CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

JUNE 22, 1998, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES


PRESENT:
RONALD H. WOODS, MAYOR PRO TEM

JOHN D. SHELTON, JR., COUNCILMAN




HENRY HOLLAND, COUNCILMAN


ALSO:

WILLIAM P. BAILEY, CITY ATTORNEY




KELLY CORNWELL, DIRECTOR OF UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS




CATHY HARRISON, CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. Mayor Pro Tem Woods called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance

a.
Dr. Bert Vaughn gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Pro Tem Woods led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

3. Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the minutes as written of the June 8, 1998 regular City Council Meeting, 2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

4. Mayor Pro Tem’s Comments:  

a.
Mayor Pro Tem Woods reminded the Council of public hearings scheduled for July 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.

1) Annexation and new zoning request of Thomas H. McBee, executor of the estate of Mr. and Mrs. Claude McBee, for approximately nine acres at the intersection of New Town Road and Jones Road, for R-2 zoning.

2) Zoning variance request of A. T. Williams Oil Company for 100 foot variance for an on-premise sign on Highway 41 North at I-75, east side.

3) A continuation of the Cellular Tower Ordinance. 

b. Mayor Pro Tem Woods congratulated Ed Lewis, a former City Councilman, on his retirement from the Calhoun Times, following 44 years of service.

c. Mayor Pro Tem Woods reminded the public that City Hall and other City business offices would be closed on Friday, July 3, 1998, in observance of Independence Day.  

d. Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated he, Attorney Bailey, Building Inspector Wiley Moore, and Assistant Building Inspector Don McGinnis, had attended a zoning meeting in Columbus the past Friday and Saturday.  He stated the conference discussed the legal and ethical aspects of zoning.  It involved group discussions and interaction regarding specific areas and problems associated with zoning.  He stated Wiley Moore and Don McGinnis had received certificates of training following the end of the course.

5.
Public Hearings and comments:

a. Mayor Pro Tem Woods opened a public hearing on the Liquor and Wine Package License request of Speedy’s Sprits, for the owner, Rafiq Rahim, with manager Glenn Bryant, for a store located at 769 Highway 53 East.  A clear report regarding Mr. Bryant was given.  There were no other comments, and the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the license application with Glenn Bryant as manager, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

b. A third reading of the proposed Cellular Tower Ordinance was given.  The public hearing was reopened.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the City of Calhoun proposes to obtain comments and input from the general public in order to provide the best possible Cellular Tower Ordinance for the community.  At this time, he recognized Mr. Stephen C. Greenberg of Holt Ney Zatcoff and Wasserman, L.L.P.  Mr. Greenberg stated he represented SprintCom, a provider of wireless telecommunications service, and he requested an opportunity to discuss several sections of the proposed ordinance, in which he would recommend changes.  He stated as a part of his comments, he would read from a letter he had written to the Mayor and Council, dated June 19, 1998.  Said letter was submitted and recorded as part of the minutes.  (See Attachment “A”)  Following comments from Mr. Greenberg, there were no other comments and the hearing was continued until July 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.

1) Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the City had requested two providers of services to give a brief review of their company and their ability to provide a review of the current Ordinance and proposed locations for cellular towers within the City Limit area, and to review the possibility of the City erecting public towers for lease.  The first individual to make a presentation was Mr. Sam Allen of Terra Communications.  Mr. Allen stated he and his associates in the corporation have more than 30 years of service with AT&T, that they have assisted in the construction and maintenance of towers, and that his firm is able to provide the services needed by the City of Calhoun, in an effort to adopt an appropriate Cellular Tower Ordinance.  

2) The second speaker was Mr. David Nix of Telecom Technologies, Inc.  Mr. Nix stated his company is primarily based in Gainesville, Georgia.  He stated they not only erect towers, but are also involved in feasibility studies, and would be very capable of reviewing the City’s current Ordinance and making recommendations, as well as reviewing the area for the best possible sites, and for preparing information regarding public towers for lease, which could be beneficial to the City of Calhoun.  He stated his company has done extensive work in this area in Durham, North Carolina for the University.  They are associated with an engineering company, formerly Piedmont Olson Hensley, currently known as Geraghty and Miller Company.  Mr. Nix stated his firm is currently providing a feasibility study for Gordon County, and that his company would be delighted to prepare a need assessment for the City of Calhoun.  

3) Following the presentations, Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the Council would take their comments under advisement and would make a selection on July 13, 1998.  

c. A second reading of a resolution regarding an agreement between Gordon County and the City of Calhoun regarding the proposed annexation dispute process was given.  A public hearing was opened.  There were no comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Holland made a motion to adopt the Resolution and the proposed Annexation Dispute Agreement, and authorize the Mayor Pro Tem to sign.  2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

d. A second reading of the proposed Golf Advisory Commission Ordinance amendment was given.  A public hearing was opened.  Councilman Holland stated the Golf Advisory Commission had previously requested changes in the Ordinance which would allow expansion of the membership.  However, on additional consideration, he had recommended to the elected officials that the Ordinance be amended further to expand from two additional members to three additional members.  He reread the Ordinance amendment, expanding the total Golf Advisory Commission to ten members, and also reviewed the staggered expiration of their first terms.  Following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to set the public hearing on the proposed changes to the amendment for July 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.  2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

6. Old Business:

a. Harrison reviewed the Special Election for the City of Calhoun scheduled for July 21, 1998 at the Recreation Center on South River Street.  Harrison stated the election would be held at the same time as the general primaries.  She encouraged everyone to review the proposed ballots, which would be in the newspaper a week or two prior to the election.  She asked that they locate the candidates for Mayor and one City Councilman.  She stated those officials would not be listed as Republican or Democrat, but would be listed on both ballots.  She encouraged everyone to be aware of the election and to attend during the hours from 7:00 A.M to 7:00 P.M., at South River Street at the City precinct.  

b. Councilman Holland reviewed the June meeting of the Golf Advisory Commission.  He stated the month of May was the best May ever, since the opening of the course.  He stated at the end of 11 months of the fiscal year, revenue projections were 30% above budget, and expenses were 70% of projections.  He stated the Golf Maintenance Superintendent had reported on the improvements to cart paths, some of those made primarily for safety measures.  He stated there would be continued improvement to cart paths in order to encourage golfers to stay on cart paths in weather in which the course would be damaged.  

7. New Business:

a. Harrison reviewed the City’s policy of charge-offs for utilities.  She stated those proposed for charge-off for the prior fiscal year total $28,510.11, and represent 1/9 of 1% of the total billed for water, sewer and electricity for the period, which was $28,972,256.19.  Harrison stated although the accounts would be charged off, the customer service department would maintain the information, and would check each new request for service and collect any old bills, should any of the charge-offs request new service.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to charge-off the amount, as requested, under the conditions stated.  2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

b. Harrison reviewed proposed amendments to the 1997-1998 budget, those items being primarily changes in construction and work projects which have been delayed due to easement procurement, weather, legal restraints, or other matters.  She detailed the proposed changes for each fund.  There were no questions regarding the proposed budget amendment, and following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to adopt a resolution approving the amendments as stated.  2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

c. Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the amendment to the newly adopted budget to include the down payment for a fire truck, which would be purchased under a lease-purchase, would be included in the January amendments and would be an addition to revenue, due to the conservative planning of revenue for the period.  

d. Harrison reviewed the current meeting of the Loan Advisory Commission, stating the Commission had been requested to consider possible loans to the Downtown Development Authority or to the Industrial Development Authority.  Upon seeking permission from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, the state office which oversees revolving loan funds, it was recommended the Commission amend its policies, and forward a copy to the Department of Community affairs for  review and possible approval.  Harrison stated the Loan Advisory Commission had reviewed the policies and the current Ordinance and had found that policies had been changed without similar changes being made to the Ordinance.  Therefore, they recommended changes to the Ordinance which would be in agreement with the policies, and which would add language to allow possible future loans to the Industrial Development Authority and to the Downtown Development Authority.  It would also require additional financial information from loan applicants.  Following review of the proposed Ordinance amendment and policies, Councilman Holland made a motion to set a public hearing for July 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.  2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

e. Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated due to the efforts of the elected officials and staff, the City of Calhoun had been able to obtain additional paving for City streets outside the normal LARP program, normally funded by the Georgia DOT.  He said those streets are as follows: 

1) McConnell Road from Spur 53 to West Line Street. 

2) Stonehaven Drive from Meadow Lane to the dead end. 

3) Crystal River from Riverside Drive to the dead end. 

4) Overlook Drive from Riverside Drive to the dead end. 

5) Rolling River Drive from Overlook Drive to River Meadow Court. 

6) Oothcalooga Street from Spur 53 to the railroad. 

7) Court Street from Oothcalooga Street to McConnell Road.

Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the City right-of-way agreement and to authorize the Mayor Pro Tem to sign.  2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

8. Other written items not on the agenda:

Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated a request had been made from the Coosa Valley Regional Development Center to continue the transportation agreement for the elderly, the agreement being between Coosa Valley Regional Development Center’s Area Agency on Aging and the City of Calhoun.  Under the agreement, Coosa Valley RDC would provide a van and insurance for the driver and van.  The City of Calhoun would provide a driver, gasoline and oil for the vehicle.  The agreement would be for the fiscal year 1998-1999.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve and to authorize Mayor Pro Tem Woods to sign the agreement.  2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

9. Director Cornwell stated the City continues on its current work projects, primarily four water expansion projects.  He stated the sewer plant renovation and the addition to the plant should be complete by the end of June.  He stated the construction on Possum Hollow Road had been completed, testing of the line had been finished, and those individuals who had requested service had taps and are now receiving water.  He stated the project did cost more than expected because they encountered three times more rock than anticipated.  He stated the Piedmont Road project continues in terms of acquiring right-of-way.  Attorney Bailey stated that he had been in touch with Bruce Penn, an appraiser who is providing additional information for possible condemnations on several parcels.

10. Councilman Shelton made a motion to move to Executive Session for personnel matters.  2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

11. Councilman Shelton made a motion to move to General Session.  2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

12. Councilman Shelton made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

Approved:




Submitted:

___________________________________

_______________________________________


Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

