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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

MARCH 12, 2001

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem

Ronald H. Woods, Councilman



Ray M. Denmon, Councilman



Lorene Potts, Councilwoman
ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities





Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Councilwoman Potts gave the Invocation.

2. Councilwoman Potts led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3.
Minutes of the February 26, 2001 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4.
Mayor’s comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer congratulated Judy Neal on her recent appointment as the City School Superintendent, effective February 20, 2001.  Mayor Palmer stated Ms. Neal had been with the city school system for approximately five years.  

b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the request by SCS Enterprise, Inc., doing business as Crowe’s Nest Restaurant for a beer, wine and liquor pouring license request.  The hearing is scheduled for March 26, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.

c.
Mayor Palmer stated the city currently has a vacancy on the Zoning Advisory Board and stated his recommendation would be to fill the position with Russ Edwards.  Mayor Palmer stated Mr. Edwards would be replacing Ed Lewis on the board.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to appoint Mr. Russ Edwards to the Zoning Advisory Board, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d.
Mayor Palmer stated there was also a vacancy on the Recreation Advisory Commission.  He recommended that Melanie Moore be appointed to replace Jim Mathews, who had recently retired from the board, having served as the chairman.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to appoint Melanie Moore to the Recreation Advisory Commission, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

5.
Council Comments:

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton stated:

1)
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton stated the Calhoun High School boy’s basketball team, under the tutelage of Ray Tucker, played an excellent game in the state competition and came away with second place in the tournament.  He congratulated the team.  Mayor Palmer stated the team had done an excellent job during their regular season and had done extremely well in state competition.  He congratulated all the team members and coaching staff.  

2)
The police department made 482 cases during the month of February, with estimated fines to be collected of $112,612.00.  Fifteen of the cases were for DUI.  They issued 386 warning tickets and collected $87,410.00 in fines from previous cases.  They investigated 56 accidents with 10 injuries, provided 59 escorts and responded to 121 burglar alarms.  The police department logged over 41,000 miles in patrol detail during the month.  

3)
The fire department responded to 51 calls in February, with estimated fire damage of $23,300.00.  They also responded to 12 accidents, with 5 injuries.  They responded to 15 false alarms and 5 hazardous material calls.  The fire inspector provided 26 fire inspections during the month.  The fire department provided a safety training class for students from Swain Elementary and for cub scouts at Station 1.  They also attended bomb threat training at Coosa Valley Technical College.    

b.
Councilman Woods stated:

1)
The electric department had sales of 27,484,627 kilowatt hours to a customer base of 4,232.  The electric department provided 37 inspections and issued 31 permits during the month.  The construction projects for Heritage Hill Condominiums, Quail Run Subdivision and several new commercial projects, such as the Stepp Development on Curtis Parkway and Office Depot are in various stages of engineering, construction and design.  The Kerry plant line construction is complete.  Multiple new services have been completed or are in the process of being completed in Deerfield Subdivision, Maplewood Subdivision, Summer Trace and various apartment complexes, as well as street lighting for most of these projects.  The traffic signal at W. C. Bryant Parkway is scheduled for connection on Wednesday, March 14.  The siren project has been escalated to meet a June completion date.  Five poles are set, two sirens installed, with the remaining scheduled.

2)
In the telecommunications department, Cal-net’s new high speed Internet service continues to attract great public interest.  The city is also offering e-mail services on a limited basis, as well as long distance service.  Additional services are complete for Mohawk and new services are under engineering and construction for Learning Labs and the Seventh-day Adventist offices.

3)
The generator is being readied for operation during the month of March and the first few weeks of April.


c.
Councilman Denmon stated:

1)
The water treatment plant treated an average of 10.343 million gallons per day (MGD) of raw water.  Well #3 pumped an average of 1.462 MGD of water.

2)
The waste treatment plant had an average flow of 9.529 MGD.  The average BOD effluent was 14, the average suspended effluent was 19 and the average COD effluent was 107.

3)
The water and sewer construction department made 34 water taps during the month and 8 sewer taps.  They installed 2200 feet of 6-inch water line along Pleasant Valley Road.  They repaired 36 water leaks and 26 water meters.    


d.
Councilwoman Potts stated:

1)
The street department picked up 2080 yards of brush and 680 yards of leaves during the month.  The street sweeper cleaned 44 miles of curb and gutter and the department hauled 100 loads of stone.  They erected 16 new street signs and completed 39 shop work orders.  They formed and poured an 8 by 56-inch section of sidewalk in front of the Crowe’s Nest Restaurant that had been removed in order to install a grease trap.  They dug out and installed French drains, hauled stone and compacted 22 by 30-foot section of Old Dalton Road that had failed due to wet weather spring under the road.  They cleaned out 400 feet of drainage ditch on Newtown Road, removed old pea gravel trash containers and installed 25 new decorative trash receptacles in the downtown area.  They built 80 feet of crosstie wall and backfilled with crusher run at the new soccer field concession stand.  They removed broken curb and poured 70 feet of new curb and gutter on White Oak Way, planted and mulched 40 Leland Cypress trees on back of Eastside School, installed 1200 feet of silt fence and started grading for new practice softball fields on Highway 136 near the river.  They sawed out for 5 sets of traffic control loops at the new red light on Highway 53 and Bryant Parkway.  

2)
The sanitation department ran the commercial routes, serviced and washed their trucks and gained one 8-yard dumpster accounts.  

3)
The parks department provided their routine trimming, raking and picking up of trash at city department yards, right-of-way, and water tank sites.  They built a new bathroom at the parks department building and completed painting the inside of the Depot.  

4)
The cemetery department marked and supervised the opening and closing of 6 gravesites, performed routine maintenance at Fain and Chandler cemeteries and sold 13 gravesites during the month. 

5)
The safety department reported there were 2 workers’ comp accidents and 1 vehicle accident during the month.  The safety committee inspected the Fields Ferry Golf Course.  

6)
Animal control housed 17 dogs and 6 cats during the month, issued 2 first warnings and 3 third warnings for leash law violations and responded to 43 customer inquiries.  

6.
Public Hearings.

a.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time, public hearings on zoning matters would be held.  The public would have the opportunity to make pro and con comments with a ten-minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter.  Each person speaking would be required to have filed a Financial Disclosure Statement five days prior to the hearing, and each person would be required to give their name and address before speaking.  An inquiry was made to determine if any of the elected officials needed to file a disclosure statement regarding ownership or special interest in any of the agenda items.  The response was negative.

1)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for a zoning variance by Coosa Valley Technical College for location of four mobile classrooms within the next 12 months on the southern portion of Phase II of the property off Highway 53 Spur and Harris-Beamer Road.


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board had met on the matter on March 8, 2001 and recommended that approval be given for one year, with the understanding that renewals may be needed, since it would be two to three years before construction would be completed on the next addition.  

d)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments by the applicant or the public.  There were none and the hearing was closed.

e)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve the request, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of R-2 and annexation by Randy and Robin Freeman, as agents for Mr. and Mrs. James C. Mealor, for approximately 1.25 acres at 120 Newtown Road N.E. for construction of apartments.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Mayor Palmer requested a report from the Zoning Advisory Board.

d)
Councilwoman Potts stated at this time, she would make a recommendation to table the R-2 request in order to allow time for the Mayor and Council to obtain sufficient information to determine the current amount of property zoned R-2 within the city and the current level of development of multi-family housing at this point.  Councilwoman Potts stated at this time, there are over 200 acres within the city currently zoned R-2, which could include many units of multi-family housing.  She stated in order for the elected officials to determine which is the best route to take over the next five, ten and fifteen year periods, it would be her recommendation to continue forward with a study to run parallel with the moratorium on annexations, in order to allow sufficient time to review the city’s current multi-family housing situation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively and Councilman Woods abstaining, motion carried.

3)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a zoning variance by Thomas Langston, as agent for Dr. Geneva Potter, for setback variances for a lot at 102 Ola Street.  The request is for a 5-foot variance from Ola Street and a 5-foot variance between the second house on the lot.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board had also met on the matter on March 8, 2001 and based upon the information provided, it was the recommendation of the Zoning Advisory Board to recommend approval of the request, subject to the unit being placed on the lot being a single-family house.  

d)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were comments by the applicant or the public.  There were none and the public hearing was closed.

e)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve subject to the house being a single-family unit, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

4)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of C-2 and annexation by Marsha and Gary Parker as agents for Joan Goble, Dugan and Lola Brown, for a lot off Richardson Road.  The lot adjoins property currently owned by the Parkers and will be used for development of an office complex.


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board had also met on the matter on March 8, 2001.  Based upon the information provided and based upon the comments of the applicant, the Zoning Advisory Board had recommended approval.  

d)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments by the applicant.  

e)
Ms. Marsha Parker stated it was her and her husband’s intent to purchase the second lot in order to better locate the office complex and to provide additional parking.

f)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any other comments.  There were none and the hearing was closed.

g)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

5)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of C-2 and annexation by Ruth Evelyn Shepherd for a lot and existing building at 1016 South Wall Street.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board had also heard this matter on March 8, 2001.  Based upon the information provided, they recommended the request be approved.  

d)
There were no comments by the applicant or any member of the audience and the public hearing was closed.

e)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve, second by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for a zoning change by Doug and Debbie Thomason for Lot 13 of Belwood Park Subdivision from Commercial to R-2 to add to Lot 14, currently zoned R-2, for development of duplexes.


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Mayor Palmer asked if there was a report from the Zoning Advisory Board.  

d)
Councilwoman Potts deferred the matter to Councilman Woods.  

e)
Councilman Woods stated that during his tenure as chairman of the Zoning Advisory Board, the property had previously been annexed and lot 13 was not eligible for a zoning change because the zoning had not been made for at least one year.  He stated this request was filed at the time of annexation of an additional lot.  He stated at that time, the Zoning Advisory Board had tentatively agreed that at the proper time, the lot could be rezoned for construction of duplexes.  

f)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments by the applicant.

g)
Debbie Thomason stated she would draw the Council’s attention to a request from the water and sewer construction staff that the fire hydrant currently serving the area is on a 4-inch line as opposed to a 6-inch line and that she did not feel it was proper for her to pay the cost of upgrading the fire hydrant, since it would serve additional city property in the area.  

h)
Mayor Palmer stated this matter would be discussed with staff at the time the property is permitted.  

i)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were other comments.  There were none and the hearing was closed.

j)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings and to approve the zoning change request from commercial to R-2 for Lot 13 of the Belwood Park Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively and Councilman Woods abstaining, motion carried.

7)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of R-2 and annexation by Brian D. Wilson for Tract 2, approximately 13.816 acres off Harris-Beamer Road for construction of apartments.


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there was a report by the Zoning Advisory Board.

d)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to table this matter regarding R-2 zoning and annexation as discussed earlier in item 2) until sufficient time has been allowed for the city to study its current R-2 properties in the city and to determine the mix that the Mayor and Council would like to have between R-2 and single-family housing for the future of the city.  She stated at this time, there was not sufficient information available for the Council to make an informed decision.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively and Councilman Woods abstaining, motion carried.

8)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request by Brian Young for a 15-foot zoning variance off Piedmont Street for a lot at 356 South Wall Street.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to adjoining property owners, signs had been placed on the property and notices had been published in the local legal organ.

c)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there was a report from the Zoning Advisory Board.

d)
Councilwoman Potts stated the Zoning Advisory Board had met on the matter on March 8, 2001.  They recommended approval of the request.  

e)
There were no comments and the hearing was closed.

f)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the request subject to the construction of a wall on Piedmont Street.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Other hearings: none.

7.
Old business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a taxi license application by Miguel and Isidro Bautista.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the request, subject to proper evidence of insurance and certification of drivers.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer reviewed a resolution supporting the senior citizen housing tax credit application filed by Calhoun Affordable Housing, Inc.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
New business:

a.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a zoning variance request by Dr. Brent Box and Jerry W. Braden requesting permission to provide the public road, which will serve only these two facilities at a width of 50 feet.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be April 9, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a zoning variance request of John and Deborah Harris for a zero side set-back to allow construction of a carport at 324 South River Street.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be April 9, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a traditional parade request by Riley Jackson for the Shrine Parade on June 23, 2001 at 11:00 A.M. Mayor Palmer stated that if the request is approved, it would be subject to DOT approval.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the request for June 23, 2001 at 11:00 A.M., subject to DOT approval, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a liquor and wine package license request by Mukhi, Inc., Mukesh S. Patel, Manager, for the store presently operated by John Bell at 960 North Wall Street.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be April 23, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e.
Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution by First Centrum, LLC supporting the proposed development, Deerfield Senior Apartments, for 100 units for the elderly at the 600 block of Greenleaf Drive, Calhoun, Georgia.  The proposed project is to be funded through funding by DCA with low income tax credits.  Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

f.
Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of a revolving loan application of BC Holdings, LLC, Jerry W. Braden, sole member, for $151,200.00 for a portion of the funding for a proposed senior citizen housing development off Timms Drive for ten years, with 3 permanent full-time jobs and several construction jobs during the 18 month construction phase.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be March 26, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing at that date and time, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

g.
A first reading was given of a revolving loan application of Impact Furniture, Inc., Gail Poole, President, for $100,000.00 for 10 years, with the creation of 6 new jobs.  The request is to partially fund the remodeling and stocking necessary to reopen the store in Calhoun on Park Avenue.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be March 26, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to set the public hearing for that date and time, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Woods and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

h.
Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution regarding amendments to the city’s 2000-2001 budget.  Harrison gave a brief summary of the proposed amendments to the current budget.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the proposed budget amendments, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

i.
A first reading was given of a beer, wine and liquor pouring license request of Basem Sam Salame for The Oyster Pub and Restaurant at 468 Highway 53 SE, which would be a new location.  Mayor Palmer stated the earliest date for a public hearing would be April 23, 2001 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the hearing for that date and time, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9.
Other written items not on the agenda: none.

10.
Work reports: 

a.
Director of Utilities, Kelly Cornwell:

1)
Director Cornwell reported that the city’s current generator, in addition to use by the city, has megawatt hours available to be sold off system and at this time, the Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia is requesting a contract with the city to allow peaking at 5 megawatt hours for sale to the City of Acworth at $6.50 per kilowatt as a fixed charge, subject to the system being on line and being available for sale.  The additional kilowatt hours would be sold at 10 mills per kWh above the cost of fuel.  The proposed contract would run from May 16, 2001 to May 15, 2002, with the possibility for sales during this period of time being approximately $450,000.00.  Following discussion of the proposal, Councilman Woods made a motion to declare the 5 megawatts as excess power and to authority the sale as proposed by MEAG, second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

11.
Mayor Palmer inquired if it was necessary to move to executive session.  The response was negative.

12.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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