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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 19, 2000 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem



John D. Shelton, Jr., Councilman



Ray M. Denmon, Councilman



Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities and Public Works



Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  Councilman Denmon gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the June 12, 2000 regular City Council meetings were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer announced the city and county had received notice that the REBA grant of $75,000.00 for the Kerry project has been approved, with special conditions that must be met prior to funding.  He stated those conditions regarded planning and reporting should be attainable.

b. Mayor Palmer reminded the council of the annual GMA conference, to be held in Savannah, beginning June 24 through June 27.

c. Mayor Palmer reviewed the state-mandated water restrictions from a letter received from Harold Reheis, Director of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  He stated the mandated ban would be for every day between the hours of 4:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M.  However, residents could do outside watering on an odd-even provision outside those hours.  If your address ends in an odd number, you may water on odd numbered days of the month.  If your address ends in an even number, you may water on even numbered days of the month.  However, no one may water between 4:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M.  These restrictions are in force until further notice.

d. Mayor Palmer reminded the council of the zoning hearings scheduled for July 10, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.

1)
A request for new zoning of Industrial-H and annexation by Calhoun Wholesale Supply, Inc. for 25 acres in Land Lot 312, Parcel 046-044.  This is property on Highway 41 South, just north of Atlanta Gas Light.  

2)
A zoning variance request of Nathan Merritt of U. S. Media, Inc., as agent for Glenn and Ann Carden for a sign to be located at 333 Highway 53 East.  The request was for height, setback, minimum of other off-premise signs, and C-2 zoned area.

3)
A request for new zoning of R-2 and annexation by Bruce Stocks for 0.47 acres at 279 Gee Road.

4)
A request for a zoning change from Industrial to R-2 zoning by Bruce Stocks for 10.246 acres at 279 Gee Road, which would allow the development of single family houses on smaller lots with R-2 zoning.

5)
A zoning variance request of Jarrett Volzer for a sign variance of 5-feet to allow a brick monument sign to be placed in the island between the sidewalk and parking lot at 517 Oothcalooga Street.  

6)
A request for new zoning of R-1 and annexation by Hoyt Whittenburg for .906 acres off East Belmont Drive.  

e.
Mayor Palmer announced a public hearing on Golden Gallon, GA, LLC, ownership change for beer package license, on Highway 53 East on July 24, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.

f.
Mayor Palmer stated it was time to appoint three members to the Golf Advisory Commission, since three members’ terms have expired.  Those members are Mike Jones, John D. Meadows, III and Lester Rampy.  Mayor Palmer read a letter of resignation from Mike Jones.  Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation on behalf of the City Council for the service that Mr. Jones had rendered to the Golf Advisory Commission during his several years of service.  Mayor Palmer recommended that Lester Rampy and John D. Meadows, III be reappointed to serve on the Golf Advisory Commission and he recommended the appointment of Billy Brindle.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to appoint the three members as recommended by the Mayor for six-year terms.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

5. Public Hearings and Comments: 

a.
A public hearing was opened on a fee resolution regarding utility rates.  Mayor Palmer read the opening part of the resolution.  He stated all the amended items had been reviewed at the previous meeting, primarily the increase of $.05 per 1,000 gallons of water usage above the minimum for customers inside the city and $.10 for those outside the city limits.  Sewer rates increased by $.07 per 1,000 gallons of metered water usage.  Electric rates increased by an average of 6%.  There were no comments and the hearing was closed.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
A public hearing was opened on a miscellaneous fee resolution regarding building permits, tap fees, etc., amended as per the 2000-2001 proposed budget.  There were no comments and the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the resolution, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c.
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the 2000-2001 operating and capital budget.  He stated the city held two previous public hearings.  There had been no changes in the budget since it was presented on June 12, 2000.  The total of the budget, including school for their local share funds as well as insurance for vehicles and property, is a total of $63,902,249.00.  Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments regarding the budget.  There were none.  The hearing was closed.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the city budget for 2000-2001, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.   (See “Exhibit A”)

6. Old Business:  none.
7.
New Business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer stated in accordance with audit policy, it was time to approve utility charge-offs for the fiscal year 1998-1999, in the amount of $47,483.42.  Mayor Palmer stated this represents 1/15th of 1% of the total water, sewer and electric billings for the fiscal year 1998-1999.  He commended the customer service personnel for their continual work to keep collections at the very highest level possible and to reduce losses.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the utility charge-offs in the amount of $47,483.42, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
A first reading was given of the hotel-motel tax ordinance, which incorporates the new changes made by the 2000 State Legislature.  Attorney Bailey reviewed those changes from the prior update of the hotel-motel ordinance, which had been passed several weeks earlier.  Following review by City Attorney Bailey, Mayor Palmer stated the earliest possible date for a public hearing would be July 10, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for that time and date, second by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
Other written items not on the agenda: 
a.
Mayor Palmer read a resolution in which the city could adopt a non-harassment policy and make it a part of the personnel policies, which are currently being reviewed, with a proposed amendment to follow later.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to adopt the sexual non-harassment policy and to have the policy furnished to all departments and posted in each department.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9.
Work Reports:

a.
Director of Utilities and Public Works, Kelly Cornwell:

1)
Director Cornwell stated the test filtration systems at the wells are being calibrated and should be ready to begin the full testing for permanent permitting.  

2)
Director Cornwell stated the Peters Street area, which had complained of low pressure, would be placed on the high-pressure water system on the morning of July 10, 2000 at 7:00 A.M.  He stated those residents would be notified in case they wish to place pressure reducers at their house, to eliminate any problems on old lines that might not have a pressure reducer at this time.  

3)
Director Cornwell stated the generator is performing well at this point and he anticipates it to continue to operate very well during the summer.  

4)
Director Cornwell stated the fencing around the street department and the water and sewer construction department had been completed, with a key system which should eliminate any unauthorized personnel from entering the area as in the past.  


b.
Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works, Eddie Peterson:

1)
Peterson stated the police department had made a request for $6,000.00 to be expended from the special drug funds in order that two vehicles may be brought up to standards, to serve as fully outfitted canine units.  Following review of the request, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to approve the expenditure and authorize the deduction from the special police fund.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
Peterson stated the fire department in the month of May had worked two extensive fires.  One was at the Days Inn Motel and the other at the Royal Rubber Plant off Marine Drive.  He stated the Royal Rubber fire had been contained to a small area because of their sprinkler system.  As the city fire and building inspection departments enforce the requirements for sprinkler systems in the industrial area, this occurrence is proof of the importance of this procedure.  

10.
Mayor Palmer inquired if it would be necessary to move to Executive Session.  The response was negative.

11.
Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
__________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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