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CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 21, 1999, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES


PRESENT:
James F. Palmer, Mayor




Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem




John D. Shelton, Jr., Councilman




Henry Holland, Councilman




Ray M. Denmon, Councilman

ALSO:

William P. Bailey, City Attorney



Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.


a.
Councilman Holland gave the Invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the June 14, 1999 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer reminded the City Council of the GMA annual meeting to be held June 26 through June 29 at Savannah.  He encouraged each to attend.

b. Mayor Palmer announced Lenny Nesbitt had been appointed Y2K Manager, to complete the Y2K compliance work.  He stated this was an important function of the City and he asked the cooperation of all department heads to do a thorough job and to do it in a timely manner.  

c. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council of public hearing on zoning matters scheduled for July 12, 1999:

1) The new zoning and annexation request of FB&F Holding Company, LLC for C-2 zoning and annexation of approximately 1.659 acres and .399 acres in Land Lot 132, Gordon County, Georgia, off Highway 41 North, behind Dixie Oil Station, to be used as a parking lot (unpaved.) 

2) The zoning variance request of Randy Fick of Waffle House for an on-premise sign variance for a new location on Highway 41 North at I-75, for an 80-foot height variance (sign would be 130 feet high.)

5.
Public Hearings and Comments:

a. Mayor Palmer opened a public hearing on the CDBG Innovative Grant to rebuild the burned building on Court Street.  Mayor Palmer introduced Dave Ronningan, Project Administrator, and asked him to conduct the hearing.  Mr. Ronningan stated this was the second of three public hearings required for the project.  He stated the first public hearing was to notify everyone that the City was applying for the CDBG Innovative Grant.  The second public hearing, June 21, 1999, is to notify the public the City has successfully acquired funding and will be renovating the building as promptly as possible.  Mr. Ronningan stated the City was actually awarded funding on May 11, 1999.  The City Council had agreed not only to donate the property for the project, which had a value of $30,000.00, but also to pay the architectural fees as the local share of the project.  The City will loan the grant funds to the Downtown Development Authority for the renovation.  The Downtown Development Authority will repay funding through lease payments from a tenant, and these funds will be forwarded to the City of Calhoun, to establish a revolving loan fund for future downtown renovations.  He stated the application had indicated approximately twelve months to complete the project.  However, the City currently has a prospective tenant and it will be in his best interests to move the project along as quickly as possible.  The tenant has estimated the creation of 20 jobs, with 14 of those to be low and moderate income jobs.  Mr. Ronningan stated there would be no displacement associated with this project.  He stated fair housing regulations are posted at City Hall and he has copies of the rules and regulations regarding federal fair housing practices, to be distributed to anyone who needs copies at the public hearing tonight.  Mr. Ronningan asked if there were any questions from the audience.  Ms. Shaw with the Calhoun Times asked if there was sufficient space for a restaurant at the location.  Mr. Ronningan stated there would be two floors for dining when the facility is completed.  He also stated it was a historic area of downtown and all parts of the project will relate to renovation consistent with the historic downtown area.  There were no further comments and the hearing was closed.  

6.
Old Business:

a. Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adopt a resolution approving the projected budget for 1999-2000 for all city funds and operations.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the amended financial and investment policies that will accompany the budget.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c. Councilman Holland made a motion to adopt a Resolution of Understanding regarding the proposed airport improvements.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve and to authorize the Mayor to sign the right-of-way agreement for a city paving and leveling contract for approximately 0.69 miles of Piedmont Street.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. Mayor Palmer asked Attorney Bailey and Larry Vickery of the Electric Department to review the MEAG Interconnection Agreement.  Attorney Bailey stated he had reviewed the agreement as to legal form and that Kelly Cornwell and Larry Vickery had reviewed as to content.  He stated the purpose of the interconnection agreement is to transfer the gas generator power into the MEAG grid.  Larry Vickery stated this was exactly what the interconnection agreement covers.  This is a similar agreement to what is used by any utility, which buys and sells electricity.  There were no further comments.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the adoption of the MEAG Interconnection Agreement and to authorize the Mayor to sign, based upon the recommendation of Kelly Cornwell and Attorney Bailey, with a notation that the duplicated sentence as pointed out by Attorney Bailey be deleted from the final document.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

7.
New Business:

a. Mayor Palmer stated the Downtown Development Authority has three members who are retiring due to the end of their terms on the Downtown Development Authority, those being Jimmy Payne, Rodney Mathis and Dr. Gary Edgmon.  Mayor Palmer expressed his appreciation to each one for their service for the last several years on the Downtown Development Authority.  He stated the authority had recommended new members for terms of three years each for Howard Jones, Jon Erwin and Angela Hammond.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to approve for three year terms to the Downtown Development Authority, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Downtown Development Chairman Tim Haney presented official caps to each of the Council members on behalf of the Main Street Partnership, to express their appreciation for the support from the Mayor and Council for the project initiated by the Main Street Partnership.

c. Harrison reviewed the proposed amendments to the 1998-1999 budget to properly address the additional revenues and reduction in many expense items, as well as increases for several expense items that were not funded to the level needed.  Harrison stated a complete listing of the budget amendments had been made available for the elected officials to review.  Following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the proposed budget amendments for the 1998-1999 year end, as per the attached, second by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, with Councilman Holland, Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to approve the Calhoun Homecoming traditional parade request for October 22, 1999 at 3:00 P.M. on the traditional route on file with the DOT and subject to DOT approval.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing specific persons to acquire equipment from the Georgia State Agency for Surplus Property, for such items as are approved in the official budget.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

f. A first reading was given of the zoning variance request of Misco-Shawnee, Inc. for two 10-foot variances, one on each side of a new dividing property line, since the property is to be subdivided.  The property is on North Industrial Boulevard.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for July 12, 1999 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Holland, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.
8.
Other written items not on the agenda:

a. Mayor Palmer stated a request had been received from the First Methodist Church requesting permission for the portion of Piedmont from the intersection of Trammell to the intersection of Line Street to be closed on August 13, 1999 for a couple of hours in the late afternoon for a church block party.  The closing is requested in order to provide safety for the church block party.  Mr. Johnson of the First Methodist Church stated they would publish a legal add announcing the closing.  Mayor Palmer stated the City would provide blockades and asked that Mr. Johnson and members of the event work with Kevin McEntire, Street Department Superintendent, to make sure the street is properly closed.  Mr. Johnson stated the Methodist Church will have a new pastor and youth director, and this will be an official welcome.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Woods made a motion to authorize the closing as requested, second by Councilman Holland, with Mayor Pro Tem Woods, Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9. Mayor Palmer stated it was not necessary to move to Executive Session.

10. Councilman Holland made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Mayor Pro Tem Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:





Submitted:

____________________________________
____________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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