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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

DECEMBER 20, 1999, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES

PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor



Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem



John D. Shelton, Jr., Councilman



Henry E. Holland, Councilman


Ray M. Denmon, Councilman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney

Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.

a. Councilman Holland gave the Invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the December 13, 1999 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer reminded the public that City Hall would be closed on December 24 and 27, 1999 for Christmas holidays.  However, City Hall will be open on December 31 past midnight for Y2K calls and collection of taxes.  Standby personnel will be available from all departments for response.  

b. Mayor Palmer congratulated the Mainstreet program and the partnership committee for their recent production of Christmas with Santa, which served over 400 children in the community.

c. Mayor Palmer reminded the public that the City’s ad valorem tax deadline has been extended to January 14, 2000 for 1999 taxes.

d. Mayor Palmer conveyed congratulations to David Lance, who was recently recognized by Georgia Trend Magazine as one of the hundred most influential men in Georgia.  

e. Mayor Palmer expressed his personal appreciation to Councilman Holland for his ten years of public service to the City of Calhoun.  He stated eight of these years were on the City School Board and two years as a City Councilman.  Mayor Palmer read a proposed resolution, which was adopted by the full Council.  Mayor Palmer presented the resolution and a numbered print of the City’s logo to Councilman Holland and wished him the very best in his future endeavors.  Each Councilman and the Mayor Pro Tem expressed their appreciation to Councilman Holland for his years of service.

f. Mayor Palmer reminded the public of the January 10, 2000 public hearings as follows:

1) A new zoning and annexation request for 1.110 acres in the 14th District, 3rd Section, Land Lot 226 of Gordon County, being property owned by Coosa Valley Tech and being Southwest of the school.  Also, 1.35 acres owned by the school, being in Land Lot 226 and also being southwest of the school. 

2) A new zoning of R-2 and annexation request of B&B, Inc. for 6.051 acres off Peters Street in Land Lot 267, 14th District, 3rd Section of Gordon County, Georgia.  

g. Mayor Palmer stated that Director Cornwell was in the hospital for minor surgery and was unable to attend the meeting and Assistant Director Peterson had also found it necessary to be taken to the emergency room and was unable to attend the meeting.

5. Public Hearings and Comments: none.
6. Old Business: 

a. A second reading was given of a resolution regarding Georgia Municipal Association’s request for cities to adopt an official written Code of Ethics.  Mayor Palmer stated that in order for the City of Calhoun to be recognized as one of those cities officially adopting the Code of Ethics, he would like to have the resolution approved and forwarded to GMA prior to the end of the year.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adopt the resolution as written, second by Councilman Holland, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
b. Mayor Palmer gave a first reading of the proposed Code of Ethics Ordinance.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for the proposed ordinance for January 10, 2000 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.
c. A reading was given of the official resolution adopting the amendment to the Employee Pension Plan as previously authorized.  Following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the resolution authorizing those proposed changes, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
7. New Business: none.
8. Other written items not on the agenda:

a. A reading was given of a resolution in which the City confirmed the continuation of fluoridation of the City’s water system.  The resolution also authorized the Mayor to sign a grant application and all necessary documents for the replacement of fluoridation equipment for the City’s water system.  The resolution was approved on a motion by Councilman Denmon and a second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro Tem Woods and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. City Engineer Ross Wilburn gave a review of the City’s Risk Management Plan as it relates to the handling of potentially hazardous materials used at the water and sewer plants.  He stated the materials have been used since the 1940’s at the water plant and since 1970 at the sewer plant.  Engineer Wilburn explained the training that is required of employees and emergency personnel for any potential spills at the City’s wastewater, water or raw water intake facilities.  He stated that a copy of the plan is available to be reviewed at any time by any member of the public at the office of the Director of Utilities and Public Works, 700 West Line Street.  Following Mr. Wilburn’s report, a public hearing was opened for any questions or comments by the public.  There were no comments.  Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation to Engineer Wilburn for his review of the matter and also commended the city personnel for their many years of safe handling of these materials.  He also stated his appreciation to the Emergency Management Department headed up by Tim Reeves and by the City’s Fire Department, which responds to possible problems at any of the city locations.  

9. Mayor Palmer asked if it was necessary to move to Executive Session.  The response was negative.

10. Councilman Holland made a motion to adjourn, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Holland, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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