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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

APRIL 24, 2000 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem



Ray M. Denmon, Councilman



Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ABSENT: 
John D. Shelton, Jr., Councilman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities and Public Works



Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works

Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.

a.
Mayor Palmer gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the April 10, 2000 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer reviewed a request for the Council to consider a proclamation designating May 4, 2000 as a Day of Prayer.  Mayor Palmer introduced a delegation from the First Methodist Church: Carol Enman, Mrs. Pat Thornton, Mrs. Jimmy Prater and Mr. and Mrs. Danny Johnson.  Mrs. Pat Thornton gave a brief history of the four years that the delegation had requested the local government to follow suit, based upon a resolution passed by Ronald Reagan in 1988, declaring the first Thursday of May as a day of prayer.  Mayor Palmer reviewed the proposed proclamation.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adopt the proclamation, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Mayor Palmer presented a signed copy of the proclamation to the group.

b. Mayor Palmer reported on the Council Planning Retreat held on April 14, 15 and 16.  He stated the opportunity had allowed the elected officials and staff to review all activities of the ten departments of the City and to plan for the future of each.  He stated it was a very successful planning retreat.  

c. Mayor Palmer announced the first budget hearing would be held May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.  A work session of the Council and staff would be held on May 1, 2000 at 6:45 at the conference room at 700 West Line Street.  Also, a work session with the City Board of Education would be held on April 26 at 7:00 P.M. at 700 West Line Street.

d. Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the Hospital Fun Run scheduled for Thursday, May 11, 2000 at 6:30 P.M., beginning at Warrior Path.

e. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the beer and wine pouring license application of Linh Buu Quan, doing business as China Cook on Highway 53 at the former Golden Corral Restaurant.  The public hearing will be held on May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.

f. Mayor Palmer reminded everyone that April 23 through April 29 is City Government Week.  He stated he and other elected officials and staff would be available to answer questions about city government or to review various departments.

g. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of two alcohol license requests with public hearings scheduled for May 22, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.

1)
A liquor and wine package license application of Marlynn M. Whittenburg, Manager Linda Whittenburg, for a new location at 235 West Line Street.

2)
A beer pouring license for El Rayos Restaurant, Karrie Ann Comparan, Manager, at 360 Piedmont Street.  

h. Mayor Palmer Reminded the Council and the general public of zoning hearings scheduled for May 8, 2000:

1) A new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Frances Campbell for a lot at 212 West Drive.  

2) A new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Rita Chadwick Cigainero, Barry Chadwick and Scott Chadwick for a lot at 389 West Belmont Drive.  

3) A new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Thomas L. Fain for a lot at 214 West Drive.  

4) A new zoning of Industrial-G and annexation request of Kerry Ingredients for 55 acres off Salem Church Road and McDaniel Station Road.  

5) A new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Warren Pass for a lot at 210 West Drive.  

6) A new zoning of Industrial-G and annexation request of Jerry Glenn Phillips for 307 Henderson Bend Road N. W.  

7) A new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Charles R. Rickett for a lot at 369 West Belmont Drive.

5. Public Hearings and Comments: 

a.
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading to the Hotel-Motel Tax Ordinance Amendment and opened the public hearing.  Attorney Bailey reviewed the process, stating the consulting firm that had been hired to perform an audit of the Hotel-Motel Tax collections for the past three years had reviewed the ordinance and had made several recommendations.  The first was to reprint the ordinance and all its amendments into one document, to add in the new state options for vendors regarding their submittals and their rights to fees, based upon filing timely returns.  It would also change from a quarterly reporting system to a monthly reporting system.  There were no comments from the public and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings and to approve as written, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6. Old Business:

a. Mayor Palmer stated the Council had adopted a new Recreation Advisory Commission ordinance at the prior meeting and he would recommend the following be appointed to serve on the commission:

1)
Jimmy Mathews for a one-year term;

2)
Stevie Robbins for a four-year term;

3)
Grant Walraven for a four-year term;

4)
Tommy Curtis for a six-year term; and

5)
Bob Parlow for six-year terms.

Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve those individuals for the staggered terms as recommended, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

7.
New Business: 

a.
Mayor Palmer stated that due to very high rate increases being proposed by the City’s current group health carrier, CIGNA, and also due to the fact that CIGNA had lost some of the doctors and clinics in Rome, it was the City’s plan to move forward a little quicker than normal with reviewing its group health plans for the upcoming fiscal year.  He asked the insurance agents, Beason and Meadows, to review the proposal.  Jennifer Beason stated they had determined that based upon the large increase that was being asked by CIGNA, they felt it was necessary for them to obtain additional bids to determine if it was possible to gain similar insurance at a more favorable rate.  Jennifer stated they had been able to receive bids from Aliant for Aliant Preferred and Aliant Select Products, from Humana, from New England Life and from United Health Care.  She stated based upon their proposals, it was their recommendation that the City move to the Aliant Preferred Plan, which would be most similar to the current plan enjoyed by the employees of the City of Calhoun.  It would also have a more favorable prescription card, to be utilized without formularies, as presently required by CIGNA.  She stated based upon these factors, it was the recommendation of the insurance agents to recommend the firm of Aliant Preferred for health care coverage for the City of Calhoun for the upcoming year.  She stated that based upon the move, it would be possible for the plan to be in place by June 1.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to accept the recommendation of the insurance agents and to move forward with the Aliant Preferred Plan, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer stated each elected official had been forwarded a copy of surplus property, including vehicles, equipment and items from the Police Department.  He stated these were from the Water and Sewer Construction Department, the sewer plant, the water plant, the Street Department and the Police Department.  He asked if there was a motion from the Council to deem these properties as surplus property and to authorize the setting of a local auction date to be determined for the sale of said items.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to declare the property as surplus and to authorize the sale of said surplus property at a public auction, with proper advertising, following the setting of a date.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8.
Other written items not on the agenda: 
a.
Mayor Palmer stated he had received a request to declare April 30 through May 6, 2000 as Brain Tumor Awareness Week.  He read a proposed resolution.  Following the reading, Councilman Denmon made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Mayor Palmer stated the City of Calhoun had received a request from the Georgia Municipal Association to adopt a resolution regarding E-commerce: the non-taxable sales of goods and items on the Internet.  Mayor Palmer read the proposed resolution.  Following the reading, Councilman Denmon made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Mayor Palmer asked that copies of the resolution be forwarded to the appropriate federal representatives and senators.  

c.
Mayor Palmer stated the City’s zoning map had been updated to include all annexations and zoning changes through March 30, 2000.  He stated the map had now been placed on the wall at the Depot for all to review.  He asked for a motion to recognize the map as the City’s official zoning map.  Councilman Denmon made a motion to recognize the map as the City’s official zoning map, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d.
Mayor Palmer stated that in order for the City to move forward to a new type of bill under its new utility billing software, changing from the postcard bill to sheet billing, it would be necessary for the City to provide a sheet feeder and folding module, in order to handle the normal billing per month.  He stated this would be a trade of other equipment associated with the postcard bill, which would be traded, along with an upgrade for the mailing machine.  He asked for the Council to approve a renewal of the lease arrangement with Pitney Bowes for lease of the equipment for a 54-month period.  The equipment would be leased at $1,174.99 for the first three months and $1,551.99 for the remaining 51 months.  The items would be covered under warranty for the first three months, being the reason for the lower payments.  The City would be able to disregard the $825.00 lease payment presently in effect for the other equipment.  Following discussion, Mayor Palmer asked if there was a motion to approve and to authorize the Mayor to sign all necessary documents.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the lease and to authorize the Mayor to sign all necessary documents, second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e.
Mayor Palmer congratulated Jeremy Mills on his move to Channel 12 in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  He stated Mr. Mills had been an excellent reporter for the City of Calhoun and he appreciated the opportunity to work with Mr. Mills over the past couple of years.  Mayor Palmer wished him good luck in his new endeavors.  

9.
Work Report of Director of Utilities and Public Works, Kelly Cornwell:

a.
Director Cornwell stated the Cash Road water project is almost 100% complete.  

b.
Director Cornwell stated on Highway 41 North, the City had replaced approximately 1000 feet of 1-inch water line that was approximately 30 to 40 years old, with a 6-inch water line.  Those residents in the area would have more pressure and better service than in the past.  

c.
Director Cornwell stated the contractor had almost completed the punch list for the CDBG grant project for the Mill Village.

d.
Director Cornwell stated the generator has rebuilt and is being packed and crated and will be shipped back to the City of Calhoun and reinstalled within the next few days.  

10.
Mayor Palmer inquired if it would be necessary to move to Executive Session.  The response was negative.

11.
Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
__________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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