CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

OCTOBER 26, 1998, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES


PRESENT:
JAMES F. PALMER, MAYOR




JOHN D. SHELTON, JR., COUNCILMAN




HENRY HOLLAND, COUNCILMAN




RAY M. DENMON, COUNCILMAN


ABSENT:
RONALD H. WOODS, MAYOR PRO TEM


ALSO:

WILLIAM P. BAILEY, CITY ATTORNEY




KELLY CORNWELL, DIRECTOR OF UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS




EDDIE PETERSON, ASST. DIR. OF UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS



CATHY HARRISON, CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. Mayor Palmer called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Councilman Holland gave the Invocation.

2. Mayor Palmer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Minutes of the October 12, 1998 regular City Council Meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:  

a. Mayor Palmer extended sympathy to the family of George Hopkins.  Mayor Palmer stated Mr. Hopkins had worked with the accounting firm of R. M. Dobbs, and had prepared the City’s financial report for several years.  

b. Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the policy regarding Halloween.  He stated the day will be observed on October 31, 1998 by trick-or-treaters up to age 12, between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 9:00 P.M.  He asked motorists to be extra careful and watch for the children on the road right-of-way.  

c. Mayor Palmer reminded everyone of the public hearings scheduled for November 9, 1998, at 7:00 P.M.

1. The zoning variance request of G. Bonner Construction Company for a 10-foot setback variance for a subdivision entrance sign on Towne Lake Drive off Dews Pond Road;

2. The new zoning and annexation request of Wesley R. Hudgins for a house and lot at 119 Dan Cheri Drive for R-1 zoning;

3. The rezoning request of Beth Maddox for a house and lot at 312 Piedmont Street to be rezoned from C-2 to R-1;

4. The new zoning and annexation request of Retha Pritchard Poarch for a house and lot at 1130 Dews Pond Road for R-2 zoning;

5. The zoning variance request of Safco II for a 4-foot setback for an on-premise sign on Maple Street;

6. The new zoning and annexation request of Joe M. Stepp for Lot 6, on the corner of Kent Lane and York Place, in Devonwood Subdivision for R-1 zoning; and

7. The new zoning and annexation request of Dianne and Harlan Tucker for a house and lot at 777 Henderson Bend Road for R-1 zoning.

d. Mayor Palmer reminded the Council and public of the 40th Mayor’s Day Celebration and motorcade, with gifts being forwarded from the community to the patients of Northwest Regional Hospital on December 9, 1998 at 10:00 A.M.  He also thanked the media for making the information available for the public, and encouraged everyone to remember this important occasion.  

5. Council Recommendations:

a. Councilman Holland stated the Golf Advisory Commission had voted at their last meeting to recommend that the snack bar licensee have exclusive beer sales for Fields Ferry, Monday through Saturday, with all future price increase proposals to be approved by the Golf Commission, prior to implementation.  He stated this action was taken at the October 19 regular meeting.  Following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the recommendation, second by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton, and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. It was also recommended by the Golf Advisory Commission that the Council confirm the renewal terms of members of the Calhoun Recreation Authority as follows:



Name






Expiration Date



John D. Meadows, III 




6/30/2000



Jimmy Palmer (who succeeded Herbert King)

6/30/2000



Jim Black





6/30/2002



Mike Jones





6/30/2002



Henry Holland





6/30/2004



Bob Nance





6/30/2004



Thomas J. Brown, Jr.




6/30/2004

Following review, Councilman Shelton made a motion to confirm the renewal terms for the members of the Calhoun Recreation Authority as listed, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6. Public Hearings and Comments: 

a. Mayor Palmer reopened the hearing on the amended Fee Schedule resolution, stating the last item for a change was the patching of City streets at a price of $60.00 per square foot.  There were no other comments or recommendations, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the Fee Schedule Resolution, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Mayor Palmer reopened the revolving loan hearing on the Lorene Potts application for a drapery shop and home accessories sales shop known as Berkley’s, on North King Street.  The application is for $25,000.00 for a ten year period, secured by a second mortgage on rental property located on Erwin Street, in addition to personal endorsement.  Harrison stated the new business proposal had been reviewed at a meeting of the Loan Advisory Commission on September 24, 1998.  Harrison stated there were not enough members present for a quorum at the meeting, and additional members had been consulted by telephone following the meeting.  The consensus of the group was to approve the request.  However, it has been the policy of the fund to require collateral.  Therefore, collateral other than the used drapery equipment was requested and was offered by the applicant.  The applicant stated there would be three new jobs created within a few months of opening the business.  There were no other comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the loan application as presented, second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

7. Old Business:

a. Director Cornwell stated the cellular tower bids would be opened on Friday afternoon at 4:00 P.M. and soil borings would be completed and the results available by the end of the week, with a report and recommendation to the Council on November 9, 1998.

b. Attorney Bailey gave a second reading to the resolution regarding the refunding of the Calhoun Recreation Authority revenue bonds.  He stated the refinancing of the 1992 revenue bonds would also cancel the lease between the Calhoun Recreation Authority and the City of Calhoun, with a new lease being drawn based upon the lower payments.  However, the time frame would remain the same.  The interest rate would be lower and would provide savings of approximately $25,000.00 per year.  Following review of the information presented by Attorney Bailey, Councilman Denmon made a motion to adopt the resolution and to authorize the Mayor and Administrator/Clerk to sign all documents required for the refinancing of the 1992 revenue bonds for the Calhoun Recreation Authority.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Holland, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Holland and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  (Bond resolution filed in vault at City Hall.)

8.
New Business:

a. A first reading was given of the amusement license request of Truck Stop Games of Georgia, LLC, Keith Farrish, at the A. T. Williams Oil Company location on Highway 41 North, at I-75, for 13 arcade machines.  Councilman Holland made a motion to provide a second reading and hold a public hearing on November 9, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. A first reading was given of a beer package license request of Billy Lee Loy for 767 Highway 53 East, for a location presently in the name of Terry Ross, and operated as  ABC Package.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to set the public hearing on the request for November 23, 1998 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Holland, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Denmon voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

c. Mayor Palmer stated the City of Calhoun has an opportunity to file an application for phase two of the CDBG Grant program for $500,000.00 for replacement of water and sewer mains in the area of phase two of the Mill Village.  He stated the application would require preliminary engineering and stated Sweitzer Engineering, who had filed five successful applications for the City, had agreed to file for a cost not to exceed $6,000.00, based on an hourly rate of the current Mill Village contract.  He stated if the grant application was successful for a reasonable local share of cost, line replacements for both water and sewer would be implemented within the area.  Following review, Councilman Shelton made a motion to authorize the application cost, not to exceed $6,000.00, to Sweitzer Engineering.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. Attorney Bailey gave a first reading of the Alcohol Beverage Ordinance amendment.  Attorney Bailey stated the purpose of the amendment was to bring the ordinance up to date regarding State requirements, and to make it easier to read and understand by the general public, making the administrative requirements similar for each type of license.  Attorney Bailey asked that each member of the Council review the proposed amendment and notify him if they required additional changes.  Following review, Councilman Holland made a motion to set the public hearing for November 23, 1998 at 7:00 P.M., second by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Holland, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. Attorney Bailey gave a first reading of the Business License Ordinance Regarding Gas Marketers, stating the requirement would be for any company selling natural gas within the city limits of Calhoun after November 1, 1998, would be required to purchase a business license based on 4% of gross sales.  Following review, Councilman Denmon made a motion to set the public hearing on the ordinance for November 23, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Holland, with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Holland and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9.
Other written items not on the agenda:

a. Mayor Palmer stated the City of Calhoun had received an offer from Larry Davis to donate the property located on Court Street to the City of Calhoun.  He stated the offer had included a warranty deed with a clear title opinion and an appraisal, which valued the property at $30,000.00.  Following discussion, Councilman Denmon made a motion to accept the donation at a value of $30,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Shelton.  Mayor Palmer stated the property would be donated to the Downtown Development Authority, and they would renovate the property and sell or lease, in an effort to provide money for Downtown Development Authority improvement projects for the downtown area.  There were no other comments, and the motion was approved with Councilman Denmon, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively.

b. Kelly Cornwell and Attorney Bailey reviewed a proposal to sign amendments to rescind MEAG contracts whereby the City of Calhoun could purchase excess capacity in energy from three cities, at a rate not to exceed the price of supplemental power.  The reason for the rescinsion of the contract was the fact that the process had been supplemented by MEAG, and the funds had been exhausted.  According to the original contract of the three cities, they were to rescind the contract at that point.  Following review of the proposal, Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve and to authorize the Mayor to execute the amendments to rescind the contract.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Denmon, with Councilman Shelton, Councilman Denmon and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

10.
Director Cornwell stated he had no additional reports for the Mayor and Council.

11. Mayor Palmer asked if there was a need to move to Executive Session.  There were no items to be discussed.

12. Councilman Holland made a motion to adjourn, second by Councilman Denmon with Councilman Holland, and Councilman Denmon and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  

Approved:





Submitted:

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

James F. Palmer, Mayor 



Cathy Harrison, City Administrator
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