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7:00 P.M.
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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PRESENT:
JOHN D. MEADOWS, III, MAYOR




JIMMY PALMER, MAYOR PRO-TEM




JOHN D. SHELTON, COUNCILMAN




RONALD H. WOODS, COUNCILMAN




HENRY HOLLAND, COUNCILMAN


ALSO:

WILLIAM P. BAILEY, CITY ATTORNEY




KELLY CORNWELL, DIRECTOR UTILITIES/PUBLIC WORKS




EDDIE PETERSON, ASST. DIRECTOR UTILITIES/PUBLIC WORKS




CATHY HARRISON, CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. Mayor Meadows welcomed the group, called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.

2. Mayor Meadows led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. Flag.

3. Minutes of the January 19, 1998 Regular City Council Meeting were approved as written.

4. Mayor’s Comments:

a. Mayor Meadows stated that he and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer had an opportunity to meet with a majority of community leaders celebrating Black History Month, and he stated February had been designated as Black History Month for Calhoun, Gordon County.  He stated that he had asked the Historical Society to place a plaque recognizing past and future leaders who had contributed greatly on the development of our local community, and to have these placed either at the Historical Society or at the Depot Community Room.

b. Mayor Meadows congratulated Councilman Woods on his election to the Chamber Board of Directors.  

c. Mayor Meadows 
requested the Council to pass a resolution adopting the approved Solid Waste Management Plan for Gordon County for Calhoun, Fairmount, Plainville, Ranger and Resaca.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to adopt the resolution, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton, and Councilman Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. Mayor Meadows reported the Golf Advisory Commission had met on January 20, 1998, had discussed purchase of additional carts to replace those that were six years old or more.  He stated the month of January 1998, had been the best month ever for January in terms of play and utilization of the course.

5. Council’s Comments:

a. Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer stated the Building Inspector had issued eight residential permits for construction in the amount of $675,000.00 in January, five new commercial permits for construction in the amount of $209,100.00 and one new industrial permit for construction in the amount of $1,000,000.00 during the month of January 1998.  He stated the Electric Department sold 22,472,000 KWH to a customer base of  4,006.  He also reported that the hearing for the City’s Certification Hearing with the PSC will be  March 3, 1998.   Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer also announced that the Georgia DOT would be offering funding for 27 local airports over a period of four years for improvements which enhance economic development.  The Calhoun-Gordon County Tom B. David Airport is one of the 27, and is slated to receive 1.9 million with a requirement of local support of approximately $600,000.00 to be funded equally by the City and County.  These presentations were made by Mr. Edward Ratigan of the Department of Transportation.  These funds will include improvements which have been on the drawing board of the Airport Authority for some time.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to approve one half of the local support to be spread over the next four year period, consisting of approximately $300,000.00, 2nd by Councilman Woods with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Woods and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer stated that should the state reduce the funding level for local governments from 25% to 10%, those dollars would be lowered.

b. Councilman Shelton stated the Fire Department had 50 calls during the month of January with damages of $8,300.00.  The Fire Inspector performed 64 inspections during the month of January.  The Police Department made 282 arrests in January with 14 being DUI.  They collected $19,121.00 in fines, issued 173 warning tickets, 497 parking tickets, investigated 104 accidents, provided 134 escorts and responded to 124 burglar alarms.  

c. Councilman Woods stated the Street Department continued to work on right-of-way cuts,and provided storm water checks throughout the City. They picked up Christmas Trees, bushhogged in several areas, cleaned grate boxes, cleared and installed some curbs, and continued to patch streets.  He stated the Sanitation Department continued on their commercial pickups, gaining three additional four yard customers, one six yard customer and several commercial can customers.  He also stated the Parks Department Personnel worked with Gordon County personnel on removing the roof at the old Rooker Building as in kind work for the grant from the State for the Arts Council in which a new roof will be placed on the facility, and renovation work will begin.  Councilman Woods also expressed appreciation to the County Commission for agreeing to provide the engineering work on Peters Street and Newtown Road within the next year.  He also announced that LARP streets that would be paved during the year 1998 would include Columbus Circle, a portion of Curtis Parkway, Pine Street and Sequoyah Terrace.

d. Mayor Meadows stated that Councilman Holland had been delayed due to a meeting with the Gordon County Board of Education, and that he would give Councilman Holland’s report.  Mayor Meadows stated the Water Treatment Plant pumped a total of 322,838,000 gallons in January for an average of 10.414 for the month.  The Waste treatment Plant treated a daily average of 10.776 MGD during the month of January with BOD effluent being 16, suspended effluent being 19 and COD effluent being 105.  He stated the Water/Sewer Construction Department made 23 water taps in January, 12 sewer taps, installed 140 ft. of six inch PVC water line, installed 80 ft. of new sewer line.  The Sewer Inflow/Infiltration Crew rehabilitated three manholes, repaired one manhole, responded to 19 sewer related calls and inspected 27 manholes.  The backflow crew is in process of inspecting all buildings that have fire tap hookups with the City water system to insure proper backflow preventors are installed.

6. Public Hearings and Comments:

Mayor Meadows stated at this time, public hearings for zoning matters would be held.  He stated they would be presented in alphabetical order, with reports by the Zoning Advisory Board.  Public Hearings will have pro and con comments with a ten minute maximum time limit on each, and each person speaking is required to have filed a financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing, and must give their name and address.  Mayor Meadows asked if any Council Member needed to file a disclosure statement on any of the items to be considered at this time.  There were no comments other than Councilman Woods, who stated that he would abstain on Item A, since his company is bidding on work for the company at this time.  Mayor Meadows determined that the posting of signs, the advertisement and the notification to adjoining property owners had been completed for all parcels to be considered.

a. A 2nd reading of the Zoning Variance Request of James M. Box, M.D. to locate a temporary mobile office at his building located at 102 Hospital Court was given.  A public hearing was opened with Councilman Woods reporting for the Zoning Advisory Board.  Councilman Woods stated the Board had reviewed the matter on February 5, 1998, and following a review by the Zoning Review Committee in which they noted that if the water and sewer lines are located at the rear of the existing building, there would be no tap fees required.  There is no problem with Fire or Police Protection, and the City will supply electricity to the building.  There are no set back problems, however, the water department did note that a reduced pressure zone backflow preventor would need to be installed on the existing water service line at the time of the installation.  Councilman Woods stated that based upon the discussion, Mr. Tom Bond of the Zoning Advisory Board recommended the request be approved.  There were no other comments and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Palmer made a motion to approve the zoning variance to grant a 12 month permit for the mobile unit with the possibility of a six month renewal, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Meadows voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Councilman Woods abstained from voting.  

b. A 2nd reading of the Annexation/New Zoning Request of Sybil Clark and Mary Dell Parrott for a house and lot located at 1102 South Wall Street for R-2 zoning was given.  A public hearing was opened with Councilman Woods of the Zoning Advisory Board stating that the matter had been heard on February 5, and had considered a report by the Zoning Review Committee.  The committee stated there were no problems with any city services, and the property was eligible for hookup to the sewer, that the property was also eligible for annexation, since it adjoined other City property.  Councilman Woods stated there were no other comments, and the Zoning Advisory Board would recommend approval.  Mayor Meadows asked for any additional comments by the general public.  There were none and the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the 3rd and 4th readings, and to approve the annexation and new zoning request for R-2 zoning, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c. A 2nd reading of the Annexation/New Zoning Request of Alex Feagin and Allen McDaniel for lots located on Hood Street, and joining the owner’s property fronting on North Wall Street for C-2 zoning was given.  A public hearing was opened with Councilman Woods of the Zoning Advisory Board reporting that this matter had been heard on February 5, with the Zoning Review Committee recommending that water and sewer services come off Hood Street with fire service not being a problem for the particular area, however, the owner would need to keep the driveway entrance off Hood Street open for Fire Department access.  There were no problems from Police or Fire  Departments, with the electric service to be handled by Georgia Power.  Trash service can be utilized through the dumpster at the car wash, since it is the same owner of the property, or if  can is needed, it can be brought to Highway 41 for pickup.  Hood Street is a County road, and serves as the necessary public road for the property to abut.  The Zoning Advisory Board recommended the property be annexed, however, they recommended the property be zoned C-N, which would allow the current owners to utilize the property as they desire, but would also provide some protection for the houses on Hood Street which join the property.  There were no other comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the 3rd and 4th readings, and to approve the request for annexation at C-N zoning, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer and Councilman Shelton voting affirmatively, motion carried.

d. A 2nd reading of the Zoning Variance Request of SAFCO II for property located at 401 South Wall Street for a six ft. set back variance for an on premise sign to be located on the property which would be four feet from the property line.  The public hearing was opened, with Councilman Woods stating the Zoning Advisory Committee had reviewed the application on February 5, 1998 and had found the request for an on premise sign to be within the guidelines of the zoning code, and also to be within precedence which had been set for similar variances granted on South Wall Street.  Councilman Woods stated the Zoning Advisory Board had recommended approval of the request.  There were no other comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the request for a six ft. set back variance, stating the request meets more than one of the criteria required of variance requests, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. A 2nd reading of the Annexation/New Zoning Request of Bill Walraven for Lots 13 and 14 on Cherokee Lane for C-2 zoning was given.  A public hearing was opened with Councilman Woods stating the Zoning Advisory Board had heard the matter on February 5, 1998, and that in a review from the Zoning Committee, they had determined that the lots are not presently hooked up to sewer, but sewer is available at the owner’s expense.  The area is presently served by a four inch water line, however, the Fire Department requested that a fire hydrant be installed in the area to serve the property.  The Street Department stated the property is very low with noticeable drainage problems which must be addressed by the property owner.  The Committee stated the property abutted Cherokee Lane which is a county public road.  They also stated public safety had no problem with the area.  Councilman Woods stated the Zoning Advisory Board recommended approval of the request.  There were no other comments, and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the 3rd and 4th readings, and to approve the annexation request for zoning at C-N, since the property is presently abutts not only by commercial activity but also by residential property and that the C-N zoning would allow the usage as requested by the owner.  It was also noted that a fire hydrant had been located at the property site, but a six inch water line would be needed to have sufficient fire flows and that this would need to be installed at the owner’s expense.  The motion was second by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Other Hearings:

f. Robin Maddox and several residents on Possum Hollow Road repeated their water request as stated at a September 1997 Council Meeting.They stated they had severe problems with their well water, and that most of the residences on the road of which there were eight, did not have the means to pay the line extension cost plus the water taps.  They asked that since several other roads in their immediate area had been on a petition at a time when the tap fees were $350.00, and there was no requirement for line extension payment, that they be grandfathered and be allowed to pay on the same basis.  Mayor Meadows stated the policy had changed, and that it would not be possible to grandfather the area in.  Mayor Meadows explained  the community in the other instances, had made the request and had secured the petitions for the water service.  The residents discussed the matter at length with the elected officials. The council expressed their sympathy for the water conditions of the residences.  Mr. Al Kettle, who serves on the Fairmount City Council and Mr. Billy Mauldin of Ranger were in attendance with the residents, and also expressed their concern for the condition of the water on Possum Hollow Road.  Mayor Meadows outlined three possible ways to proceed on the request.  He stated first that he would make every effort to secure a state grant with the aid of Representative Shanahan.  He stated secondly he would inquire about the GEFA emergency loans regarding a five or ten year pay back which would make the project feasible for the majority of the residents.  A third possibility would be for the City to pay the approximate $7,000.00 as a difference between a two inch line and a six inch line and with the County paying the cost of labor at approximately $8,400.00 and the residents paying the cost of materials which would be approximately $217.00 per resident plus the tap fee of $600.00 per resident.  He stated it would be necessary for the delegation, and he would recommend it be headed by Mr. Mauldin, approach the county on the third possible way.  He stated, however, the way in which would be most beneficial to the residents would be the possibility of a state grant, and he asked that they allow him sufficient time to try that apporach  first.

g. A 2nd reading on a proposed litter ordinance was given, and a public hearing was opened.  There were no comments from the public and the hearing was closed.  Councilman Woods made a motion to waive the 3rd and 4th readings, and to approve the litter ordinance as read, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

7. Old Business:  None

8. New Business:

a. Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer stated the City of Calhoun and the Gordon County Commission are concerned with air safety in and around the airport in Calhoun, Gordon County as it relates to communication towers.  He stated there are several towers that are higher than what FAA regulations call for within a vicinity very close to the Tom B. David Airport.  He stated Asst. Director Peterson had recently attended a zoning meeting in Athens, and part of the discussion was on the current number of communication towers, and those that are to be projected within the next five years.  Mayor Pro Tem Palmer stated at the present time, the federal government had placed the authority for regulating these towers on the local government.  He stated since the City of Calhoun nor Gordon County have an ordinance which regulates communication towers, that he would recommend a 90 day moritorium on issuing any permits for construction of towers until both the City and County have an opportunity to review this matter and to adopt an amendment to their zoning and planning ordinances which address this important matter.  Following discussion, Councilman Shelton made a motion to issue a 90 day moritorium regarding the issuance of any permits for construction of communication towers, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Shelton, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Holland and Councilman Woods voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. A 1st reading of the Personnel Ordinance and Policies was given with a general review of both documents with specific reference being made to those areas, which are being changed dramatically, primarily the areas of appeals and hearings.  Following the reading, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer made a motion to set a public hearing for both the ordinance and the policies for February 23, 1998 at 7:00 P. M., 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Woods and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

c. Councilman Woods made a motion to adopt a resolution appointing Cathy Harrison as Election Superintendent for the City Special Election to be held on July 21, 1998 at the same time of the general primary.  The resolution also included a requirement for the Election Superintendent to contract the election with the Probate Judge in order for one combined election to be held, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Holland and Mayor Pro-tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.  Following this action, Mayor Meadows swore in Cathy Harrison as Election Superintendent for 1998.  

d. A 1st reading of the Zoning Request of Milton Stewart for an area 450 ft. in depth and 250 ft. in width on Richardson Road across from Fire Station No. 2 for R-2 zoning was given.  Mayor Meadows stated the request was in order, and asked that a pubic hearing be set.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set a public hearing for March 9, 1998 at 7:00 P. M., 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

e. Harrison reviewed proposed budget amendments for the General Fund, Water/Power/Sewer Fund, and Telecommunications Fund as per the attached resolution.  Following review and discussion in detail, Councilman Woods made a motion to approve the proposed amendments and to adopt a resolution, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

9. Other Written Items Not on the Agenda:

a. In a written request from the Hospital Foundation for permission to hold their annual fun run for the foundation on May 4, 1998 on its regular route which consists of 3.1 miles.  The request was made for closure of part of Curtis Parkway and Kent Lane for approximately two hours that afternoon.  Following discussion, Councilman Woods made a motion to authorize the closing of two lanes, leaving one lane open for traffic access, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. A 1st reading for a 15 ft. variance request by McDonald’s Corporation on Highway 53, East for set back to accommodate an indoor play area.  Councilman Woods made a motion to set the public hearing on the variance request for March 9, 1998 at 7:00 P. M., 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer with Councilman Woods, Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer, Councilman Shelton and Councilman Holland voting affirmatively, motion carried.

10. Director Cornwell’s Work Report:

a. Director Cornwell stated the City of Calhoun had held a bid for Phase IV of the Water Plant Improvement project, with seven bids on the project.  He stated Phoenix Water and Sewer of Jasper, Georgia had issued a low bid for $700,500.00.  He stated that the engineer for the project, Sweitzer Engineering, was not familiar with the company, nor was the City.  He stated they had investigated the company in terms of references for similar projects, and had gotten reports that should those communities bid a similar project, Phoenix Water and Sewer Company would be allowed to bid on the project.  Cornwell stated the company had hired two individuals who have had plant work experience in addition to pipe laying, and that based upon the information obtained on the company, and based upon their statement that they desired to keep their bid active, that Engineer Sweitzer would recommend the City go with the low bid, and award the contract to Phoenix Water and Sewer of Jasper.  Following further discussion, Councilman Holland made a motion to approve the low bid of $700,500.00 to Phoenix Water and Sewer, 2nd by Councilman Shelton with Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton, Councilman Woods and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

b. Director Cornwell stated the Sewer Plant Contractor, Ruby Collins, Inc., was unable to get compaction due to the extreme wet weather at the present time, and since they are presently over schedule, the City proposed that they might install a pier under a pipe structure to provide proper support in lieu of trying to obtain soil compaction of the area.  He stated the contractor had accepted this proposal , and it would be done at no additional cost to the city.  He stated they had asked for consideration of a time extension based on weather.  He stated the project was over schedule, and he hoped to have it completed shortly.

c. Director Cornwell stated he had contacted officials with Mydrin, and had been notified that an actual sale had been made of the company, and that the City should be able to obtain title to a small area sufficient for a pump station with it to be installed fairly quickly.

11. Councilman Holland made a motion to move to Executive Session for discussion on right-of-way purchases, 2nd by Councilman Woods with Councilman Holland, Councilman Woods, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

12. Councilman Woods made a motion to move to General Session, 2nd by Councilman Holland with Councilman Woods, Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

13. Councilman Woods made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Councilman Holland with Councilman Woods, Councilman Holland, Councilman Shelton and Mayor Pro-Tem Palmer voting affirmatively, motion carried.

Approved:



Submitted:

_______________________________
___________________________________

John D. Meadows, III


Cathy Harrison

Mayor 




City Administrator       





