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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

APRIL 10, 2000 - 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem



John D. Shelton, Jr., Senior Councilman



Ray M. Denmon, Councilman


Lorene Potts, Councilwoman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works

Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance.

a.
Councilman Denmon gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the March 27, 2000 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer reported that the April 4, 2000 Department of Transportation public hearing on the Highway 41 North project was extremely well attended, with over 120 people coming to view the layout plans for the construction.  He stated right-of-way procurement is scheduled to begin in July of 2000, with construction the following year, which will take approximately 18 months.  

b. Mayor Palmer stated on April 6, 2000, the leadership “Town Hall” meeting was held with over 55 people in attendance.  He stated the attendees were primarily those from prior leadership groups and the current leadership groups.  He stated he, the Mayor of Fairmount, the Mayor of Resaca, the Chairman of Gordon County Commissioners and State Representative Tom Shanahan, all spoke to the group, providing them with current information regarding each one’s jurisdiction.  

c. Mayor Palmer announced that a beer and wine pouring license application of Linh Buu Quan, doing business as China Cook/China Panda on Highway 53 at the former Golden Corral Restaurant would be held on May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M.

d. Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the Hospital Fun Run scheduled for Thursday, May 11, 2000 at 6:30 P.M., beginning at Warrior Path.

e. Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution recognizing April 23-29, 2000 as City Government Week and asked for adoption.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

f. Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution declaring April 15, 2000 as Junior Miss Pageant Day.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve the resolution, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

g. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of the planning retreat scheduled for April 14, 15 and 16, 2000.  Mayor Palmer stated this gave the Council an excellent opportunity for planning the growth and development of the City of Calhoun.

h. Mayor Palmer stated Tom Bond, a long-term member of the City’s Zoning Advisory Board had announced that he wished to leave the post of senior member of the Zoning Advisory Board.  Mayor Palmer stated he had filed the notification in January.  However, Mayor Palmer had asked him to stay on through April to allow the proposed replacement to attend and gain knowledge of the process.  Mayor Palmer asked the Council to consider nominating Cathy Mathews to serve the remainder of Mr. Bond’s term and to be an addition to the Zoning Advisory Board.  Following discussion, Councilwoman Potts made a motion to appoint Cathy Mathews to serve the unexpired term of Tom Bond on the Zoning Advisory Board, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

5.
Council Comments:

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated:

1)
The Electric Department had electric sales of 25,567,572 kWh to a customer base of 4,166 for the month of March 2000.  He stated the electrical inspector provided 35 inspections during the month, set 8 new meters and issued 31 permits.  He stated the Electric Department’s construction projects on Spring Valley Subdivision, engineering on the New Town Road project and the Shaw Industries expansion are complete.  Engineering, as well as material acquisition continues on the traffic signal at Georgia 53 and Bryant Parkway.  The Osmose pole inspection program provided by the joint MEAG Distribution Services Group has tested approximately 600 poles in the Calhoun system, finding only 79 that needed replacing.  He stated of these, 32 replacements have been made since mid February and they would continue.  He stated multiple new services have been completed or are in progress, such as Zaxby’s on Highway 53, lighting for Coosa Valley Tech, and primary repairs on Curtis Parkway.  

2)
The telecommunications crews have completed the premise fiber-optic services for Mohawk and Carriage Industries, as well as completing the splicing for these new services.  

3)
Mayor Pro Tem Woods announced that the natural gas turbine continued in warranty work.  He stated the work should be completed, with reassembly beginning on April 4, with shipment and installation during mid April.  He stated at the present time, Kelly Cornwell and Jeff DeFoor are in Miami viewing the reassembly and will be on hand for the unit to be placed back on line on May 1, 2000.  

b.
Councilman Shelton stated:

1)
The Fire Department had 56 calls during the month of March, with approximate damage being priced at $36,500.00.  He stated the fire inspector made 45 inspections during the month and training regarding blueprints and maps continued for the firemen at all three units.  He also stated hazardous training had been part of the duties for the month, as well as one individual receiving over 80 hours of training as a trainer.  He stated the staff completed work putting the new engine on line for the department.  

2)
The Police Department had 289 arrests during the month of March, with 9 being DUI’s.  They collected $55,292.00 in fines, issued 111 warnings and 742 parking tickets, investigated 210 incidents and 117 accidents.  They provided 86 escorts and responded to 128 burglar alarms.  

c.
Councilman Denmon stated:

1)
The Waste Water Treatment Plant had a daily average flow of 9.625 MGD of waste for treatment.  The BOD effluent was 15, the average suspended effluent was 22, and the average COD effluent was 109.  

2)
The Water and Sewer Construction Department completed 54 water taps and 6 sewer taps during the month.  They installed new service line in an alley and under the new restaurant on Court Street.  They installed 780 feet of 2-inch water line in a new subdivision off of Boone Ford Road and replaced 850 feet of 8-inch sewer line on Columbus Circle.

3)
The Water Treatment Plant pumped a total of 366,216,000 gallons of raw water for the month of March, for a daily average of 10.417 MGD.  The new well #3 remained in service.  However, the meter did not function properly all month and the gallons were not completely recorded.  

d.
Councilwoman Potts stated:

1)
The Street Department continued patching during the month of March on Jones Road, Sixth Street, at Eastside School, Mauldin Road, Pisgah Way, River Street, Meadow Court, National Guard Road, Riverview Drive, Pathfinder Drive and replaced a large cut in Highway 411 made by the Water Department.  They also paved Huey Street and the intersection at the Old Belwood Road and Marine Drive.  The Street Department also began work on getting the pad ready for construction at the new golf pavilion.  They also finished planting and mulching evergreen trees at the Moss Electrical Substation.  They moved all surplus equipment across the road to prepare for a used equipment sale.  They built up the shoulders of the road with crusher run on Marine Drive, Old Belwood Road and portions of the New Town Road.  They took out and repoured a 20 x 20 section of driveway on Clairmont Drive, took out and based the floor of Crow’s Nest Restaurant in the downtown area, which is a City project.  They purchased a new street sweeper and prepared it for service.  They ran the brush truck route and hauled 120 loads of stone and completed 42 shop orders.

2)
The Sanitation Department, in addition to running their regular commercial route, gained 1 8-yard customer and 1 6-yard customer.  

3)
The Parks Department started construction work on the new pavilion at the Fields Ferry Golf Course and began their annual routine of mowing and trimming on all public city rights-of-way.  

4)
The Cemetery Department supervised the opening and closing of 15 grave spaces, as well as maintenance at Fain and Chandler Cemetery.  There were 17 grave sales for the month of March.  

5)
The Safety Committee inspected the Police Department during the month and did follow up inspections at the Water and Sewer Departments.  

6)
The Animal Control Department housed 23 dogs and 15 cats during the month, issued 4 first warnings and 2 second warnings for leash law violations and responded to 49 customer inquiries.  

e.
Mayor Palmer stated he had received notice from DOT that a LARP contract had been awarded for the City of Calhoun for Camelot Circle, Carter Street, Dan Cherry Drive, Elm Street, Roberts Street and Woodridge Drive.  He also stated the contract and certificate of ownership and agreement had been received for the 1.68 miles of leveling and resurfacing.  He asked the Council to approve and to authorize his signature to allow these projects to begin as soon as possible.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the contracts and authorize the Mayor to sign all papers associated with the contracts, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6.
Public Hearings and Comments: 

a.
Mayor Palmer stated at this time, public hearings on zoning matters would be held.  The public would have the opportunity to make pro and con comments with a ten-minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter.  Each person speaking would be required to have filed a Financial Disclosure Statement five days prior to the hearing, and each person would be required to give their name and address before speaking.  An inquiry was made to determine if any of the elected officials needed to file a disclosure statement regarding ownership or special interest in any of the agenda items.  The response was negative.  

1)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of R-2 and annexation of Alex Feagin, for approximately 2.5 acres off North Drive.  The request is for construction of duplexes or townhouses.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to the adjoining property owners, notices had been published in the legal organ and signs had been posted on the property.  

c)
Councilwoman Potts reported that the Zoning Advisory Board had met on April 6, 2000 at 4:30 P.M.  They had reviewed the matter and had heard the report from the Zoning Review Committee as follows:

aa)
Kevin McEntire stated North Drive is a narrow street with pavement of approximately 13 to 15 feet in width, with a 30 foot right-of-way.  If the street was widened, it would require piping.  He stated there is a drainage problem on a portion of the property, which would need to be addressed.  A hydrological study would be recommended.  He also stated the area is available for commercial dumpster service, based upon the number of units that will be constructed on the property.  

bb)
Don McGinnis stated the request would need to go through the regular permitting process.  He also would recommend a hydrological study.  He has met with Mr. Feagin at the site.  He plans to build approximately 50 to 60 units and has agreed to dedicate one fourth of an acre for a playground, since there are so many streets in the immediate area and there will be many children at the new facility.  He stated the property lays well for this type of development.  It is bound on the west and north by R-2 zoning.  He would recommend a pre-construction conference before the start of the project.  There is sufficient road frontage on North Drive and off Dixie Highway.  

cc)
Mark Williamson stated there is an 8-inch and a 10-inch water line in the immediate vicinity, one on the Old Dixie Highway.  There is also a 12-inch sewer line on the Old Dixie Highway.  Both can be extended to the property, with the cost to be borne by the developer.

dd)
Lenny Nesbitt stated the Fire Department regulations would require a hydrant to be located on the property, with the possibility of two, depending on the final structural layout.  

ee)
Harrison reviewed the long-range plans and found the project to be on the peripheral edges of residential zoning.  

d)
Councilwoman Potts stated based upon the report and the information provided, it was the recommendation of the Zoning Advisory Board to recommend approval.  

e)
There were no comments and the hearing was closed.  

f)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings and to approve the request, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a zoning variance request of Gold’s Gym, Pam Stephens, for a sign to be located off 610 Red Bud Road.  

a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to the adjoining property owners, notices had been published in the legal organ and signs had been posted on the property.  

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated this item had also been reviewed by the Zoning Advisory Board on April 6, 2000.  They heard a report from the Zoning Review Committee as follows:

aa)
The Building Inspector stated the sign face meets the sign requirements, which would be approximately 64 square feet of advertising space for two businesses.  The request for the variance is made regarding distance, which would be approximately a 4.6-foot variance request from Red Bud Road.  The Building Inspector stated he had no problem with the request as stated due to the non-interference with traffic.  

bb)
The Street Department stated they had no problem with the request.

cc)
The Utility Departments stated they had no problems.

dd)
The Fire Department had not problem with the request.

ee)
Based upon the information provided, the group recommended the Zoning Advisory Board consider the zoning variance request, since the request was in compliance with the regulations as outlined in the Ordinance.

ff)
Councilwoman Potts stated that based upon the information provided, it was the recommendation of the Zoning Advisory Board to recommend approval.

d)
Mayor Palmer inquired if there were any comments.  

e)
Haley Stephens, speaking on behalf of the applicant, stated he appreciated the official manner in which the City of Calhoun handles its business.  He also stated he wished to take the opportunity to express appreciation to the Council for their adoption of a Code of Ethics.  He stated that not only he but also several others in the community appreciated the Council’s stand in this area when it was not an absolute necessity. 

f)
There were no other comments and the hearing was closed.  

g)
Mayor Palmer stated he appreciated the comments from Mr. Stephens regarding the ethics resolution adopted recently by the Mayor and Council.  

h)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth reading and to approve the request, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Denmon, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

3)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of R-1 and annexation by Charles and Martha Kessler, Jr. for 293 Shadowood Lane S.E.  


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to the adjoining property owners, notices had been published in the legal organ and signs had been posted on the property.  

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated this item had also been reviewed by the Zoning Advisory Board on April 6, 2000.  They heard a report from the Zoning Review Committee as follows:

aa)
Don McGinnis stated the Kessler request fills in an area in the Thornwood Subdivision, in which few lots remain in the unincorporated area.  The property directly across the street is currently in the City.  The property has an existing house and no additions are planned at this time.  

bb)
Water is available to the house.  There is no sewer available.

cc)
A fire hydrant is located within proper distance of the property.

dd)
The Street Department indicated the streets are county roads.  

ee)
There is currently police and fire protection from the City in the immediate area.

ff)
It was the general consensus of the committee to recommend R-1 zoning and annexation of the property.

gg)
Based upon this information, it was the consensus of the Zoning Advisory Board to recommend approval.

e)
There were no further comments and the hearing was closed.

f)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings and to approve the request as stated, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

4)
Mayor Palmer gave a second reading of a request for new zoning of Industrial-G and annexation by Jack May and Melton May for approximately 10 acres off Highway 41 South.


a)
A public hearing was opened.

b)
Harrison reported that notices had been sent to the adjoining property owners, notices had been published in the legal organ and signs had been posted on the property.  

c)
Councilwoman Potts stated this item had also been reviewed by the Zoning Advisory Board on April 6, 2000.  They heard a report from the Zoning Review Committee as follows:
aa)
The Building Inspector stated the owners of the property planned to expand the building within the next few months, for a new addition of 80,000 to 90,000 square feet.  The present building is 80,000 square feet.  It is a sprinkled building and meets the current codes.  The new construction would require soil and sedimentation studies, and possibly a hydrological study.  It would need to be sprinkled and would need to meet all codes for any new expansions.  

bb)
Kevin McEntire stated the property is bordered by Highway 41.  It would be available for commercial trash pickup, if needed.  

cc)
The Fire Department stated there is a fire hydrant located on the east side of Highway 41 at the Union Grove Road entrance.  The present construction does meet codes.  The second addition would also be required to meet code.  

dd)
The Building Inspector gave an additional report, which indicated the property does not infringe on the proposed rerouting of Salem Road, it will not interfere with the proposed by-pass route, and it will fit within the expansion plans for the airport authority.  

ee)
The project is within the long-range plans for the City of Calhoun.  

ff)
Based upon these findings, it was the consensus of the group to recommend approval of the request as stated.

gg)
Councilwoman Potts stated that based upon the information provided and knowledge of the area, it was the consensus of the Zoning Advisory Board to recommend approval.

d)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments by the applicant.

e)
Mr. May stated he had no comments but would be available for any questions.

f)
Ann Payne stated that she and her husband, Sam Payne, have a livestock operation in the immediate area and wish to make it known that activity was ongoing at the time the property was considered for annexation.  

g)
Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the state has recently passed legislation that prohibits any interfering with ongoing agricultural activities regarding adjoining property annexations.  

h)
There were no other comments and the hearing was closed.  

i)
Councilwoman Potts made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings and to approve, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilwoman Potts, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b.
Other Hearings:

1)
Mayor Palmer reopened the public hearing on the street closings at the railroad crossings on Jolley Road and Chandler Street.  

a)
Eddie Peterson reported that he had been continuously in touch with CSX Railroad and the Department of Transportation.  He stated as a result of the City’s desire to close the two railroad crossings at Jolley Road and Chandler Street, CSX Railroad would install full active signals at the Fain Street crossing in downtown Calhoun.  He also stated that Georgia is eighth in the nation for railroad crossing accidents.  He stated it would be necessary to make some road improvements, providing a cul-de-sac on the west side of Jolly Road.  Some additional right-of-way would be needed and he had discussed this with the primary property owner, Stanley Simpson.  

b)
Mayor Palmer asked if there were any comments from the public regarding the proposed railroad crossings.  

c)
Attorney Bailey stated at this time the actual railroad crossings are all that is being considered.  Any actual closing of streets associated with the railroad crossings were not a part of the consideration at this time.

d)
Following discussion, the hearing was closed.

e)
Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the railroad crossing closures as outlined for Jolly Road and Chandler Street.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

2)
A public hearing was opened on the Stephanie Daniel beer and wine pouring license (“Class B”) for Cruiser’s Restaurant on Highway 41 North at Knights Inn, formerly known as the Best Western Motel.  

a)
There were no comments.

b)
Mayor Palmer stated this was a first license for the location.  It had been reviewed as to the criteria regarding new locations.

c)
There were no other comments and the hearing was closed.

d)
Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve subject to receipt of a clear police report, second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

3)
Mayor Palmer opened the public hearing on the Recreation Advisory Commission Ordinance amendment.  He stated the Ordinance contained the structure for the new Recreation Advisory Commission, the membership, the reporting and various responsibilities of the commission. 

a)
There were no comments and the hearing was closed.

b)
Councilman Denmon made a motion to waive the third and fourth readings of the ordinance amendment and to approve as written, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

7.
Old Business:

a. Mayor Palmer stated his recommendations for the staggered appointments for the new Recreation Advisory Commission were incomplete at this time and he would ask that this be held over until the April 24, 2000 meeting.

8.
New Business: 

a. A first reading was given of a new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Frances Campbell for a lot at 212 West Drive.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. A first reading was given of a new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Rita Chadwick Cigainero, Barry Chadwick and Scott Chadwick for a lot at 389 West Belmont Drive.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c. A first reading was given of a new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Thomas L. Fain for a lot at 214 West Drive.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. A first reading was given of a new zoning of Industrial-G and annexation request of Kerry Ingredients for 55 acres off Salem Church Road and McDaniel Station Road.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. A first reading was given of a new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Warren Pass for a lot at 210 West Drive.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

f. A first reading was given of a new zoning of Industrial-G and annexation request of Jerry Glenn Phillips for 307 Henderson Bend Road N. W.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

g. A first reading of a new zoning of C-2 and annexation request of Charles R. Rickett for a lot at 369 West Belmont Drive.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 8, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

h. A first reading was given of a liquor and wine package license application of Marlynn M. Whittenburg, Manager Linda Whittenburg, for a new location at 235 West Line Street.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 22, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

i. Mayor Palmer stated the proposed beer and wine pouring license application for Tami Karim, Manager, had been withdrawn.

j. A first reading was given of a beer pouring license for El Rayos Restaurant, Karrie Ann Comparan, Manager, at 360 Piedmont Street.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for May 22, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

k. Councilman Shelton gave the following report:  

1)
Councilman Shelton stated as a member of the review committee for a new Police Chief, that the committee had begun its search in December 1999, after talking with Chief Mitchell for over a year regarding his retirement.  He stated that advertisements had run in the local newspaper, had appeared on city bulletin boards, was on the internet through the Georgia Municipal Association and the Association for County Commissioners.  It also ran as a legal add in the Georgia Chief’s of Police home page.  Councilman Shelton stated resumes were received until February 18, 2000.  The review committee had been comprised of Linda Brookshire from Human Resources; Lester Rampy, a retired member of the Georgia State Patrol; Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works; and himself, who has served as the liaison for the Police Department and Fire Department for approximately ten years.  He stated they had reviewed 21 applications and dropped the number down to 10 for the interview process.  He stated this process lasted about two weeks and after the interviews, the top three candidates were selected, those being John Gaissert from Athens, Clark County; Therrell Goswick from Calhoun; and Keith Sitton, also from Calhoun.  Those recommendations were forwarded to the Mayor and Council for their consideration.  Councilman Shelton stated that the final recommendation for the person to be named as Police Chief had been a unanimous decision by the committee and that recommendation was for the appointment of Therrell Goswick.  Councilman Shelton stated he would like to thank everyone who provided resumes and applications.  He stated the task was very hard because there were many excellent applicants.  He stated the process had been long.  It was a fair, open and honest process.  Based on this process, a tentative offer for the top candidate had been issued to Therrell Goswick, subject to approval by the Mayor and Council.  He stated the committee felt that due to his long term background in law enforcement, not only as a Calhoun Police Department Investigator, but also as an instructor with the Georgia State Patrol, and an instructor with the Federal Law Enforcement Center and Georgia Police Academy and he had organized and directed one of the largest counter-drug forces in the Southeast.  He stated he had received the highest peacetime award from the Department of Defense for his work in drug eradication.  He also stated he has an extensive background in administration, banking and finance.  He stated this recommendation was made for the Council to consider and take action.  

2)
Following Councilman Shelton’s report, Mayor Palmer stated he wished also to express his appreciation to the committee for their diligent efforts in this regard.  He stated he also concurred that the process had been long but that it had been a fair and open process.  It had included consideration of approximately half of the applicants.  

3)
Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to appoint Therrell Goswick as the new Police Chief based upon the recommendation of the review committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Potts, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilwoman Potts, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

4)
Mayor Palmer expressed appreciation to Chief Mitchell for his assistance in this process and for his 32 years of faithful service to the City of Calhoun.  

l.
Mike Carlin of WEBS Radio appeared before the Mayor and Council to advise them of a new low powered FM radio station that he was attempting to procure, which would be a public radio system featuring jazz and classical music.  It would also allow presentations from both the city and county school systems and the Arts Council to be played on the station.  He stated this system would be provided by public grants and endowments and would not be associated with WEBS radio station, which is his present employer.  Mayor Palmer stated the endeavor certainly had the support of the Mayor and Council.  Any opportunity that would allow usage by the school systems would be most welcome for the community.  

9.
Other written items not on the agenda: 

a.
Attorney Bailey stated that the company preparing the audits of the hotel-motel tax for the City of Calhoun had reviewed the original ordinance adopted by the City and the four later amendments.  They made a recommendation for a new ordinance to be adopted that would encompass all the amendments and the original ordinance and be updated as to changes in state law, such as additional exemptions available to the motel owners.  It would update the penalties and interest portions of the ordinance and it would increase the commission available to the motel owners.  Following discussion of the first review of the proposed hotel-motel tax ordinance amendment, Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing for April 24, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilwoman Potts and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.
10.
Mayor Palmer stated Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities and Public Works was out of town regarding the review of the generator.

11.
Mayor Palmer inquired if it was necessary to move to executive session.  The response was negative.

13.
Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilwoman Potts voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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