FEBRUARY 23, 1998
7:00 P.M.
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING






DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM






109 SOUTH KING STREET


PRESENT:
JOHN D. MEADOWS, III, MAYOR




JIMMY PALMER, MAYOR PRO-TEM




JOHN D. SHELTON, COUNCILMAN




RONALD H. WOOD, COUNCILMAN




HENRY HOLLAND, COUNCILMAN


ALSO:

WILLIAM P. BAIELY, CITY ATTORNEY




KELLY CORNWELL, DIRECTOR UTILITIES/PUBLIC WORKS




EDDIE PETERSON, ASST. DIRECTOR UTILITIES/PUBLIC WORKS




CATHY HARRISON, CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. Mayor Meadows welcomed everyone, called the meeting to order, and gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Meadows led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag .

3. Minutes of the February 9, 1998 Regular City Council Meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Meadows recognized and welcomed a special group, those being the Youth Leadership from the three local high schools.  He recognized their sponsors, Larry Deaton and Lenny Nesbitt, and stated the Youth Leadership had a total of 23 students, with five of those students being present to observe the City Council Meeting.

b. Mayor Meadows announced that the City of Calhoun had nominated Gordon County for the 1998 Solid Waste Management Planning Award which will be given through the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

c. Mayor Meadows reminded everyone of two public hearings scheduled for March 9, 1998:  (1) Rezoning Request of Milton Stewart for a parcel 450’x 250’ on the east side of Richardson Road across from Fire Station No. Two for R-2 zoning; (2) Zoning Variance Request of McDonald’s Corporation on Highway 53 East for a set back variance to accommodate construction of an indoor play area.

d. Mayor Meadows stated that he would recommend the Council approve the resubmission of a local development fund grant application through the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for $10,000.00 for improvements to the downtown parking area adjacent to the depot.  The request is being re-filed, since it was not eligible for last year’s grant review.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to approve the request and to authorize the Mayor to sign, 2nd by Councilman Woods with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Woods, Councilman Holland and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. Mayor Meadows announced that he had received notification from Hill Pope, a City Council Member of LaFayette, stating the Department of Transportation had announced a 26.5 mile improvement to Highway 136, which would give LaFayette access to the interstate and would also bring additional traffic into the Calhoun, Gordon County area.  

f. Mayor Meadows stated March is Red Cross Month, and not only will the local Red Cross be having blood drives, but they will also have CPR training at one of the area churches.  He asked everyone to be aware of these events.  

g. Mayor Meadows stated the City of Calhoun continues to have problems with cruising.  He stated that he would like to meet with the Student Councils of Gordon Central and Calhoun High Schools to discuss cruising and to get their feed back as to the proper way to handle the effects of cruising which is detrimental to local businesses and inconvenient for the traveling motorist.  He asked that both schools notify him of an appropriate meeting time within the next two weeks in order for him to make a report to the Council on March 9, 1998.  

h. Mayor Meadows stated the City of Calhoun had provided information to Representative Thomas Shanahan regarding the special emergency grant request for the residents of Possum Hollow Road for water line extensions and taps.  He stated he is hopeful this grant will be provided and that information regarding the approval or disapproval will be forwarded promptly.  

i. Mayor Meadows stated the Industrial Development Authority will be loosing three long term members, one being a city appointment and two being county appointments, and he asked the Council to consider passing resolutions recognizing these three individuals who have served their communities faithfully.  The first being a resolution for Henry Holland for service for the period of May 1979 through November of 1997.  The motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer to approve the resolution, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.  The second resolution being for David Lance for the service period of March 1984 through January 1998.  Councilman Shelton made a motion to approve the resolution, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Woods and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.  The third resolution being for Mary Richie for service from April 1995 through December 1997.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the resolution, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

j. Mayor Meadows announced the Council’s Planning Retreat which will be held on March 14-15, 1998, and will be solely a retreat for planning of the immediate future and long term future for the City of Calhoun.

k. Councilman Woods reported on reduced LARP funding for 1998 compared to prior years.

5. Public Hearings & Comments:

a. A 2nd reading was given for the Personnel Ordinance and Policies with specific changes in the areas of grievances, appeals and hearings.  Attorney Bailey reviewed those areas, and responded to questions from the Mayor and Council regarding definition of employees immediate family and questions regarding the nepotism policy.  Following discussion, a public hearing was opened.  There were no comments, and the hearing was closed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to adopt the personnel ordinance and policies, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

6. Old Business:

a. In reference to a request by the Georgia Department of Transportation for granting ownership of the frontage road right-of-way of the City of Calhoun; and

b. In reference the re-opening of the Annexation/New Zoning Request of Bill Walraven and Stanley Simpson for approximately seven acres off Frontage Road at I-75/41 Intersection for C-2 zoning, Attorney Bailey reviewed a meeting by the staff and reviewed their recommendations regarding the procedure for the action necessary.  The request of Walraven and Simpson had been held earlier due to the fact Frontage Road, although owned by the Department of Transportation is not recognized as a public highway.  Upon a request to the Department of Transportation, they had expressed willingness to donate the property to the City of Calhoun.   The City of Calhoun, in its meeting with Walraven and Simpson had expressed that it would accept the property provided the road way was brought up to the specifications of a city minor street in terms of right-of-way and a collector street in terms of pavement at the expense of the developers.  The staff recommendation is to be forwarded to the Zoning Advisory Board on March 5, 1998 at their regular monthly meeting with a recommendation regarding the Walraven/Simpson Request to be returned to the Mayor and Council on March 9.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to accept the ownership of Frontage Road from the Department of Transportation, and to authorize the Mayor to sign the Acceptance Agreement from DOT, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

7. New Business:

a. A 1st reading of an Annexation/New Zoning Request of Sharon Smith for a lot 180’x200’ on  Highway 53 Spur, west of the railroad for C-2 zoning was given.  Mayor Meadows stated the earliest possible date for a public hearing would be April 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for April 13, 1998 at 7:00 P. M., 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

8. Other Written Items Not on the Agenda:

a. A 1st reading of  and Annexation/New Zoning Request of Jim Black, Billy Black, Sandra Reese and Johnnie McNeese was given for property located on U.S. Highway 41 North across the railroad adjoining the Bowater property.  The Request being for C-2 zoning.  Following review Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for April 13, 1998 at 7:00 P.M., 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland, and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Jimmy Gee, a downtown business owner, gave a 30 minute speech on the City’s association with the Arts Council in terms of the former Rooker Hotel Property as per the attached copy of his comments.

9. Director Conrwell’s Work Report:

a. Cornwell stated the Phoenix Contract for the Mauldin Road Water Plant Project is ready to proceed, and he asked the Mayor and Council to authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice to Proceed pending a completed review of the contracts which are presently in the possession of the City Attorney.  Following discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the Notice to Proceed and to authorize the Mayor to sign, contingent upon proper approval of the contracts by the City Attorney, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Holland, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Woods and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Cornwell stated the well project is moving forward with an anticipated bid date of March 12, 1998.  He stated the North 41 Mydrin property should be ready for procurement.  He stated the City Attorney is drafting deeds for the property and has researched the title.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer approved the purchase of the property at a price of approximately $4,800.00, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Councilman Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c. Cornwell stated the Sewer Plant Project continues, however, it is moving very slowly, since the remaining work is regarding earth work, and the continual rain has hampered the project.  He stated the contractor is presently coordinating all information in order to present a request to the City for an approval of additional rain days for the project.

10. Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Councilman Woods with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.   

Approved:




Submitted:

_______________________________

____________________________________

John D. Meadows, III



Cathy Harrison

Mayor





City Administrator
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