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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 18, 2001 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem



Ronald H. Woods, Councilman



Ray Denmon, Councilman


Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ALSO:
William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed a group numbering approximately 350 citizens in attendance.  He expressed his appreciation for everyone’s attendance.  Mayor Palmer asked Pastor Eddie Brannon to give the invocation.  

2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the pledge of allegiance to the United States flag.

3.
Minutes of the June 11, 2001 Regular City Council meeting and the June 4, 2001 special Council meeting were approved as written. 

4.
Mayor’s Comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the GMA annual conference to be held in Savannah on June 25 through 27, 2001.

b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of two alcohol license request hearings scheduled for July 23, 2001 at 7:00 P.M:

1)
A beer package license request by TriCo VII Petroleum Inc., #978, Kim Sanders, Manager, for a location at 731 Highway 53, East, previously known as Blue Sky Petroleum.  

2)
A request by Kurani Pizza, Inc., d/b/a Pizza Hut, Sonia Pack, Manager, for a beer pouring license for the restaurant at 613 Highway 53 East.  

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the zoning variance hearing scheduled for July 9, 2001 for a request by TuRon Development Company for a variance of 5 feet on the south side setback for Lot 6 of the Quail Run Subdivision.  

5.
Public Hearings: 

a.
Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the Patricia DeFoor beer package license application for the Arch City Package Store on Highway 41 North.  Mayor Palmer stated this was a “Mom & Pop” enterprise prior to the death of Otto DeFoor.  He stated the police report on Mrs. DeFoor was clear.  He inquired if there were any other comments.  There were none and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the request, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
A public hearing was opened on the Crowe’s Nest, Inc. revolving loan request for $95,000.00, with 15 to 25 jobs created.  Councilman Woods gave a report of the Loan Advisory Commission meeting.  He stated the commission met on June 15, 2001 and reviewed the application.  He stated it was their recommendation to make the loan, with the understanding that the loan would be for seven years, would create 15 to 25 jobs, funds would be advanced on a draw basis, and financial reports would be required quarterly and forwarded to the Loan Advisory Commission.  Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any other comments.  There were none and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the request along the lines recommended by the Loan Advisory Commission, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6.
Public Comments:

a.
Tom Greeson gave a report on the litter problem he is currently experiencing at his location and presented photos regarding the overflow of trash at the dumpsters located in front of the adjoining apartments.  Mayor Palmer stated the city would attempt to have the owners contacted and request that they have their garbage picked up on a more routine basis, in order to prevent overflows.  Mayor Palmer reviewed the attempts the city has made to remedy the situation.  

b.
Mayor Palmer stated the second request for public comments included five individuals who were registered to speak on the possibility of a women’s clinic to be located in the Calhoun, Gordon County area.   Mayor Palmer stated that prior to the remarks of the registered speakers, he would like to make remarks on behalf of he and the Council.  He stated the city or county, as local governments have no jurisdiction in matters of this nature.  They are strictly regulated by the stated and federal governments.  He stated there has been no application filed for a business license at this time and no action is required by the City of Calhoun regarding a proposed location of a women’s clinic.  

1)
Attorney Bailey reviewed the federal and stated statutes, which strictly govern women’s clinics that perform abortions, stating if they are performed in the first trimester, no regulation is required other than proper licensing of a doctor’s office.  However, if abortions are performed after the first trimester, the state would require a permit to be issued by the Department of Human Resources and would require certain restrictions to be met.  

2)
Mayor Palmer stated on a personal basis, the Mayor and Council would prefer not to have this business located within the City of Calhoun.  However, the city will have no jurisdiction regarding the location.  It is strictly regulated by federal and state laws.

3)
The first speaker was Pastor Eddie Brannon.  He reviewed statistical information regarding abortions and the dramatic effect it has on numerous patients, not only for months but for years following the procedure.  He stated he was discouraged that local governments could regulate the location of mobile homes but were unable, due to state and federal regulations, to regulate abortion clinics within their community.  

4)
Mr. Bill Childers, a local resident for approximately 15 years, stated he was speaking as a Christian who was opposed to abortion and who had made an effort to work with organizations opposed to this type of procedure and other social organizations established within the community to assist victims.  

5)
Mr. Jesse Leazer, a local businessman, stated he was appalled at the location of this type of business in a community that has a high moral standard and is not willing to welcome this type of activity within the community.

6)
Dr. John Allen echoed the statements of the previous speakers, stating the bible stresses the importance of human life and it confirms that human life begins at conception.  

7)
Dr. Joseph Joyave, a local pediatrician, stated a doctor’s oath requires due diligence in protecting life and this type of operation is totally against all the oaths that doctors take.  He encouraged the community to oppose the location of the women’s clinic and to support the community’s desire to strive for a high moral level regarding this issue and to maintain its values.  

8)
Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation to the large number of people who expressed their interest in their community by their attendance.  He commended each one.  

7.
Old Business:

a.
Mayor Palmer stated the City of Calhoun had previously held two hearings on its proposed budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002.  He asked if there were any questions and if not, he would entertain a motion to approve the budget as previously reviewed.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the budget as previously presented and as per the attached summary, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
A second reading was given by Mayor Palmer of three resolutions regarding rate increases for goods and services provided by the City of Calhoun.  These include water rates, sewer rates, utility rates, utility connection costs, building inspection fees and telecommunications fees.  Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve as reviewed, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
New Business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer stated the Council had been afforded a copy of a proposed charge-off list of utilities for the billing period ended June 30, 2000.  He stated the proposed charge-off, $58,174.00, represents 1/18th of 1 percent of the total amount billed during that period.  He commended the personnel at City Hall for their diligent efforts regarding utility collections.  Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the $58,174.00 of charge-offs in accordance with the city’s accounting policies.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
A review of the proposed zoning ordinance amendments was given by City Attorney William P. Bailey.  Attorney Bailey stated the revision of the zoning ordinance would be for newly annexed property and those currently zoned areas which apply for zoning changes.  He stated those areas currently zoned under the old ordinance will have vested rights under the old ordinance.  The new zoning will control new development and growth.  It will reduce the need for variances and will address specific zoning for condominiums, townhouses and apartments, which will have no less than 1000, square feet.  Following review, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to set two public hearings for July 9, 2001 and July 23, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c.
City Administrator Harrison reviewed the final yearend budget amendments for the budget year July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001, as per the attached.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the proposed amendments, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9.
Other written items not on the agenda: 

a.
Attorney Bailey stated the city and the Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia had completed negotiations regarding the purchase of approximately 2.5 acres near the Clarence E. Harris River Park, which have been used as an electrical substation.  The agreed purchase price is $120,000.00.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the sale and to authorize Mayor Palmer to sign all documents, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

10.
Work Reports: 
a.
Mayor Palmer stated Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities was out of town at a PPA power meeting.

b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works, stated he had no report.

11.
Mayor Palmer inquired if it was necessary to move to Executive Session.  The response was negative.

12.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
__________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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