MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JANUARY 15, 2001, 7:00 P.M. – PAGE  2

CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JANUARY 15, 2001 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



John D. Shelton, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem



Ronald H. Woods, Councilman



Ray Denmon, Councilman


Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ALSO:
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities



Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1.
Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance


a.
Bishop Jackie Wilson of the Bible Way Teaching Center gave the invocation.

2.
Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3.
Mayor Palmer welcomed several young people, who were scheduled to pay tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

a.
Mrs. Konigkion Denmon gave a history of the accomplishments of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as per the attached.

b.
Mrs. Linda Hawkins sang a beautiful hymn, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

c.
Ms. Gwen McCarver gave a review of the “Negro Anthem” and a review of the services that had been held in various areas of the United States honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

d.
Mr. Lawrence Garrigan gave a review of “Growing up in Calhoun from a male’s perspective” and encouraged everyone to honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

e.
Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation to each of those who had taken time to share their thoughts regarding Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his accomplishments during his lifetime.

4.
The minutes of the January 8, 2001 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

5.
Mayor’s Comments:

a.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the GMA Mayors’ Day meeting in Atlanta on January 21 and 22, 2001.

b.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the Shirley Dixon beer package license request for an existing location for Troy’s Package Store at 344 ½ South Wall Street.  The hearing is scheduled for February 12, 2001.  

c.
Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the zoning hearing scheduled for February 12, 2001.  The request is for new zoning of R-2 and annexation by Jerry W. Braden as agent for Beulah Timms (Power of Attorney – David Timms) for approximately 8.5 acres adjacent to the Carriage Apartments on Highway 156, Red Bud Road, for multi-family housing for senior citizens.

d.
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton stated the Police Chief had filed a request to transfer $1,600.00 from the special drug seizure fund to the city’s regular police account, in order for the department to purchase additional equipment and to improve equipment that is to be used to combat drug activity in the community.  Following review, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to approve the transfer, second by Councilman Woods, with Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e.
Mayor Palmer reminded everyone that the city ad valorem tax deadline is January 22, 2001. 

6.
Public Hearings and Comments: none.
7.
Old Business: 

a. 
A second reading was given of three late-late alcohol license requests for renewal for 2001:
1)
Jalapeno’s Mexican Restaurant for beer and wine pouring at 235 West Line Street. Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the renewal, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
North Georgia Convenience Management, LLC for a beer package license at 739 Highway 53 East.  Following review, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the renewal, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

3)
S.G.P., Inc., d/b/a Brangus Restaurant for beer, wine and liquor pouring at 732 Highway 53 East.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the renewal, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
New Business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer reviewed a resolution to set qualifying fees for the municipal election to be held in November 2001, as per Official Code of Georgia Annotated, §21-2-131.  Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Keith Cochran, Risk Management Director, gave an annual safety report.  He reviewed the work of the Risk Management Committee for the prior year, the selection of the committee, the safety training that is ongoing for all employees, and the number of workers’ comp accidents and vehicle accidents during the year.  Mr. Cochran stated the numbers were slightly better than the prior year.  The city had grown in employees and increased its number of vehicles.  Therefore, the record had improved from the previous year.

9.
Other written items not on the agenda: 

a.
Mayor Palmer reviewed a taxi license application of Sonia Romero of 167 Bud Hardy Road, Calhoun, Georgia, doing business as Los Buenos Amigos.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the second reading on February 12, 2001 at 7:00 P.M., second by Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

10.
Work Reports:  none.

11.
Mayor Palmer stated there was no need to move to Executive Session.   

12.
Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
__________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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