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CITY OF CALHOUN, GEORGIA

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DEPOT COMMUNITY ROOM

MAY 12, 2003 – 7:00 P.M.

WORK SESSION

MAY 12, 2003 – 12:00 NOON

700 WEST LINE STREET

CONFERENCE ROOM

AGENDA

1.
Call to order and welcome – Mayor Jimmy Palmer.


a.
Invocation

2.
Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag – Mayor Jimmy Palmer.

3.
Approve or amend the minutes of the April 28, 2003 regular City Council meeting.

4.
Mayor’s comments:

a.
Announce the official opening on May 12, 2003 of Mahindra USA at 420 Marine Drive.  The company will assemble tractors in the Calhoun plant and will initially employ 25 people.
b.
Announce a successful “Listening Session” by GMA conducted in East Ellijay on May 7, 2003 and express appreciation to the elected officials of Ellijay for their hospitality.

c.
Remind the Council of the annual GMA business meeting in June, which will include the city’s regular Council meeting date of June 23.  Ask the Council to consider changing the second meeting in June to June 19 or June 30, 2003.

d.
Request adoption of a proclamation honoring the boys’ soccer team members and coaches from Calhoun High School.

e.
Remind the Council and public of a hearing set for May 26, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. on an application for a liquor and wine package license for a new location, 2261 Highway 41 North, Calhoun, Georgia by Ghulam Akbar Khan.  

5.
Council Comments:

a. 
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton:  Police, Fire
b.
Councilman Woods:
Electric Department, Telecommunications, Revolving Loan Advisory Commission, and Liaison with Coosa Valley RDC

c.
Councilman Denmon:
Water Plant, Sewer Plant, Water & Sewer Construction Department, Building Inspection

d.
Councilwoman Potts:
Street, Sanitation, Cemetery, Animal Control, Parks, Zoning Advisory Board, Main Street Partnership and Downtown Development Authority
6.
Public hearings and comments:

a.
Announce at this time, public hearings on zoning matters will be held. The public will have the opportunity to make pro and con comments with a ten minute maximum time limit for each side of the matter, with each person speaking having filed a financial disclosure statement five days prior to the hearing, with each person giving their name and address.  An inquiry should be made to determine if any elected official has filed a disclosure statement regarding ownership or special interest in any of the agenda items.
1)
Second reading of a zoning variance request by Dr. Box and Associates of Northwest Georgia Medical Park, at 400 Timms Road for a 60-inch high by 120-inch wide sign for their business office located on site.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

2)
Second reading of a request by Paul Lusk for rezoning from Industrial-H to R-2 of property at the corner of Edmond Street and Pine Street, the site of the old medical arts building, for apartments.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

3)
Second reading of a request for zoning of PRD and annexation of over 15 lots in the Blackwood Subdivision across from the Outlet Mall, by Russell Owen.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

4)
Second reading of a request by L. P. Owens for rezoning from A-1 to Industrial-G of property located on Highway 41 South, 440 feet north of Union Grove Road.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

5)
Second reading of a request by Clark Scherer for a zoning variance regarding parking spaces at a new Eckerd Drugs at 200 Curtis Parkway.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

6)
Third reading of a rezoning request by Randy and Robin Freeman as agents for Jerry Phillips for property located at 307 Henderson Bend Road.  The request is to rezone from C-2 to R-2 to expand apartments adjoining the property.  Open public hearing.  Report of Harrison on notices.  Report of Zoning Advisory Board.  Comments.  Close hearing.  (May be approved, denied or continued.)

b.
Other hearings and public comments.

1)
Open a public hearing on the city’s 2003-2004 budget.  Review by Harrison.  Announce a second hearing on June 9, 2003 with possible adoption at the second meeting in June.  

2)
Open a public hearing on an ordinance amendment on the Charter by “Home Rule” relating to Municipal Court.  Review by City Attorney William P. Bailey.  A second public hearing will be required on May 26, 2003.

7.
Old business:

a.
Announce that no further documentation has been received from Preservation First Development Company, LLC regarding their revolving loan request for renovation of the Calhoun Garden Apartments.  No public hearing or Loan Advisory Commission meeting can be scheduled until detailed information is received.

8.
New Business:

a.
Parade request by Calhoun High School for their Homecoming Parade on October 17, 2003 at 3:30 p.m. on the new traditional route.  (Any motion for approval should be subject to DOT approval.)

b.
Adoption of the 2003 General Election Calendar for the city and city school board and continue authorization of the election officials:

Election Superintendent
Cathy Harrison

Election Manager
Melissa Boyd

Absentee Clerk
Sandra Long

Registrar
Cathy Harrison



(Motion required for approval of both.)
c.
First reading of a beer package license application by Sidney Collins for an existing location at 767 Highway 53 East.  (The earliest date for a public hearing would be at the second Council meeting in June 2003 at 7:00 p.m.)

9.
Other written items not on the agenda.

10.
Work reports:


a.
Kelly Cornwell, Director of Utilities


b.
Eddie Peterson, Director of Public Safety and Public Works

11.
Motion to move to executive session, if necessary.

12.
Motion to move to general session.

13.
Report of executive session, if appropriate.

14.
Motion to adjourn.






