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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 17, 2002, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem


Ronald H. Woods, Councilman



Ray M. Denmon, Councilman



Lorene Potts, Councilwoman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Mayor Palmer gave the invocation.
2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3.
Minutes of the June 10, 2002 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer stated it was a pleasure to present three resolutions regarding employees who have reached 30 years of employment:  Linda Brookshire, Edwin Fox, and James A. McEntyre.  

1)
Mayor Palmer read the resolution for Linda Brookshire, as per the attached.  Mayor Palmer presented Linda Brookshire a framed copy of the resolution and a watch for attaining 30 years of dedicated service.  

2)
Councilwoman Potts read a resolution for Edwin Fox, as per the attached.  She presented him with a framed copy of the resolution and a watch regarding his 30 years of dedicated service.

3)
Councilman Woods read a resolution for James A. McEntyre, Jr., as per the attached.  He presented him with a framed copy of the resolution and a watch regarding his 30 years of dedicated service.  

b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the GMA Conference schedule for June 22 through June 26, 2002 in Savannah.  He reminded each one of the importance of attending and reviewing new state and federal legislation which affects cities.  He stated there was a change in the format for the conference this year in which district meetings would also be held and it would be important for everyone to attend.  

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the June 21, 2002 deadline for picking up of storm debris without a charge.  
d.
Councilwoman Potts reviewed the matters scheduled for zoning hearings on July 8, 2002, as follows:

1)
A zoning variance request by Gordon County Training Center for location of two mobile offices for a new training center on Highway 53 West on a portion of the old Experiment Station property. 

2)
A request for new zoning of R-1 and annexation by Lowell McKinnon for a house and lot on Fuller Street. 

3)
A zoning variance request by Larry Rhinehart, d/b/a L&D Computers, to allow a mobile unit office at 655 Red Bud Road until the office building has been repaired or rebuilt due to the May 1, 2002 storm.  

4)
 A zoning variance request by Mitch Talley for 14 feet to allow construction of a garage at 114 Hillcrest Drive.  

5.
Public Hearings and Comments: 
a.
A public hearing was opened on the taxi license application of Ray Harrison Steelman, d/b/a Eton Taxi, 11599 Highway 411, Crandall, Georgia.  There were no comments.  Mayor Palmer stated that should the application be approved, it would be subject to a police report and subject to receipt of proof of appropriate insurance.  Following discussion the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the application, subject to a clear police report and proof of insurance, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon, and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Old business: 
a.
Mayor Palmer reviewed the two public hearings held by the City of Calhoun regarding its 2002-2003 operating budget, capital expense, and capital budget plans, which include the city schools.  He stated the school board had also made a presentation at the previous meeting regarding their portion of the budget.  Councilman Woods stated this proposed budget does not include any increase in the amount of tax dollars for the operation of the City of Calhoun.  This is in regard to the city M&O taxes and excludes the school tax.  Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt a resolution adopting the 2002-2003 budget, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer reviewed the utility fee resolution, in which water rates will be increased for the year 2002-2003.  He stated the water rate increase is 7¢ per thousand gallons for city residents and 12¢ per thousand gallons for county customers.  He stated the rate increase is needed to assist with the additional funds that will be spent for improvements to the water system, which would include two tanks located in the unincorporated area; four miles of water line, which will increase capacity; and improvements at the plant, which will assist the city in improving its permit for additional withdrawal of water.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to adopt the resolution regarding fee rates for the fiscal year 2002-2003, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Shelton Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7.
New business: none.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda: 
a.
Mayor Palmer stated each member of the Council had been presented copies of the charge-offs of utilities at the prior Council meeting.  The city was following good audit practices to charge off the older utility accounts.  He reminded everyone that these accounts, although charged off, continue to be worked for collection.  He stated the amount of $65,199.95 represents 1/19th of 1% of the total amount billed during the period ending June 30, 2001.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the charge-off of $65,199.95, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated the city had received a parade request from the city school system for November 1, 2002 for their Homecoming Parade.  Following review, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to approve the parade permit for the traditional route subject to DOT approval, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c.
Harrison reviewed the proposed budget amendments for the year 2001-2002, which covered the amendments necessary for damage to the city during the May 1 storm and the additional costs in several areas of the city departments to be funded on a temporary basis until insurance and GEMA money are received.  The amendments are attached.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt a resolution regarding the amendments to the 2001-2002 budget, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d.
Mayor Palmer stated the May 1, 2002 storm caused significant damage to a number of single-family dwellings in the city.  Several of these single-family dwellings may have to be completely torn down and removed from the lots.  Though these houses have been used as single-family dwellings, they are situated in districts in the city which permit R-2 uses.  Under the existing zoning ordinance, an R-2 use prohibits the construction of a single-family detached dwelling in the district.  The zoning ordinance adopted August 13, 2001 is designed to control and regulate the use of property in the city for the general health, safety and welfare of the public and at the same time, respect the rights of the property owner.  It is also designated to protect the rights of all property owners in the city and one goal of this design is to maintain the integrity of the traditional single-family dwelling neighborhoods.  In adopting the zoning ordinance of August 13, 2001, the Mayor and Council and city personnel did not contemplate the consequences of a storm like the May 1 event could create.  The city may wish to insure the continued use in these historical single-family neighborhoods to remain as they have been for the last 50 or more years.  The present infrastructure: streets, water, sewer and electric, can only accommodate single family houses in these areas.  Therefore, effective immediately, for a period of 60 days from June 17, 2002, no new building permits, except for repairs, will be issued to anyone for the building of any structure or building in the City of Calhoun zoned R-2 upon which was situated a single-family residence prior to May 1, 2002.  In the event a property owner wishes to rebuild a single-family detached dwelling in any R-2 district where the previous single-family detached dwelling was destroyed, such use will be permitted upon application for a variance under the current zoning ordinance.  Mayor Palmer stated that should the Council approve this proposal, he would immediately draft an amendment to the zoning ordinance and would have a first reading of the amendment on July 8, 2002.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to adopt a zoning moratorium on the construction of single-family detached houses located in an R-2 district which had previously had a single-family home prior to May 1, 2002.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
9.
Work Reports:

a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities stated the telecommunications department was completely destroyed by the May 1, 2002 storm and it is necessary to rebuild their location.  He stated after review with several builders and discussion with the elected officials, it is now the plan to build a separate building with the proper configuration which would provide a more secure housing for the telecommunications operation.  He stated they plan to have the building prepared and ready for a switch to the new location during the Christmas holidays, which will be necessary to prevent a hardship on the commercial customers by switching them off line during their weekly operations.  He stated it would be necessary for the construction to start immediately and would not allow sufficient time for four weeks of advertising.  He stated this is a building project that is a direct result of the storm and is an essential service which must be maintained for its customers without interruption.  He stated he had reviewed the matter with the city attorney and it would be possible for the project to begin with one week’s advertising and a bidding process that would allow the structure to be built and completed, ready for a switchover during the Christmas holidays.  Following review by the Mayor and Council, Councilman Woods made a motion to declare the rebuilding of the telecommunications building an emergency and due to the continuation of an essential government service.  The city should continue with the construction project following one week’s advertisement and the acceptance of a bid that would allow the structure to be completed and services transferred during the Christmas holidays.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works stated the bricks are currently being installed at the River Park and the city should receive plans for the downtown community park within the next few days. 
10.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to executive session. 
11.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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