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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

SEPTEMBER 24, 2001 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem



Ronald H. Woods, Councilman

Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ABSENT:
Ray M. Denmon, Councilman
ALSO:
William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  He stated that in view of the recent events, he found it very hard to find words to express sentiments for the devastation and taking of lives.  He stated he wished to depart from the regular invocation, to allow a few moments of silent prayer, in order that each one may have their private thoughts regarding the situation.  He stated following the moment of silence, Councilman Woods would lead the group in prayer.  
2.
Councilman Woods led the group in the pledge of allegiance to the United States flag.

3.
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any amendments to the minutes of the September 10, 2001 Regular City Council meeting.  There were none and they were approved as written. 

4.
Mayor’s Comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer congratulated Mayor Pro Tem Shelton and Councilman Denmon on their qualifying for office without opposition.  He also stated two veteran School Board members, Becky Mathews and Judy Wilson, were not seeking reelection and as a result, new parties had entered the race for School Board.  Post 1, presently occupied by Amy Atkinson would include Amy Atkinson and Tony Swink; for Post 2 previously occupied by Becky Mathews, Ed Moyer had qualified without any opposition; Post 3, previously occupied by Judy Wilson, would include Mark Ethridge and Alan Holcomb as candidates.  He stated the election would be on November 6, 2001.  Once again, Mayor Palmer congratulated Becky Mathews and Judy Wilson for their many years of service to the City School Board.  Following Mayor Palmer’s remarks, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton and Councilman Woods both reiterated Mayor Palmer’s remarks, stating the two had served tirelessly without pay for many years and they certainly deserved Council’s appreciation for their excellent work.

b.
Mayor Palmer announced that Councilman Denmon is absent from the meeting tonight because he is with the National Guard in Savannah, preparing troops for active duty. 

c.
Mayor Palmer stated the city and county school systems had been very successful on the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax referendum for both school systems and he congratulated them on the overwhelming show of support.  

d.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the public hearings scheduled for October 8, 2001.
1)
A request by J. Lane Bearden, Administrator of the estate of Bethel Gilreath, for zoning of R-1A (under guidelines of new ordinance) and annexation of property located at 1131 Dews Pond Road, a lot 100 by 200 feet.

2)
A zoning variance request filed by the City School System to allow batting cages to be erected off of Yellow Jacket Drive, with a 20-foot variance to build closer to the street than permitted by the current zoning ordinance.

3)
A request for zoning of R-1 and annexation by Michael Clark for 111 Shadowood Drive in the Amakanata area.  

4)
The request by the Southern Land Company for zoning and annexation has been withdrawn.    

5)
A request by Brian D. Wilson for zoning of R-2 and annexation of tract two, consisting of 13.816 acres off the Harris Beamer Road for construction of apartments.

5.
Public Hearings and comments: 

a.
Mayor Palmer gave second reading of the amendment to the ordinance for abatement of nuisances and Attorney Bailey reviewed the changes.  He stated those changes streamlined the process, making it much easier for municipalities and counties to enforce.  It also provides a tax liability for the cost of abatement, which shortens the timeframe for cities and counties to collect their money for any abatement procedures.  He stated the new statute replaces cumbersome procedures and should make it much more effective in terms of providing for the abatement of nuisances within the jurisdiction.  

1)
A public hearing was opened.

2)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments.  There were none and the hearing was closed.

3)
Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
6.
Old Business:
a.
Mayor Palmer announced the withdrawal of the Libby Sanders beer pouring license application for a restaurant at the Outlet Mall.  

b.
Mayor Palmer announced the withdrawal of the wine and liquor package application of Augustus Rawson King, IV for ABC Liquor at 769 Highway 53 SE.
7.
New Business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer stated all departments had provided their listing of supplies, equipment and vehicles (see attached) that were no longer useful to the city and had requested the City Council to declare these surplus property in order that they may be disposed of and the funds be used for other purposes.  The proposed auction would be held on November 3, 2001, the first Saturday in November.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to declare the items on the lists as surplus property and equipment and to authorize a November 3, 2001 auction.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b.
Mayor Palmer stated the Calhoun Housing Authority had filed a request for Wilson Baxley to be reappointed to the board for a term to expire October 16, 2006.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to reappoint Wilson Baxley to the Calhoun Housing Authority, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Mayor Palmer stated Mr. Baxley has served a number of years on the Calhoun Housing Authority Board and once again, this is a job which has very little monetary pay but requires a lot of time and attention.  He commended Mr. Baxley on his service.

c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of an application by Gary Spritzer for a beer and wine pouring license for a restaurant at 455 Belwood Road, Suite 66, Prime Outlet Mall.  He stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be November 12, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Work Reports: 
a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities:  no report

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works:  no report.

9.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.

10.
Attorney Bailey stated it was not necessary to move to executive session.

11.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
__________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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