CITY OF CALHOUN

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

109 SOUTH KING STREET

MAY 25, 1998, 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES


PRESENT:
JOHN D. SHELTON, JR., COUNCILMAN




RONALD H. WOODS, COUNCILMAN




HENRY HOLLAND, COUNCILMAN


ALSO:

WILLIAM P. BAILEY, CITY ATTORNEY




KELLY CORNWELL, DIRECTOR OF UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS




EDDIE PETERSON, ASST. DIRECTOR OF UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS

CATHY HARRISON, CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. City Administrator Harrison called the meeting to order.

2. Harrison requested a motion to appoint a Mayor Pro Tem following the resignation of Mayor Pro Tem Jimmy Palmer.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to appoint Councilman Woods as Mayor Pro Tem, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

3. Mayor Pro Tem Woods welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Councilman Holland to provide the invocation.

4. Mayor Pro Tem Woods led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

5. On a motion by Councilman Holland and a 2nd by Councilman Shelton, minutes of the May 11, 1998 Regular City Council Meeting were approved as written.

6. Mayor Pro Tem’s Comments:

a. Mayor Pro Tem Woods read the resignation of Mayor Pro Tem Jimmy Palmer.

b. Mayor Pro Tem Woods reminded the Council of the public hearings scheduled for June 8, 1998, regarding the annexation and new zoning request of Mr. & Mrs. Burl Wilson and the annexation and new zoning request of Lindsay K. Lewis.  He also announced a public hearing is scheduled for June 22, 1998 at 7:00 P.M., regarding the Liquor and Wine Package License Application for Speedy Spirits.  He also announced a public hearing for the Cellular Tower Ordinance on June 8 at 7:00 P.M.

7.
Public Comments:

Mayor Pro Tem Woods stated the public hearings on the one zoning matter would be held at this time.  The public would have the opportunity to make pro and con comments with a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter, with each person speaking having filed a Financial Disclosure Statement five days prior to the hearing, and each one making any comments giving their name and address.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods inquired if any Council member had filed a disclosure statement regarding any ownership or special interest in the agenda item.  Response:  No.

a. A second reading of the zoning variance request of owners of Holiday Inn Express, for an on premise sign variance of 50 feet, to be located on Hampton Drive, southeast of McDonald’s on Highway 53 at I-75.  A public hearing was opened.  Harrison confirmed that signs had been posted on the property, legal advertisements had been placed in the legal organ, and notices to the adjoining property owners had been mailed and evidence received.  Assistant Director Peterson reported the Zoning Advisory Board had met on May 25, 1998 at 4:30 P.M.  Those in attendance were Mayor Pro Tem Woods, City Administrator Harrison, and Assistant Director Eddie Peterson.  He stated the other members, Ed Lewis, Thomas Bond and Charles Sloan, were not available for the meeting.  The item was reviewed and the findings of the Zoning Committee were considered.  He stated the Zoning Committee had recommended the variance be granted, since it is similar to other variances in the immediate area.  Mr. Peterson stated Chairman Woods had contacted each member of the Zoning Advisory Board, and each had confirmed that they would recommend approval, since other variances had been granted in the last few years at the same exit location.  There were no other public comments and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the recommendation and grant the 50-foot variance, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods asked Attorney Bailey if it was proper for a motion and second to constitute passage where no negative comments were posed.  He affirmed it was proper under Robert Rules of Order.

b. A public hearing was opened on the Utility Fee Resolution, which increases water and sewer rates 5¢ per 1,000 gallons, after the minimum.  Those rates would be effective July 1, 1998.  Mayor Pro Tem Woods reviewed several examples regarding the effect of the rate increase.  There were no questions or comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the Utility Fee Resolution, 2nd by Henry Holland, and approved.

c. Ms. Ellen Coffee, General Manager of ComCast Communications, made a presentation to the City Council.  Ms. Coffee stated her company serves a five county area with over 55,000 subscribers, of which 4,000 are within the City of Calhoun.  She stated that her company is presently modifying the plant in Calhoun-Gordon County.  They began the project in October of 1997, and it covers 343 miles.  She stated the project is half finished and is scheduled to be completed in the fall.  Her company is using contractors for the work, and when the work is completed, it will allow up to a capacity of 74 channels for the area.  All channels will not be available at once, but new channels will be added.  Ms. Coffee stated her company has installed a Sneak-Peak Channel, which will allow viewers who have the new connections to review the four additional channels that have been made available, and to vote on those channels in terms of continued viewing.  She stated mailings will soon be sent to subscribers in the Calhoun-Gordon County area, to explain the new channels available, and what will be available in the future.  Ms. Coffee stated she would be attending additional Council Meetings to keep the Council and the general public fully informed of her company’s operations.  

8.
Old Business:

Harrison reviewed the status of the City of Calhoun Special Election, which will be held on July 21, 1998, in conjunction with the General Primary.  She stated the posts to be filled are those of Mayor and City Council Post 3, both for the unexpired terms.  Harrison stated the deadline for candidate qualifying is May 26 at 4:30 P.M.   The deadline for registering to vote is June 19, 1998, with residents being eligible to register at any State office, at the Gordon County Courthouse, or at City Hall.  Harrison stated those candidates who have qualified to run at this time are as follows:

a. For Mayor: Richard “Dick” Hobgood, Kathy Elaine Holland, Jimmy Palmer, and Ray Weddle.

b. For City Council Post 3: Ray Mitchell Denmon, and Clifford Free.

9.
New Business:

a. Tim Reeves, Emergency Management Director of Gordon County, and Lenny Nesbitt, City Fire Chief, reviewed the possibility of a grant for emergency warning signals for the Calhoun-Gordon County area.  Mr. Reeves explained that in order to qualify for a grant, the area must have been declared a disaster area.  He stated this had happened earlier in 1998.  Therefore, Calhoun-Gordon County was eligible to apply for the grant.  He stated FEMA is presently supporting warning grants in an effort to spend more dollars to prevent damage and injuries, as opposed to help after disaster strikes.  He stated the grant pre-application, which must be filed in a few days, will be for 75% of the cost, but it will require a 25% match at the local level.  Lenny Nesbitt stated the initial projection had been for 6 signals for the Calhoun area.  However, Administrator Harrison had requested that 4 additional signals be considered in order to locate in the highly populated residential areas on the City’s east and west borders.  The estimated local funds for the City for 10 signals would be $18,750.00.  The Emergency Management Director would have a control box at the 911 office, and as weather signals are received, will notify the appropriate areas.  Mr. Reeves stated his department would be providing maintenance on all the systems for the City and County.  Following questions and answers, Henry Holland made a motion to authorize the expenditure of $18,750.00, should the grant be approved.  2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

b. Harrison stated a request had been made by the City School System regarding additional funding for the “Super 1 Program for Drug Free Schools” from the City’s Special Police Fund.  The request was for $667.00 from the City, and $1,000.00 from Gordon County.  Harrison stated the current funds in Special Police Fund #1, which have been released by the Court, are over $32,000.00, and require that any purchases be capital items or be for some direct expenditure which is drug-prevention related.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve and authorize the expenditure of $667.00 from the City Special Police Fund, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

c. A first reading of an Ordinance as presented by the Georgia Department of Transportation regarding speed limits within the City of Calhoun area, both on State routes and City streets were reviewed.  A full reading was presented by Mayor Pro Tem Woods.  Councilman Holland made a motion to set the public hearing for June 8, 1998 at 7:00 P.M., 2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

d. A new Banking Resolution was reviewed by Mayor Pro Tem Woods, which basically removed Jimmy Palmer as authorized to sign checks at any of the banking facilities for the City of Calhoun, and added the name of Ron Woods as Mayor Pro Tem.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to adopt the Resolution, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

e. Councilman Holland reviewed the recommendations of the Golf Advisory Commission at their regular May meeting.  He stated the recommendation was to increase the regular members on the Commission from seven to nine, with eight of them being members with six year terms, and one being an annual appointment by the City Council.  He stated the Board also recommended a policy for automatic removal from the Commission should a member fail to attend 25% of called meetings, or if three consecutive meetings were missed, except for reasons of business or illness.  He also stated the Commission recommended a fee reduction of $4.00 for those citizens who live within the City Limits or who own property within the City Limits.  The reduction would cover the property owner or the resident, and any dependants within the household under the age of 24.  It was recommended that cards indicating the eligibility for the $4.00 reduction be made available at City Hall.  Harrison stated cards would be available by June 15, 1998, in order for them to be issued by July 1, 1998.  Councilman Holland stated the $4.00 reduced fee would be available, beginning July 1, 1998, and will be available each year for those who qualify, based upon the City’s fiscal year of July 1 through June 30.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the policy change regarding the fee, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.  The Council asked the Golf Advisory Commission to provide proposed members for the additional 2 members, and authorized the City staff to amend the Ordinance for a first reading at the first meeting in June.  

10.
Other written items not on the agenda:  

Harrison stated the contracts on Phase One for Street, Water and Sewer Improvements in a portion of Mill Village had been approved by the City Attorney and the Engineer had provided a Notice to Proceed.  She stated the Notice to Proceed needed to be approved, and the Mayor Pro Tem needed to be authorized to sign the contracts.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to authorize Mayor Pro Tem Woods to sign the contracts and the Notice to Proceed, 2nd by Councilman Holland, and approved.

11. Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities and Public Works stated the pump work is progressing well.  The water line is being installed, which is associated with the pump station on the north end.  He stated the work on Campbell Road is proceeding following adoption of the street known as Brittany Drive, and he stated the water plant work is progressing, although slower than originally anticipated.   Eddie Peterson, Assistant Director of Utilities and Public Works, stated the Executive Park Project is proceeding with the Dalton Paving Company mobilizing and moving equipment into the area to begin work.  He stated that work should be completed by September or October.  He stated the engineer for the park work should have plans and a package available to be submitted to DOT for review and for public bids to be let on the pedestrian pathways.  He stated the City Attorney would need to review right-of-way acquisitions on several parcels with the Mayor and Council in Executive Session.  He stated work on the traffic light on South Industrial Blvd. is in progress, with bidding being done on the necessary construction, and he estimates two months for completion.  The DOT is working with the City on proposing turning lanes on College Street, which will be associated with the traffic light.  

12.
Councilman Holland made a motion to move to Executive Session for personnel and legal matters, 2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.  

13.
Councilman Holland made a motion to move to General Session, 2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved. 

14.
Councilman Holland made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Councilman Shelton, and approved.

Approved:




Submitted:

___________________________________

_______________________________________


Ronald H. Woods, Mayor Pro Tem


Cathy Harrison, City Administrator

