2003, it would be necessary for the total millage to be set at 16.25 mills, up from 16.14 mills from the prior year.  This would allow a slight cushion for errors and appeals of the digest.  Harrison also stated the five-year history of taxes for both the City Board of Education and the City of Calhoun had been advertised, as per legal requirements.  Those histories reviewed the digest and millage, along with any actual dollar increases and percentage increases or decreases during the five-year history, plus the proposed millage for the current year.  
2)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions regarding the presentation.  There were none.
3)
Councilman Woods made a motion to set the tax millage for the current year for both the City of Calhoun and the City School System at 16.25 mills.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of the Martin Carranza beer pouring license request for Los Gallos De Mexico Restaurant at 235 West Line Street, Suite 9, a new location.  A public hearing was opened.  He stated the police report for Mr. Carranza was clear.  A review of the criteria for new locations indicated a favorable review of the items.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the application.  Councilman Woods asked Mr. Carranza if he was aware it would be necessary for him to purchase a business license and begin operations for a full restaurant operation prior to purchasing a beer pouring license.  Mr. Carranza stated it was his plan to open his restaurant the first of October.  There were no other comments and the hearing was closed.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the beer pouring license for Martin Carranza for Los Gallos De Mexico Restaurant at 235 West Line Street, Suite 9, subject to the purchase of a business license and opening of a full restaurant at the approved location.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the closing of the EIP and REBA grants which served to provide infrastructure improvements for the Kerry Project.  He stated the grants were applied for by the city and county, with the City of Calhoun acting as lead agent.  These grants were some of the primary reasons that Kerry chose to locate in the state of Georgia and in Calhoun.  
1)
Harrison provided the following information regarding both grant programs:
a)
The City of Calhoun, as lead agent for the Calhoun-Gordon County grant applications to induce Kerry, Inc. to locate its Georgia plant in Calhoun, Gordon County in October 2001, received two approvals.  The first was an EIP grant for water and sewer infrastructure in the amount of $178,785.00.  The water included a line extension to the property sufficient for the production process and sufficient to provide fire protection.  The sewer included a line extension and a pumping station sufficient to serve the industry and adjoining property.  The work was completed in 2002.  The grant was officially closed in 2003 and the work came in under the original budget by $15,582.17, for a final cost of $163,202.83.
b)
The second, a REBA grant, was for $75,000.00, and assisted with the railroad spur from the CSX rail line on Kerry property to allow rail delivery to the building.  The company receives bulk supplies of flour for its bread crumb production.  The total cost of the project for the full rail spur expansion, both on the CSX right-of-way and on Kerry property was $429,557.87.  The cost of extension on CSX property was $245,741.00 and was funded by Kerry, Inc.  The cost on the private property was paid by the grant of $75,000.00 with a local match shared by the city and county, and by Kerry, Inc.
c)
The industry, Kerry, Inc., provided a total investment of $24,757,757.35 in land, buildings and equipment and presently provides 44 new jobs for the community, of which 23 are low to moderate income jobs.  The building is large enough to double the production as the process is perfected and the cost of production is lowered.  The jobs will increase as production increases.  The Calhoun plant has the most modern ovens and processes owned by the company and as the production costs are lowered, more of the company’s business will be shifted to the Calhoun site.
2)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the two grants.  There were none and the public hearing was closed.
6.
Old business: none.
7.         New business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request for Heliodoro Parra-Rodriquez at 216 Calhoun Avenue.  Mayor Palmer stated the address is a home address but Mr. Rodriguez had been notified that it would be necessary for him to have a commercial address before his license could be considered.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest possible date for a public hearing would be October 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a taxi license request for Jose Luis Brito-Samudio for 1108 South Wall Street, Suite #1.  Mayor Palmer stated this is a business address and the earliest date for a public hearing would be October 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a beer and wine package license application for Ayaan, Inc., d/b /a/ ABC#4, Teresa L. Moss, Manager, for 703 Oothcalooga Street.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be October 27, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.
9.
Work Reports:

a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities: none.

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works: none

10.
Councilman Woods made a motion to move to Executive Session for personnel matters, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
11.
Councilman Woods made a motion to move back to General Session at approximately 7:35 p.m., second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
12.
Executive Session Report:

a.
Following Executive Session, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve new rental rates based on 30% loss in business for both the pro shop operations and the snack bar operations at the Fields Ferry Golf Course.  He first made a motion to lower the rental rate for the pro shop operations from $700.00 per month to $400.00 per month.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

b.
Councilman Woods stated he would make a motion to lower the rental rate for the snack bar operation, which presently has a monthly rate of $800.00 for the spring, summer and fall months and $500.00 during the winter months.  His motion was to level the rental rate at $500.00 per month for the snack bar operations.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

c.
Councilman Woods made a motion to increase the hourly legal expense for the City Attorney from $100.00 to $110.00 per hour, beginning immediately.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
13.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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